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INTERVIEW FCR RUTH'S BOCK - Cetober 207 h., 18580

1. In Cry of the the Yeorle 'enny Lernoux gave your story. wWould
rou add or correct ony of whet she seid ?

I would simrly sdd thst the Intersmericsn Humen ripghts
Commission investizeted the entire cese xond found the Argentine
suthorities pguilty of torture. The official Argentine resionse
to this decision wes that I had resisted srrest so thet the injuries
I suffered had come from thet suprvesed incident. There were many
other gross distbrtions of the truth in thst rerly which reveals
the erusceding fescist mentelity which is so dengerously -revalent
in the Argentine militsry. They reslly believe they sre the bul-
werk of Western Occiden' sl civilizstion so everything they do must
be right. Their recent very rominent role in the July coup in
Bolivie shows that they feel missioned to intervene openly in other
Tatin Americsn countries if neceser;. ®m It is slso evident that
chey hev: come to dominste in influence smoung rrectically all the
Ameriesn Armed Forces ss evidenced by the key role their commender-
in-chief Genersl Viole rleyed in the 1979 Bopote meeting of the
conference of Americsn Commsnders, They resent for me the seune
threst to +he Americas as Nezism did in Europe during the thiities,
Torture, disserpeences of prisoners, eliminstion of 'enemies' are
211 perfectly justifisble. And seemingly the . entegoh goes elong

with them.

2 What do you think you# ex eriences with the poor and the
resulting personsl -:rsecution snd im risonment heve to tell us
here in the US 7
I think renny Lerncux hss done s more then sdequote job in her
book smsronding te thset question which of course srises not only
from ny cese but from 8ll who suffer in Letin Americe.
I did not know much sbout the dynemics of relstions betweee

the US snd Arpentine whén I wes imprlisoned four jesrs &gz
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I now & good das]l more. . Mp the Last 20 yﬂSrEoﬂgﬁininq erhs s
with the Cuben revolution and the .llisncex for Progress the U 8
Govarnment has boing Sursuing en orenly interventionist coliey in
£ll La!in Americen countries including Argentine to Burporghﬁery
8 ecific economic interests of US multinstionsl corrorstions. Chey

mey talk of develoroment, of democsrscy, of netionel security but

he bottom line is economie. Eech UB Embsscy hes now been equi ped

for yesrs to cerry out thset role which poes much further thsm sim-

ple di lomscy. There are fitends = the solcelled riveie enter=—

rise sector - ie the business or ceritol owning community end

there are enemies - or ot lemst those who cennot be trusted - {h

vast mayority of the reorle who sre so brutslly ex-loited by the
rrivete sector. The business of ths Armed forces is to gusrantee

law end order so that the lstter's interests con be rrotected in

very tense ond volatile situstiona. It is nd secret that Lthe U S

militery Frve equi red the locel militery for thet role meking

them masters of Re ression. /All disidents sre brended communicsts

or subversives snd so have no rights - excert to be eliminestad.

lost imericens I heve spoken with sre 2~ alled with the role of
the US in Letin Americs but when they try to chenge the situation
they come to reslise how little res onsive the US sovernment is

to the eversge Americen Citizen, [hey msey influence Congress or

even the “hite Fouse DbLut whet ebout “he 'entsgon, the Cid even

the Stote Pe ertment , even the medis. ‘e con see thet very con-

cretely now in she situstion in El Sslivsdor. There is & wholescale
menifulstion of the media , the US is sctively engeging in the
repression of the reople which hes now calimed more then 7,000 dead
this yeer slone under the umbrells of defending a so called 'moderate
Junts', In 1976 the U3 rress lsbeled Videls in Argentins ss s

