This "status" report on human rights

in Argentina was reguested bty the House
Intarnational Relations Committes on
September 15, 1976, The request was made
urder section 502B(e) of the Military Aid -
law, the =mp-ralled "hWuman rights clausa™,

The report was submittsd tc the Committee

in Kovember, 1676 but on a classified hasis,
A non-classified version, printed hers,

was released on December 27, 157€, Fresumably
this version has been sdited to remove
contrecversial materials.

It should be kept in mind that this
report was prepared by the State Department
with the view in mind of justifying
contimied U,S5. aid to the Argentine junta.
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REFORTS SUBMITTED EY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE CONCERN:
ING THE OBSERVANCE OF INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS AND
THE IMPLICATIONS FOR U.5. POLICY [December, 970
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1. POLITICAL GIELATION

Argentina is a federal republic headed by President Jorge Rafael
Videla, who camsa to power on March 22, 19%], after a coup ov
the administration of President Tsahel d» Peron. .

The March 1976 conp was precipitated by serious political and eco-
nomie instability whieh fed upon each other. In March the Consumer
Price Index was increasing at o 346 percent annual rate (on an acceler-
ating curve ). There was deepening recession and an external payments
crisis threatened default on foreigm debts. Vielensa was rampant. In
the 3 years of the Peronist adminisi miion {1078-76), over 2,000 Argen-
times died as & result of Jeft- and right-wing terrorism. Since
politieal violence hasclaimed at least 1000 lives. N

The eurrent cycle of violence in Argentina began in the late sixties
with the formation of the People's Revolutionary Army (ERFP) and
the Montoneros, both terrorist organizations dedicated to violent reve-
lution and working clesely with guerrilla groups in Urugraay, Chile,
aml Bolivia. When guerrilla orzanizalions were defeatal or custed in
thesa three countries, many of tﬁeir members fled ta Argentina, begin-
ning in the early 1870's with the defeat of the Tug::u.nr-:s in Uruguay.
Significant rightist counterterror commenced under the Peron regime
and with the sponsorship of his confidant Lopez Rega.

o.' LDGAL SITUATION

The Ar '.itine qulgit';:tioﬁ of 1853 is in effect. In practice, how-

. ever, the deorees and lnws prormlzated by the military government

take precadence in case of eenflict. This principle has been consistently
upaeld by the Argentine Supreme Court. :

The Argentine Constitution is clusely patterned after the TS, Con-
stitptinn and provides most of the same leml sunranress, The major
exception is a “State of Siege™ provision containad in artizles 23, 67,
and 86 of the Canstitution. These articlss provida for the suspension of
habeas corpms temporarily. the detention of suspecta indefinitely and
the moving of accused persons from place to place within the country
without their consent.

The State of Siege was Invoked by the Peronist | veriment and
hias been in effect since November 6, 1974,
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1. INTEGRITY OF THE FERBON

-The rights of lifa, Lberty, and security of person are
Jarly by terrorists at both ends of the political spectrum.
wrent and predecessor ndministrations have reporcedly
n violations altributable to persons associated with the
the legel seenrity forees have reportedly killed deisinees
erroriem. Right-wing terrorism or counterterrorism has
it by vigilante squadsoperating with apparent. impunity.
and retired military and police personnel are re 2dly
such souads. Their vickims have neluded a wide vanety
13, suspected terrarists, other leftiss, priests and foreigm
=, There are no reliable statistize on the number of victims
ip3, but a reasonable estimate would be in the hundreds.
srions episode took place on August 30 when 30 lefrist
ce allegedly executed in Pilar. in part as retaliation for
i a retinéd meneral, and in part ap?nrantlr i3 4 WATMING
dremusts, (The Armpesly International Report 1975-76
1 palitical assnazinations sinea 1878 to the AA A, Argen-
vmnanist Alliance, a vigilante orpanization initially as-
he Peron g-:-flrnmeﬂtj It should be noted that reported
htist vielence havedeelined in recent weels, but it is too
iny conchizions at this time.
orism continues and has been respensible for hundreds
assgssinations aud Kidoapings, Many policanen, mili-
Looandd Fuzinessmer hara n murdered 27 random. Ar-
ires of American buzinesz firms have been fraquent vie-
imeriean and foreign executives in considerable numbers
wentina fo czcnpe kadnaping and /or murder. In 1875 the
msular Agent in Cerdoba, John Patrick Egan, was mur-
Montoneres. while a USIA ofizer. Alfred Laun, was kid-
vrowly esemped death in fhee same city.
While tartnre. crnel. inhimman ﬂnﬂydpgmfling'rremmmt.
t have not been a general practice in Argentina, such
portedly used by the security forees to extract informa-
e prisoners, particular]ly suspected.or proven terrorista.

