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717 STRUGGLE AGAINST HUMAN -IGHT'S VISLATIONS IN LATIN AMurICA

Dewing World War II Europe lived through the horrors of destruckion
and mass exrtermination to such a degree that ewven certain ordinary
name plgggg,ﬁgvakgggggEChh%ﬁgeH%TEEEymbols of terror and man's in-
humanity to ﬁan. In the immediate aftermath of the war NEXrt an
indienated world public opinion reacted giving birth to the United
Nationa Organ-ization 'to save succeeding generaiions from the scourge
of war, which twice im our lifetime has brought untold sorrow to mankind
and to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity aad
worth of the human person, inthe equal rights of men and women and

of nations large and small"(Preamble of ‘harter

Searcely 35 years later when we look at the state particularly

of most Third World countries we can only say how wrong we were when
we tho ught that such flagrant violations as mass extermination, torture,
genocide would never be repeated again. In a dramatic speech delivered to
the United Nations in Geneva in February 1982 the then Human Rights
directer Dr. Theo Van Boven had this to say smem based on many years of
personal experience

UFamrrote:oforfixitedxNxttans xerthcrasveckrkorses

e this sagt few years jﬁhaue had the opportunity tm of addressing
this Commission(™uman Rights) on varios human rights concerns and
sarticularly, the urgency of dealing with viclations of auman rightes. Teday,
I would like to to uch on an issue , which, on any account, must be
consideréd the most basic and fundamental guesticn on the human rig his
agenda: namely, the security of human life and the need to stop deliberate
violatio.ns of the right to life. .. The right to life is without doubt

the most fundamentzl of all human rights. Without legal and social = protection

of human life, the very fabric of our societges would be destroyed. ...
et us rdcall that the United Natisns and its human rights programme were
established in reaction %o some of the most massive and outrageous assaunlts
on human life ever committed in the history mof mankimd. Since the establishment
of tha United Natic ns neverthelesa, delibedate uaquJts of" the life of the
human person have beer one of the erying shames of our times. We have witnesaed
and continue to witness: genocide, political liquidations, mass k#llings,
arbritrary and summary executions: torturej disappearancesj killinga of re-
gugees =nd indiscriminate killings in armed conflicts. .. the deliberate
killings of human beings rank amongat the most severe, extensive and
shocking violations of human rights in the world today. ... ne crn argue
sbout the numbers of thoae murdsrad, axecuted or disappeared. These numbers runni
into the thousands and tens of thousands, often go beyond the comprehension
af what one can menially or morally grasp. They go beyend any humen compee-
hengion of the suffering inflicted upon whole populations and gensrations.
411 of theze comprise individual human beings for whom the Univer=zal Declaration

of Human Righte was equally written and the right to life was equally proclaimed
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as for you and for me. " Thi=s dramatic appeal of which the abovye iz =
short abstract unfortunately fell on deaf earsa, Van Boven was forced sut
of his key position and now works lecturing in a University in his natiwve

Holland. The member gtates of the United Nations dii not want countrieas

tobe named and these grogs and cruel abusee of power have continued unabated.

His afirmations are unfortunately hased on hard fact as can be seen

examining some of the reports »roduced by the UN itself but which usually
remain in cold storage. 4 recent one on the guestion of extrajudicial |
executions calculates a minimum of two million wictims in some 37 different
countries all Fhirdxorid fxe from the Third World. A priority item in
the UN has been the drafting of a Convention againat Torture but the work ‘
has practically come to a halt because of divergencies of opinion as to |
wheither torture is an international c¢rime . Due to the widespread practice ‘
of political disappearances a new language had to be ¢oined and a special
working-group was contened to deal with the problem of enforced or inwolun-
tary disappearances. The Convention against CGenocide was adopted over 30
years ago declaring it to be a erime againat humanity. Yet since that time
it hae never been applied despite clear cases of genocide which has gone on
in magy countries.

The situatio.n has become indeed dramatiec as world public opinion
recieves on its television screens some of the horrors that are been perpetrated.
The real situation is indeed worse as many areas wher= thesse crimes are ﬁq&a'
petpated are isolated or under strict censure for phe oress, The sad aspect
af 211 1is that asople have becone soapalicent and accept pasively the situation
In latin America, In Africa, in the middle Bast , seople +think, the situatiom
cannot be ch.onged and people have grown used to this viclence. That is indeed
very very wrong. The right to life is basic to any culture and thaese
gituzations are always rewolting but they are not easy to change because of

50 much vested interests.

What then is there that cam be done ? In my experience thera is
a clear growth of groups directly affected by the repression who in differes
ways , although u-nited by & common experience hawve taken up the struggle of
human right.s. A clear expample are the different movements of mothers and

families of peole who have been assasintaed or are disappeared. Perhaos the
most well-lmown example has been the mothers of the Plaza de Mayo in Argentina
who have transformed themselves in om of the strongest voimses of condemmation
of the military regime there and now are begining to reap some of the fruits

of their long strugele in that the militery junta leaders are been broughk
before justice. Similiaremovements have been undarway in mamy cther countiries
in Latin America where such abuses have or ars occurring so much thga today
im most countries even the most difficult onems as Tuatemala thare are groups

of families who pubiicly protest against the repressiom and particularly .

againat the practice, all too common; of disappsaring amyone conwidered not
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to be "in line" withe the regime in question. No news ia given of the

the orisone s whersabouts and oftent imes they are secretly assaniated and
buried seertly so that the family never geta to know what has happened, It
seems like the perfect crime organised from the state aparatus. However the
unigue respomse from the famidies of the viotimes is exposing more and more

the barbarity of th,t repression.