'moderste'. Now he hes become 2 fasseist becsuse he hag sbducted

more then 20,000 Argentines oz if the US Government wss innocently

unswere of tha® when they mriiedt defendeé him o2z o modercte,
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i het sre the moin foastors doing Liberstion Theology thet enan
be ¢ nlied fto the U3 2

lather then spesk sbout 'dolng Iiberstion theolozy' I refer to s esk
cbout living & Christien life or following the Gos el. Otherwise there
¢en be certein smbiguity that it is possible to live as & Christisn in
8 wey in whsich the theme of liberetion cen be ignored . To m e thet is
im ossible., Liberstion is certrel to the Christisn message end to the
Coza-ela. It is not esn ortional exirs or s Rad hobby for Third world
sctiviata, Rahter it orens usuo~ to the Gos el itself. In Thst sense
I see verious fegctors cor levels whighxwe nEei of the struggle for
liberation which we need to live in crder %to be true to the Gospel Dbut
which asre ac lied diferently in different situetions.

The first dimensicn is thet ss Christiens we ere called Lo shsre

in the life mf#:mxx end history of & peo le strupgléng towards liberstion.

Jeslis pinroints that rrocess or struggle &8s the coming of the kingdom of

God whieh is . resent in weorld historv. As Christisns we sre cslled essenti
11y to tune into snd to serve thet resiity. It is the historic march of
the teorle of God from slavery to liverstion. We ecre eslled te feith in
it , to be converted tc it end to serve it. The Good news 1is ;reclsely
thet there is 8 liberstion rrocess in he World send we christisns
are servents snd not owners of it. God gzuides His 1 eoile elonz The way
in misterious woys. Christisnity then is of ihe very essence of history
and cennot be redued to sim 1y &n ecclesisticsl, or versonsl dimension.
The seculsr religous divisicn exists for t he christisn on quifte @ surer-
fieisl level. ’his esrect of 8 people in movement is of coumse very
strong in Letin Americs where so meny sre struggly to overcome exclecitstio
In the US one hos to do much more scarching to uncover thet reslity.

“he mex: dimension is khek more immediste if you wish = it is chat of
the community. Generally we_discafer snd res ond to the Christian
messare through the medistion of the community. 4 true christien communi

ig of its essence liberating - orening us to the demends of ithe Gospelz
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wth gt the level of e strussling people ond 5 our own ersonal level.

commupity then su orts us in our resonse ¢f chonse end commitment,

e commmity Both eelebrates the roed slready trovelled =nd th & romisze
ve sather frem the events of the Gos el of the certsin vicetory of libereti
over ooy ression. In other times the psrish community mey have intended to
cerry cut that role , or & locel relipious community but now it is best
Bulfilled by erticiceticon in e basic christisn community. Beszic becsus:
che comunity is of the base of the socisl nyrsmid where true history is
been mede k, community becsuse there is & common shered life end seerch
smovnr; 811 the members.mmt Christisn becsuse i uses the tools of Chrigti:
revelotion to diseern the roed shesd. In the US rerhscs bssic Christisn
Communities sre more imnortent even then in Latin Americe riven thet there
is en overwhelmins 'resence of evil in US society - the friuits of
injustice, the medness of nuclesr destruetion etc. Ihe ccmmunity resists
thet evil., Resistance is the other side of the coin to Liberstion in the
life of @ community. There is se little opulsr su- ort im th'e strog;le
thet unless one kas:kxsxz  orticips es actively in some conmunity the
individuel becomes very vulnersble in the US.

Finelly there is the rersonsl fesstor. Libsrsation muat resch down into
our onw oersonal lives otherwise there is s shellownese end on evident
lock of consisteney in our res;onse. There is s ;ersonsl ' rocess of conver
dion from evil to the trutkh, from hete to love, from death to life which
is no one else's resonssbility but our owm. There is @ trully ecrsonsl
encounter with the Love of God which libepstes us end confirms us. *his
is the confem lative pert of our feith which I think is very imiortent.

