House socalled Ethics Committes, John Flyot, They
weren'l the caly cnes rallying around Sikes, who, inci-
dentally, with shaven pate and waned moustache, actually
Jooks like an actor gol wp to play a military mag, not
quite the von Strobeim role in “Grand IMusioz,” but
easily the Geperal in “The Walz of the Toreadors.”
Defense contractoss and Peatagonians were all over the
House in the days hefors the vote and their principal
argumsnt was not about what a crackerjack commitiss
commander Sikes was, but almost exclusively aboat what
Sikes had dops in the line of military installations for
Members® districts, That probably accounted for the
_ heavy vote against him, better than two to one. Scme-
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REPRESSION 1Y ARGENTING

I kmow that I shall never forget the anguish which
I experizaced on Sucday, November 14, 1976, in the
City of Cordoba, Argentina. Areund 10:00 p.m. on the
previous evening, Josefa Martinez, 2 25-year-old student
of architecture, bad visited the repress tatives of Am-
nesty Intzroational who were in"Argentina to make a
report on the pumber and conditiog of pofitical prison-
ess. Early the pext morziag the moiber of Josefa Mar-
tinez phoned to say that Josefa had mever returned
home. Ste had becn arrested by the police or abducted
by right-wing terrorists simply  because she dared to
speak 1o a group inquiring about Argentine citizens de-
tained Dy the jumta puveromenat without being charged
with any ciime. 5 34780

Although 1 happened not to he present with the thres-
pessen group from Amuesty International when Ms.
Martinez visited, her disappearance caused me anguish
as if a member of my cwn family had met such a fate.

We immediately went to the top officials at the U.S.
Embzesy who protested to the highest official in charge
of internal security in all of Argentina. The next day 1
went personally to the Papal Nuncio asking him to io-
tervene oa behalf of Josefa

We had no hard infermation until December 15 that
Tasefa had in fact been released. For a month we ex-
perienced some shzse of that agony endurad hy Josefa's
parents, her friends and her employers; all of us asked:
Can there b any justification for 2 governiment engag-
ing in such cruel practices? :

The disappearapce of Joscfa was one 2mong thou-
sands since a thres-maa mililary junia seized power On
March 24, 1976, foliowing the ouster of M. Peron
after a presidency that brought zbout massive political
corruption and au inflationary rate of 550 percent pe:
year.
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limes, there just isn't any gratitude in the werld.

Afler Sikes subsided, the Democrats of the full com-
mitre= nomipated his successor, Gunn McKay of Utah.
It is net difficul: at all 1o predict that the Pentzgon
will quite soon reveal Lhal the Great Salt Lake is virtually
unéelendsd, wide open to Soviet seizure by way of the
polar-Cecadian routs, needs a fotilla at least, perbaps

a couple of shallow-draught carmers, with appropriate _

<heri-line support systems all the way round. What the
Joint Chiefs may discover is that you caal count on
corrupting @ Mormon the way you obvigusly can some

one whese very regicn is called a Panhandle. =T

-

FRANK GETLEIN
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The r=yime of allegedly moderate General Iarge Vi-
dela apparently thinks that it can solidify its position
by climinating every potential political dissident by his
disappearancs, his imprisoaument, or his death. But this
reign of terrur might conceivably be galvanizing the
people of Argentinz 1@ fight for those rights carefully

spelled out ia their constitution, 2ll ef which have been

suspended by the present governmeat.

Dr. Emilio Migacne may be one of those whose in-;
dignation at the governmeal can bring about a turm of

cvents in Argentina. Tn May, 1976 four military mez
appeared at Dr. Mignons's home and kidnapped his
24-yearold daughter, Monica, .2 schoolicacher in 2
poor disudct. De. Mignons, former Deputy Commis-
sioner of Education for Argentica and former Ambas-

sader for Fducation at the OAS, bas had access to the

highest levels of suvernment, but o one is able ar
willing to tell him eoything about Moniea. 1 saw Dr.
Mignone three different times during my 12 days in

Argentina and collected from him every relevaet fuet™ °

2bout Monica's disappearznce. But she is still missing

— ome o a number of such persons whe, since the new -

government took over cn March 24, is estimated as
between £,000 and 14,000.

‘['he government argues that it must suppress the
viglence ia the strests and mobitize pgainst what it regu-
larly calls a “civil war.” The more parancid of the gov-
ernment offizials theorize that the Macxists desire 1o
make Argentina a sizpping stoae for the conquest of
‘he southern cone of Latin America for Communism.
For that reason, they hava dissalved the Congress, sup-
pressed the palitical parties, cortrolled the press and
rrilitarized the courts. These things bave happered be-
fore in the 13 governments which have controlled Ar-
E,tﬂliﬂl in the last 20 ;,rgar-{——'nul Lthe sweep of the 101al
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repression which characterizes the Videla government
has mever been seen in Argenlina before.