quastioning prisoners of this type zpparently receive

swmal treatment, Olga Talamante, an Amerean released
lie March coupy has alleged that she was tortured: the
o was mode by American Gwenda Mae Loken Lopez,
from April to September 1978, (Father James Weeks,
isanad in Argenrine from Angust 3-17, testified ahout
‘nt of prizoners in Argentina. on September 28 before
(tee on Iuternationsl Organizetions of the Commitiee
il Relations of the Houze of Representatives, Father
nost atrozities are carried out by rightwing extremist
» of polica and paramilitary perzonnel.” Amnesty In-
G, “Testimonies on Prisoners, Tarture and Detention
deseribes several cases of repotted torture.)
Legal redress for povernmental sbuse of basic rizhts
wvailable In Argentina lmt may well be denied in cases
rges of subversion.

:

Artiele 9.—The security forces have detained numerqus, pe
for investigation and questioning under the provisians ofythe E‘ﬁtj 2]
of Siege or other laws, e.g.. arms contrals laws. Soane e abidel- .
nitely, others are freed after a short time, and still offiers m prmﬁ 1BsAC
n to the regular courts or (o military courts as preseribed by law. An
accurate estimate nf nereons detained under the State of Siege is im-
ssible to caleulats. At the time of the March eoup. The Amnesty
?Iﬁrn ational Keport 1975-16 estimzted that over 4.000 le were
under detention witheut trinl for unlimited periods. The figure is
currently lawer ix all probability. In October 1976 during a visit fo
the United States. the Armentine Foreigm Minister mhi‘ the press
there were 1,000 prisuners zs of (Lut Jdate, He reportedly said that 500
persons had been released a few days enrlier. We have no independent
1aformation to corroborate any of the above statisties. i
Articte 10—The right to a fair hearing. In Argentina, preliminary
investigations are condueted by judges. The right. of habeas corpus 1#
not honored in cases arising under the State of Siege. .
Article 11.—Argentine courts funetion normally in most enses, in-
suring the right to a fair triml. The esceplion applies to individuals
held ander the State of Siege, Tn snech eases the Argentine Snpreme
Court hes ruled that the jurisdiction of the military justice system
over subversion and arms control cases applies cnly when it is clear
that the offense is actually linked to the sceurity of the nation. Right-
and left-wing intimidation of lawvers and judgzes haz made it difficalt
t> insure fair trials in cazes of allesed subversion and/or terrorism.
(The Amnesty International Report 1975-T6 states that lawvers
formed ene of the largest eatecories of prisoners held under the State
Blege in 1970 becquse ther c'le:'enr'lec[. political prisoners.) The re-
port notes aecurately that lawyers are refusing to defend political
prisoners.

2. OTHEE FREEDOMS

Argentines are treated equnally before the law regardless of race
or religion. Freedom to leave the country and return is the general
rule. Freedom of thonght and religion ere gencrally mﬁr?mhﬂ mn
Argentina. The Jehorah's Witnesses, however, are encountering prob-
lema, as they have elsewhere in Latin America, because of their refusal
to serve In e armwed forces or salute the flag. In Aungust 1976 the
Argentine Government banned the YWitnesses. This ban is being ap-
pealed in Argentine courts by the Witnesses,