Po .r some three years mow the families in the different latin American
countries have heen organising themsslves on a continental wide lefel in
the Latin American Pederatio n of Pamilies of Disaspeared=-DDetainees which
is more commonly known as FEDEFAM. The philosphy of this movement is guite
typhkeal end similiar to othera which are growing up kn Latin America such
as the Justice and Peace movement which is ccordinated by Nobel Prize
winner Adolfo Perez Bzquivel , the base community mwovement in the
Church etc. |

FEDEFAM grww out of the struggle of the families im the differing countries
adopting ae one of its leit-motifs '"There is mo suffering which is useless'.
That is fhere ig the basie conwviction that from a situation of extreme pain
and soffering creative initiatives can be born. Then trere is the commitment
of the families to carry on thiae struggle up to the end, that ie ubtil Latiin ‘
America is free of sguch rlngrnnyﬁialationa. There is the resclution that
the loved ones disaspeared - in order to be & memher of FEDEFAM ona neseds
1o have a family member disappeared - muet be found aiive, In many cmses that
is not physically posible but in the estrugegle and search iteelf the families ‘
recgover their loved ones on another leavsl. I have been associated withe
the movament since it began and it has been a very moving erperience for me

to be participating in the different aotivies. While it is by no means a

womsh' s movement many whko participate most actively are women and the work
| method tends all the time to be personal. They are people of all religious ard
political creeds and national and social barriers are overcome because of the
common suffering exptérience. People show a dedication which leaves one =im—
ply astounded and while the basic philosphy is totally humanitarisn and
not political ; the actividies of the families in the different countries have
a pfofound political impact in their respective countries so much so that to
search for a loved one who has been diuappeqrud is cnnﬁlderﬂd auhversive and
peactically equivalent to terrari&£1;c£i;£t}.l The vnlues af the fumily, the
human person and life itself are so dominant zn_the families consciounsmess
that it is a =xrofoundly non=violent movement ﬁ;ti i is above consédderned that
Jjustice be administered to those responsable for such crimes. Ot-herwise
they will continue to be repeated. The best way then the familiea feel about
erradicating such abuses in the world im 1instaling am intermational judicial
aystem whereby the.governments of any countrj who practiice such flagrant -
violations would be held accountable. wThis proposal is contained in a
project of an intermatiional convention or treatly agai.nst the oractice of
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enforced disappearances which has been presented to the Uhited Nitions but
has yet to be debated., An important breakthough was achieved last Novemwer

when the Organization #f American States declared the practice to be a crime
againsti humanity, which is approving in pricple the basis for such a sysiem,

In order to inorease the lobby for such an initiative in the United
Nations and to create a greate® awareness amoung people sarticu larly in
Latin Americm of the actual dramatic situation, WEDHFAM has declared 1984
28 a year of mobilisation against the Tepresgion in general which is costing
50 many human lives and the practie of political disaspearances in wrticular.
The central motif chosen for the Year's activieiss is "Life and Preedom" and
we hape to generate a greater solidarity amoung peonle with thgéggggicinatinn

different religious, cultural y trade union, political and Youth orgaisations.

At the level of the Chureh itself there has in recent years been a
very clear concern for the question of human rights in general and flagrant
viclations in partioular. The 1974 Synod on Justice in the world considered #
the strugele for human rights to be part of the process of evangelization itgelf.
But much needs to be done. The fact that such important organizations as
Anesty Intermational have had to dramatically expand its activities is ineed
2 living testimony to the conecern of many people for these issues and their
determintion to de smething concretely about it but also indicates that the
problem is growing all the time and that governmesd themselves have to
2ssume their resvonsabidity so as to guarantee that peonle #an at least live
and stay aliwe,

At this moment one knows it it not easy %o raise this issue in Furcpe or
the U3 with all the force it should because of the threat of nuclear war which
is weighing particularly over that part of the world together with Russia, In
my mind tt he struggle fo# Wo rld peace means both eliminating the thresat of
nuclear destructio n but also eliminating these violatons which are plaguing
the poorer countrues and wokdng coneretely towards offering clear posziblities
for economic and soeial development in these countries an essential condition
for achieving the full respect for human rig hts. Tha_quéstion-“where ia
your borther Abel ? {is directed My °God at 8ll if us. “Whore ia your Brother

Where is your sister ?

FEDEFAM is deeply indebted to Trocaire for wital support recedved when
it was begiming to organiss itself and I have sersonally been recipient of that
recongition by families from Mexico down to Argentina who wish to edmedy say
thank you to all the Irish families who susport TROCAIRE with the desire th ism
friendship between the peoples of Latin Amarica and Breland continue +o grown
and deeven itgself.

Fr. Patr Rice -
exeictuive secretary PFEDEFAM