Cne well-informed citizen told me that in his opinion
thers is “not one courageous person in all of Argentina™
The extensive findings of the Amnesty Interpational
leem—1lo be published in a comprehepsive report in
Mareh, 1977—ternd to corroborate this statement. Jour=
nalists have backed down; the 103-yeer-old mewspaper
La Frensa prints what &t is told to. All of the newspapsrs
followed povernmental directive and “had-mouthed”
Amnesty International while we wers thers, Students,
who for generations in Latin America have fomented
revolutions, wow gquiztly spend their time in crowded
universities surrounded by police and security guards.
Sume 30 altomeys out of 30,000 are in prison, but the
bar associations conten: themselves with meaningless
declarations that the government should observe pro-

cecural due process during the existencs of the state

of siege. 1

The incheate militancy of Catholic leadership in Ar-
gentina may bave reached a turning-peint with the mur-
der cf thrze prizsts and rwo seminaciaas on July 4, 1976.
By everyone's admission the government could discaver
if they wanted to the murderess of these five clerics. But
the governmert may desire to leave the memory of these
assassimaticns as a method of intimidation against the

Charch. On April 15, 1976, the 70 bishops of Argea-

tina issued a pastoral which contained these beld words:

“Every day the papers bring us news of many othzr
deaths zbout which nothing is ever known es to how
or by whom they have occurrsd . . . what forces act
with such impunity? . . , what rights are left to the
average citizen?™ ’

It is clear, however, that the povernment doss oot
wart a ronfrontatioa with ths Church; they remember
thar in 1955 the Church ultimately won after it excom-
muniaied Peron and rook its case for religious freedom
to the people, .

The Cherch at the same time recognircs—as does
almost everyome in Argentina—that an excessively
vehement assault on the Videla government for not

"observiag human rights could rather easily be exploited

25 an excuse by the right-wing generals to replace Videla:

with one ef their own. But the bisheps ars not unmind-
ful of the fact that some 18 cr more Catholic priests
are jailed. These men have been seized for teaching
what the bishops recommendad ia 1970 when they rec-
ognized “the need . . . to seek a pew ard human, viable
asd effective way roreazds libesation. . . "

Many in Arzenting state that the Church, by speaking
out, could improve many featurss of the dictatorship.
But wise and brave Catholic leaders are not certain that
a Church-State confrontation in the Chilean pattern
would be productive in Argentina, Churchmen no less
thaa stalesmen became cautious when they see the ter-
rerism of the left-wing extremists in operation. But
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Catholic spokesmen pl=ad=d with ;-._-.; iﬁ;‘ﬁhﬁ&#
Iy 1o increass pressurss from North Amﬂm Y

tablish democratic process in Arpentina,

The United Siales gives 547 milion in military assist-
ance to Argentina in this Escal year, This aid must be
cut off for the next fiszal year or even suspended during
this year if it is established that Argertina is engaged in
a "patiern of gross violatons of internationally pusrom-
tzed righte.” Congress bas alicady terminated all military
assistance to Chile and Uruguay, Is the situation in
Argentina any better? Congress will hold hearinzs op
that questicn, and the answer will be forthcoming in
the spring or summer. | . s

This year the Interzational Development Bank made
Inzns of 2bout $140 million to Argentina. The United
States laxpayer provides 35 percest of that sum, or
about 550 million. The Congress could request that no
a2ddidonal leans be made oz even that forther payments

oo existing Joans be suspended. In 1976 the World

Bank loamed Arpentina $115 million for an electdcal
Liansmission project. Twenry-five and three-tenths per-
cent of this money or atout 530 million dollars is from
the United Staizs. The World Bank grants loans on the
basis of the worthiness of the project rather than the
political character of the recipients. But the Congress
could request the World Bunk lo declars Argeating jg-
eligible for Joans until it relzases its thowsands of po-
lideal prisoners and otherwise cbserves basic human
rizhs. )

The shockizg disrespect for hurman rights in Argentina
is carried out in the pame of containing Communism.
The Catholic Chorch has had its share—perhaps a dis-
proporiicnate share—of inculeating a fear of Commu-
oism, but the bishops of Argentina and Brazil recos-
pize that the widespread suspeusion of comstituticnal
rights, the uss of torture end the unbeasable crusliies
inflicied on human beings by the disappearance of peo-
ple like Josefa and Menica cannot be morally justified
as methods pecessasy for the suppression of subversion,
The bishops of Brazl on November 18, 1976 spoke
cenvincingly and couragecusly of what is happening in
th= southzro ccoe of Latin America. They noted that
“regimes of force, clziming to fight Communism and
carry .out cconomic development, declare an anati-sube-
versive war agaiast all who do not agree with an authori-
tarian vision of society.” :

The bishops summed up the message of their 3600-
word statement with these words: “Such anti-Commu-
nis;t i brutalizing its agenis, creaties famaticisn, vie-
lepce and fear: it s sacrificing freedoms, Suppressing
individaal guarantees and leading to stat= ahuses, arhi-
trary imprisonment, toriure aod the loss of freedom of
thought.”

- ROBERT F. DERIMNAN

(Father Robert F. Drirgn, S.1., it a Member of Con-
gress from the 4th District, Massachzsetts,)

}3 Fr.!:-rr.‘d.l'}! 1977 Ind
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