Anti-Semitism has heen a rerurrent phenomenon in A rgenfina’s
modern historr. In mid-1976 there were n series of bombings of
synagogues and machinegun attacks against store fronts. This was
accompanied by the appearance on Argentine newsstands of numer-
ous anti-Semitwe publications. The Government responded by closing
down the }t’l:h]ishinn honse responsible for most of this material.
On Septembeér 29 Fresident Videla mot with a leader of the Jewish
community in Buenos Aires. as well £5 with Jeading Christian firures.
After ths meeting, the rubbi who altended reportedly stated that
he hoped that “the peacs and nnderstonding we found at the
President’s table are a reflection of what is to come for Argentina
On October ¥ Foreien Minister (Guzzetti me® with representatives of
the American Jewich Committes in Xew York. We were informed



b che committes that the Fureign Minister gave strong reassurances
¢hat anti-Semitism would not be allowed to become a problem. The
commitiee alsa reported to us, however, that some of the suppressed
anti-%emitie publications have reappeared under different Filﬁﬁ
pnames. (In testimony before the Subcemmittee on Internationa (-
ganizations of the Committes on Internutional Relutions of the Hc_:usg
of Representatives on September 28, Mr. Rurton Levinson of B’nal
Brith diseussed the bunuing of anti-Semitic literature, noling it
was & partial ban bus  signiiieant first step in dealing with the rab-
lems of anti-Semitism, Mr. Levinson stated that the Jews had not
sutfered phrsieal injuries as a result of right-wing actiuns.)

Freedom of exprossion and opinion in Argeatina has been somewhat
restricted by the banning of some rightwing and leftwing pt blica-
tions. The Argentine press is requirad to exereise self-censorship, and
is specifically prehibited from meationing terrorist and antiterrorist
operitions unless officially authorized by the Government. There is,
nevertheless, critieism of human rights abuses in the Argentine press.
Feow journelists have snffered arrest and unl{ for short perisds. For-
eign correspordents file stories frecly. On August 21 the Argentine
Newspapers (wners Association, mepresenting over 100 -uuluursand
publishers, complained to Pregident Videla about press resriefions.

Upon taking pewer in March, the military junta dissolved the
parliament and banned political laber astivity. Some Inhor nnions were
taken over temporarily by the Goverminent and, on September 8,0 law
was passed providing for up to 10 years in prisan for strike organisers.
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1. FROMOTION OF OBSERVANCE OF HUMAN EIGHTS
The enbjset of human rights hos been raised repeatedly with repre-

sentatives ¢f the Government of Argentina during 1978 by them
ment of Stete and our Embassy in Buenes Aires. Aware of curi

in this matter, Argentina officials have themselves broiched the subject:

with us on a namber of oscasions. In fact, no nther substantive subject
has been discussed more often with the incumbent Argentine Grovern-
ment than human rghts, The Ambassador has personally explained
ab lengiis our vaew of the problem to President Videln. to other mem-
bers of the junta and to mast members of the Cabinet, including the
Minister of Foreign Relations, the Minister of Economy. the Minister
of Tnterior the Mintster of Justice, and the Minister Df, Labor. Sl’n_jl:u'
officialz of the Department of State have reviewed with the Foreien
Minizter and various of his collengues in the T::liil:’l] States ﬁpﬂﬂ!_ﬁ‘f
violations i Argentina. The eubject has been discussed often with
Argentina‘s-Ambrssadar in Washington sl with officers of the Argen-
tine Embassy., In addition. Embassy officers and wisiting American
nfeislz dizenzs human rirhts regularly in comversations F}ﬂ'l their
Arzentine counterparts. Officizls at the Department of Delense, in-
cludine the Director of the Tifer-American region. hare disenssed the
enhicor with rosident and vieitine Argentine military officers. Cuir
military pttachds in Duenog Ajres also consistently raise the problem
of human vights with their Argentine counterparts in an effort to make
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them awaree of United States viows In chese discussions tk mm T
topics have been raised mpmhlﬂ]y by American oﬁmnﬁ R biea1ote
—Aecess to cand the treatment of American prﬁiﬁmnrs*{hem- an
}Buliti{“ul charges; )
—Deep concern over repoerts of mass murders, and the indis-
eriminate killings of political refugess and priests;
—The urgent aved Lo control vigilants groups and punish terror- -
ism nof En:!-. the left and the right;
—The safety of political refugess; (e
—Anti-Semitism ;
—Thz need to bring to trial or release nlleged subversives; and
—Thz need to publish the names of prisoners.