It 13 I think very difrieult te forego richness, power, to move with the
oor , oriressed snd merginated without feeling ‘ersonslly sustsined by
e loving end liberstings God. Jorry Ruth if I extended myself » bit in

this resoonse =~ I 'end to let the tpeewriter run awey, but I think
“hose three factors the ;oliticel, the community end the ersonal sre

imrortent emd the lact one is very im o:tant everywhére - tha U S snd
Lstin Americs. rerhs s in Lotin imerice there needs to be more work :ut
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into ~he lstter #s8 msny eo-le in the strurrle lock somevhatb a

sense of rersonal vocation or iddntity.

&, Who ere the oor in Letin Americs 2 Yhy?
Firstl; these who are economicelly ex loited in their work =
in Bolivie or textile workers in Heiti. There is
ne releticnsiir between the weares they receive ond the vslue of
what they roduce. They sre litterelly robbed every day with
exorbitant rofits goine to internsticnel ez itsl exmcXoond/ or

4.

locel elitez. Then there sre ell of thrse "o0or who sre merginelised

from society ond ex loifted where osible. The native Indian

reo les, the afriesn ep les, pessents, women and even children.
overty, ex loitction end merginelisstion ¢re the cherecteristics

of the roor in Letin ‘merica end 'regicslliy compose the vesat mejority

of

of the rorulation.

5« Who sre the  oor in the US ? Vhy

The poor in the Us ~re those wio sre morginaslised from the 5 oils
which U3 comrenies ree st home end ebread. Workers in the US are
élso explokted but I think shers sre very sirong bsroiers in US
society between those whc recieve sums of money cut of 211 ro ortion
te their sctivity sond those who 2re excluded . The signe of ¢ xeladil
icn tend to em hseise race,; sex snd neighbourhood. The :oor then
to me in the US tend to be cthe inner c¢city, roeisl or ethnie mincritjaq

&

women, immirrents, ;risoners, old eojle ete.

€. How can yru beet identify with them in Lotin imerica 7
The only true suthentie identificsetion with the poor is to
acoom any them in their strug-le for e new society . It is to
rocelim '"Blegsed ®re JoUu 1COT .see ' Thei niay mesn litersl identific
tion with their situvation, working ond living through CThe seme
axloilation snd merrinstion. In Letin Americe this is seen &8s very

jm-ortent even essentisl for €Gommittcd christians. But it will
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always meen living & simile lifestyle, entering inte friendshi with
the poor end o ressed snd serving their strugrle, esch sccording to

their cs ebilities end the needs of the moment. It slweys mesns
confersion of ousselves from the rieh, the selfish , the 1 ride within
us. Lwven though the struggle of the »oor in Letin Americs uts 8
grest emrhasis on economie, voliticel and cultural emsncipstion the
strupgle for liberstion goes much further then thet to the new men,

the new woman whiech the New testement s eaks ¢f = to 2 reslity which

8lso trenscends history &s we c¢an concieve it.

7« In the US? 1In the US I think the senerel direetion is muc h the
seme = to communicste the messspe f the beatitudes to the ' o0r =
thet they sre blessed, thet they will inherit the lsnd, that they

gre the rreferred cnes of Tod even theough sceciety excludesg then

end that their struggle is vitsl to the liberstion of all, Tpe im=-
ression I have is thet there s much more desrair, horelessnes,

end self-destruction emounz the roor in the U5 then im Letin /merice.

People there robasbly resort more to drugs, alochhel, sexims to esce e
from their reslity. It is muech essier for on oppressed erso n to
see gn end to his/her stete in Latin Americs Xhaz beczuse the majority

here ere victims wvheress in +the U3 the mejority believe themsel ves to

be the beneficisries of =211.

