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ARGENTIHA:

A CONSISTENT PATTERMN OF

HUMAH RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

A statemsnt by
The Argentine Commissiaon for Human Rights

March, 18977

" Argentina is the most dangerous place to live in the Western
Hemispher=s today. Herely to advocate free elections or to neglect
removing a painted slogan from a wall is a crime, Due process of law,
the right to a trial, and the right to legal redress for governmental
abuse are non-existent. Since the Armed Forces' takeover of the
country in March 197é, the number of political prisoners has risen to
30,000 according to Amnesty International. The number of persons
kidnapped and tortured or executed by the government runs into the
thousands, and increases every day, A report by the Argentine League
for Human Rights even documents the killing of 130 children by pclice

and military forces.

POLITICAL S4TUATION

The military junta headed by General Jorge Videla care to power
by overthrowing the legally elected government of |sabel Martinez de
Perdn, a government which had scheduled new elections Tor December 1376
in order to presarve the continuity of constitutional rule. Taus the
only legitimacy that the junta can claim derives from its hegemonic
possession and use of military force. " ;

THE JUNTA'S RESPOMSIBILITY FOR HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

Evidence gathered from every quarter indicates that the actions of _J
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the so-called "right-wing death squads', which terrorize the populace, ﬂ”h’ﬂNar:l':r'-“_j-'_':
are compatible and in fact irdistinguishable from the actions of the k3 Memoria
"legal" security agenclies. This evidence also indicates that the
membership of the '"death squads'' is largely derived frem active duty
and retired police and military personnal. Additional testimony from
Father James Weeks and other U.S. citizens kidnapped by such groups
indicates that their captors were in permanent comrunication with the
highest levels of government. Military officiers in charge of the
predetention camps far these U.5. citizens learned within hours of
the Tnguirles mada-by the U.5. State Department and the U.S. Embassy.
Finally, it must be noted that despite continuous protestatians
by the junta of the independence of these ''death squads', not a
singie member ar alleged memter of such a group has been arrested or
prosecuted for illegal activities.

THE FATE OF PRISDMNERS

A thorouch analysis of the dozens and dozens of documents ard
testimonlas which are avallabkle from prisoners and their relatives
as well as frem international investigative teams Indicates that the
folloewing have become the norms of the judicial process under the
military regime:

a) The right to HABEAS CORPUS (guaranteed by the Argentine
Constitution) has been abolished. The authcrities do not answer
fnquiries as to the whereabouts of detained persons nar will they
make public any list of detainees, clalming such Informatlon to be a
milftary secret. There are rumerous cases c¢f friends or relatives of :
disappeared persons themselves being arrested while making such
Inquiries.

b) The overwhelming number of detainees never come before a
Court of Law, and most have ne formal charges filed against them.
Detainees are generally interrogated, judged and sentenced by those
wiho arrested them or by their military superiors.

c) For those few prisoners who do not come before a military
or civilian tribunal thare is no such thing as a falr trial. Lawyers
who are willing to defend political cases have been killed, kidnapped
and/or farced into exile, Mest judges are either military men or
have been carefully scrzened by the military, or those few who are
believed to ke too '"lenient" have themselves been threatened and forced
to resign their posts.

d) The govarnment does not recognlze the right of persons

detained under State of Siege regulatiens tc choose exile from the
country, as 15 guaranteed by.Article 23 of the Argentine Comstitution.

POLITICAL REFUGEES IN ARGENTINA

Estimates of the number of polltical refugees In Argentina
run as high as 20,000, and it Is widely documented that these persons
have been special targets for the kidnapping, torture and executian
which have become sc commonglace in that cocuntry today. Perhaps




the test indication of the active role of the gavernment in this
persecution Is the free rein with which agents of the Chilean and
Uruguayan pelice themselves pperate wWithin Argentine barders in search
of refugees from those countries. The Uruguayar police, for example,
occupy a whele floer of the Federal Police Building in Buenos Aires
The situation for refugees in Argertina is so bad that the
Commissioner for Human Rights of the United Hations has issued a call
to the democratic nations of the world to accept those refugees
into their cwn countries,

THE TRADE UKION MOVEMEMNT

Perhaps no sector of the population has felt the lash of the
military as hard as has the trade union movement, heretofore ane
of the most important influences in Argentine scciety. Immediately
after the cocup 36 of the largest and moest influential unions were
put under the direct contral of military administrators. All union
activities, such as collective bargaining, the free election cf
union officers,, and plant meetings, were prohibited. Strikes were
banned and a ten-year prisan sentence was decreed for strike
organizers, Laws regulating layoffs and working hours and corditions
were annulled, and a wage freeze Instituted which has resulted in
a S50% reduction in purchasing power for the average worker. Union
officials, shop stewards, and plant delegates became Imporzant targets
for security forces.

RELIGIOUS PERSECUT ION

Priasts and other church leaders have been singled out for

T

particular attention. A report by the Catholic Institute for International

Ralations states that as of Octocber 1976, 17 priests had disappeared
or been killed, |6 more arrested,; 4 deported, and 9 farced to leave
the country because of threats to their lives. The Biskop of La Rlgja,
Monsignor Angelelli was also murdered on August & while investigating
the killing of two priests.

Anti-Semitism has alse flourished since the coup. In August 1976
alone, more than 20 Jewlsh-owned shops were machine-gurned along .
with a Jewish scheel and a bank. Nazl literature is openly sold
throughout the country. Writing in Tha Mation on February 12, 1977,
author Harry Maurer concluded that the situatlon constitutess "'cne
of tke ugliest eruptions of anti-semitism since the Holecaust'.

ATTACKS ON OURNALISTS AMD SCIENTISTS

State of Siege regulations prahiait the publication of any news
not provided or approved by the official military press office. More
than 30 newspapers, magazines and radio stations were closed down
in the first five menths after the coup, and In the same period
an estimated 300 Journal ists were jailed. In August I1S7€ alone
12 men and wemen journalists were kidnapped, killed or arrested.
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Universities and other educational institutions have been
equally hard-hit by the policies aof the government. Science Magazine
in Its December 1976 Issus documents the firing of hundreds of
scientists frem their jobs, and the arrest without charges of many
others. Only those courses approved by the governmant may ncw be
taught.

A CONSISTENT PATTERN OF HUMAN RIGHTS VICLATIONS

A wide range of international srganizatiors and investigative

~ teams have concluded that human rights violatiens are routine policy 2

in Argentina today. These include Annesty International, the
International Commission of Jurists, and members of the Canadian
parliament and the U.5. Congress.
The existence of these wviclatians is alsa attested to by ths
mounting stream of documents and testcimonles from prisoners and
their relatives which have been sent out of Argentina at great risk |
to their authors. The denial of due precess, the suspension of the |
judicial system and the trade unlons, the systematis kidnapping -
and execution of persons from all strata of society, and the use
of torture in its most hideous forms are so pervasive In Argentina
teday as to lead to the inescapable conclusion that the pattern of
human rights violations there is deliberate, ongoing, and persistent. |

* *® & % %

The Argentine Commissian for Human Rights
Comisidn Argentina par los Derechos Kumanos (C.A.D.H.U.)

1912 K Street, N.W., Washingten, D.C., 20036 202-296-8340