The Government of Argentina has stated that the current situation is

temporary and that normal conditions will be restored within a short

Time.

At the behest of Congress and Ameriean citizens, we have also in-
uwired about Argentine and other non-Ameriean nationals held in
etention. While moet of ovr diplomacy has been private, the Ambassa-

dor did raise the subject of human rights in an interview published in’

July by Argentina’s leading business publication, Mercedo. The Am-

bassador noted that human rights violations had disturbed United -

States relations with other courtries and expressed the hn;pa that this

would not happen with Argentina, noting President Videla’s promise

to respect human rights,

The U.5. Information Service reprinted in pamphlet form and dis-
trituted 1o key Argentines and to the media Seeretary Kissinger®
speeeh i Santiago last June. USIS also provided all media with
eapies of then Assistant Secretary Rogers' speech on “Human Kights
and 17.5, Polizies in Latin America.” La Opini¢n, onc of the most
important Argentine newspapers, published the complete text of the
Rogers® article. Our Embassvy alo sent the text of bath the Secretary’s
speech amd the Rogers’ artizle to the Foreign Ministry and to the
af the Presidency. In addition, TSIS officers have given numerous
briefings to Argentine journalists in an efort Lo explain the U.8. posi-
tion om human rights.

2. DISASSOCIATION OF T.% SECTIITT ASSISTANCE FROM ﬁi:L&t:&*:i nir i
! . LOTAMAN RIGIOTS

Tn September our Embassr in Fuencs Aires outlined the human'

. Tights provisions of the International Sceurity Assistares and Arms

Export Control Act of 1976 to high-level Argentine officizls, giving &
eopy of the law to the President and Foreism Ministrr on Septem-
ber 12. The commander of the U.S. Military Gronp at the snme time
raised the subject with the Minister of Defense and provided him with
o copy of e seme legislalion

Argentine Jeaders have stated that as a matter of policy they do not
condone and are seeking to curb violations of human rights. but that
in the present atmozphere of terrorism, they canmat 3t control the
situntion. .
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D. U.5. Secenrry Assistisce Procnam

A, JUSTIFICATION FOR CONTINTATION oF FROORAN

The amount of U.5. serurity assistance to Argentine preposed for
fiscal year 1977 is 2484 willion in foreign military ssles credits and
less then §TOM000 in grant military training. These sums were justi-
fied te Cangresz and approved soon after the Vid:la government came
to Wer,

e United States does not extend aid to the Argentine police,
except to control and interdict the fow of nareatics. o L

U.S. military credits are used almost exclusively for major invest-
wient ilems, such us ships and aireraft. They have licde or no bearing
an_ths counterterrerist eapability of the armed forees. e

Security assistance demonstrates cur desire to cooperate militarily
with « country which has 1,000 miles of constline o the South Atlantic
reaching to Cape Horn, Our assistance orients the Argentine military
professionally toward the United States, exposing them to our Im]:!-
nology and methode. In return, it offers the United States the possi-
bility of improved communication with the Argentine military who
have always influenced events in their country and are now the domi-
nant sector. This helps promote and protect our rarious interests and
helps insnze that wa will get a hesring o matters of eoncern to the
Tnited Scates.

Argentina, it should be noted, is alreadr a midéle power in terms of
develepment. Iz has a high rate of irdustrialization and is ene of the
world's leading exporters of foodstafts. In addition, it Ias substanlial
uranium depesits, well trained physicists end ambitivus plans for
nuelear power development. U3, direct investment in Argentina totals
£1.4 bilhon; T.5. exports were §328 million in 19753 our lml;;l'l? were
2215 million: and we have n credit ex of about 82.7 billion, of
which almast, §00 million is owed to the Eximbank and the balance

to commercial banks,
P, NATIONAL INTEREST DETERMINATION

In order to preserve a professional relationship with the Argentine
Armed Forces and demonstrate our interest in constructive overall
relations with Argenrina. thereby prumweting the U.S. policy objec-
tives outlined above, the Department of State is of the npinion at this
time that it & in the nalional interest of the United States to provide
eantinued security assisfanes to Argentina. The Department 1= mon-

itoring the situation elosely.
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