8. 0Csn you reflegt Biblieslly on some of the above ?
One very importent point which the Bible em haizes again and sgein
end which we Christiens insist on dividing is the unity of life end
feith. Meny sre afrsid thet teking seriously the theme of liberetion,
faith; religion ; srirituslity is debunked. God is forrotten ebout
end men ond women ere seen exclu:ively cor princi slly in therms of
their most primery needs. In prectices meny fesr humsnism has come
to re lace Christisnity, under the puise of liberstion. ’elitics re lace:

religion. ©So 1eo~le withdrsw to the nurely spir tusl, ecclesisl or




9 ARANM-RzEOl- 022 -7 1)

welipious s-here of sctivitys In most csses this ty e of argﬁﬁ’en_
is sim 1y an excuse for insetivity end sn insidious invi@ation

to religious elienébion. In others it mipght be sim"1ly 8 certain

crisig of feith. 'here sre obviously dengers of seéing things too
much on an sctiviat level snd the spiritusl is sd much art of us
g8 the politieel ond one needs to grow in sll.

In that sense the New Testement is very clesr. The Divine is
present end living smoung in 8 mon celled Jesus of lNezereth who
'"humbles himself even to deeth , death on ¢ cress'. There is therefox
8 continous tension , in ourlives between whet the catequism us e
c¢all the netursl snd the su ernatursl. The them of liberation permits
8 profound unity snd synthesis to rrow in our lives between those |
two poles of ettraction. = the humsn end the Divine sdvoiding
he 1itfsll of &&iens’ion.

9« YWhat else would you like to sdd ?

[o some reo le 'liberation peonle ! seem too dogmatic,
too sericus, &8s if they osre cerryvine the weisht of the world's sufier-
ing on their bsacks. I thinikk we 2l]l need to discover more the creativit
and nlurelity of resromses whieh sre ~o0ssible t(eking liberetion es
the vitel chration velue it is. Secterisnism, exclusivity, dominetion
really indicete how liitle we understend of the liberstion proccas.

It msy be nececssary on & ersonel level to conseéntrate on cerisin
issues end concerns hut these should reslly onen us to aifirm

others in heir sesrch. Hone, = dee joy, end enjoyment of 1lif e
should reslly rervede our strugrle. O herwise something serious

is smics.

10. What sbout living in community 7 Rath - how meny peges do

you vent3d ‘here is reslly sc mueh to soy on this level., Essentislly

I think we sesrch for community becsuse we need one snothers su.port

ond fitendshi: in the strugele. On the other hend we ere constsntly
chsllenced to move forwerd. there is 8 mutusl su ort relotionshi,
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&¢” work , However once things sre soried out on thet level there
is the resl denier thet s community close in on itself so it is

$

v ry im ortent to have & clesr relationshi to other communitiessnd

to the atruggle in penersl in order to b constently chenllenged by
it. Openness, hospitality, 's-ticipstion in other grouis etc. sre
Just s imrortent es the internel dynemics. I think slso it is very
difficult to live a atrong community life with & totsally informsl
structure. 'hure is & need for repuler meetings , liturgies etc.

In Letin Americe it is more common for e community rather them sctually
lifing toghter under the one roof Lo give & lot of im ortence to meetings

etc. 88 it is throurh this that community is built up.

11, FPlesse reflect & bit on the situstion of women in Chureh snd
Society in Ls in Americs 7

Being & mon there is 2 good deal of diffieulty in o recisting
the gitustion of women. .’ he mole ex erience of life is very different
g1l over then thet of women. The ty e of society we hsve meons women
get excluded ond esipned very grecific tosks mmxzhak very eorly on sO
sny process Lowerds liberstion in which does not 1lay s key role will

not ring very euthentic. I Lhimk however there are two levels of concern

which I notice in women's @ovement. Cne is the eoncern sbout society in
genersl =nd the strugsle fro liberstion snd +he other level is directly
relsted to issues concerning the s ecific ex loitetion of women taking
rlsce. In Lotin ‘merica the women's movements thst hsve arisen in

the 1lsst few yeers, such sg the m vement sreinst the cost of living in
Brezil, the hunger strike for politicel smnesty in Bolivis of 1978 ond
certicul: o1y the different movements of mothers of roliticsl risoners
sre reelly mobilising sbout issues of peneral concern but wh;ch women
heve been able to give 8 specific inmut in tThe crigis situstion Letin
Americe is living. A good exam-le is the hrpentine movement of the
‘Mothers of Plasa de Msyo'. Traditionslly one of the most meligned grours

in Argentina by the left were the so-called 'fat ledies of high society'.
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With the Videls dictetorshi; meny of their children who were suprortins
the ropuler struggle were Ridnspped so meny of Them begen to join
with other mothers in & weekly protest in rlsze de Meyo , Luenos

Aires demsnﬂﬁng of the regimes the wheresbouts of their children

or grend-children. [here is no doubt thet in swsrding the liobel

Pesce Prise to Adolfo  erez Ecauivel the Norwegism suthorities

were slso giving internstionsl recognition to the Mothers. <Theere

srve reslly s most remsrksble movement , Thele founding member of

60 yesrs of ag- Azucens Di Vicentini was herself kidns ped now 3

yesrs sgo never to be hesrd of =orain snd thexiast wes the first of
meny , the lsst been & mother Norms ci Gienotti who wes kidnapped

by the Argentine militery in eru end her body wes discov-red in

en ensrtment in Medrii@#. They suffer continusl insults end paraeoutiuh
end yet I firmaly belicve thot there is hove for the vietory of truth
snd justice in Argentine becsuse of the mothers. They reslly sre one
of the most forceful morsl movenents I xnow of todsye. OUme of those
unique movements thet everybody feels uncomforteble with = the Church,
the wolitiesl psrties , even the llovbel . esce authorities beesuse they

say the truth directly end tom “he noint.
However ‘erhs s women's

movements in Letin ZAnerica need to concern themselves slso of the

greelfiec roblems snd forms of o rression which women suffer.

And in the US?

In .le U3 women's movements seem to be very strong on Ifeminist issues
but they secnm to heve resl diffienlties in sttecking Lie penersl problems
of society. I think in the US women heve £%ill o meke their wvoice
heoerd on iscues such ss war ~artienlerly the srms rece snd peece. This
growth in swereness emd strmgzle of womwen in the US 1s really one of the
most ho eful things he pening . It is & resl'sigh of the times'.

e cribe e Little Brothers of Jesus |
s
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Eemeritm The Little Brothers of Jesus begen when & smsll groun of
French eleriecs decided in the mid 30's to follow the teschings and
exsm le of Cherles de Foucsuld by setting up 8 t ype of primitive
monastery in E1 Abiodh in Algeris. Charles de Feuceuld wes 2 Frech
soldier end exylorer of the Sehars who latter on in his life became

s Christien , @ monk , even s hermit for a while. He then returned

to the area of Temensrasset in the center of the Sshars where he

lived as @ kind of missionary-monk until hés wes killed by reiding
bondits in 11916 . One of the most unique festures of his life was
his vision of Jesus @8 one who lived es the poorest, the most humble
of all. Charles felt colled to live mext to Jesus shering the life
of the the most sbsndoned snd exploited of peoples. He saw the 30
years of quiet living st Negsret es the model for his owvm life: -
working sim+ly, living ss just snother neighbour, "ecrying out the
goapel through his life" snd not words. He lived his life out in

2 strong Moglem environment snd rejected rroseltism seeing the role
of the community he wished to found - the little Brothers ss srimerily
a ferment in society. FHis own life wes lived in grest solitude asmoung
a Church which wes ovidly expsending in the traditiomsl missionery end
found it difficult to understend whst he wes egbout.

The Tittle Brothers fromthe begining have emphasised their
vocetion ss essentislly contempletive snd not sctive, where @ simple
style living from manusl work, end shered in community mseke possible
strong links of friendshic with the people .

fhe community to which I belong - the little broshers of the Gosrel
try to live that snd more in the sense we sssume e more sctive presence
in the community « Poverty is seen es & very im ortent aspect of our

voecetion pertieulsrly shering the life snd struggle of the poor.

Sorry %uth if I hed to rush s bit the last two questions. I om

trying to finish tonitght so sz o send you this with Alfredo. Things

ere poing well here snd I hone to write a letter soon to 8ll -~ Love L




