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STATE DEPARTMENT'S
REPORT: INCOMPLETE
AND ERRONEOUS

The Internatlonal Securliy Assistance Act of 1976 in
its section S0ZB requires the State Department to pro-
duee and 1o make available to the Congress a Report on
the Human Rights situatlon n all the countries o
which il requests Military Assistance. Last year the
State Departmem produced a report or Argentina
and labeled it "Classified.” The document was declassif-
ied and made public officially December 31, 1976,

This report seriously understates the extent of Human
ligh#s v:olations in Argentina, ignoring testimontes and
documentation from internatinnally recognized sources,
It contradicls prior State Depatment statements on the
intended purposes of the Military Assistance Program
and provides inadequate justifeation for the continua-
ton of the :\'“:IIHF}' Asgstanoe Py OfTamm. e will brll!”j
point out some of the report's most cbvious shortcanm-
ings.

AL time when official Argertine Government carr-
munigues admi that the “Security Forces” have killed
nearly 2,000 alleged or suspected subversives in bess
than a year, it becomes wrucial bo delermine whether cr
not the U5, Military Assistance Program is pertinent to
the “counterinzurgency” activities of the Argentine
Governmert, Clarty on this issue & even more iimpor-
tant when we learn that three women alleged to be sub-
versives wore thrown out of an 8th Hoor aparkment un-
der attack by Securiry Forces on December 31, and o
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U.S. AID TO ARGENTINA—
HOW IT GETS THERE

Money trom the US. taxpayer flows lo Argenlina
and other goveraments around the world throogh maorne
than a duzen Jallerent Buvernmenl programs, Last VEear
this aid totalled over %5 tillion dollars. some of which
must be directly approved by Cangress but most of
which is not,

In the next month the new Caner administration will
file its requeste with Congress for the military and econ-
omic aid programs For Fiscal Year 1978, whicl begins on
Cetober 1. 1977,

To understand she reguests which may be made for
Argentina, it Is aseful to examine the different kindks of
aid which have been grarted in the past several vears.
This aid falls into three general categories: mililary aid
{rom the ULE, government, economic aid fram the U5,
governmert and isans from the international lending
agencies,

1. U.S. Military Aid

Military aic to Argentina totalled %49 3 million in
FY77. In requesting this aid lasl year, the State Depart-
ment said that ity purpose was o “support their pro-
gram of armed forces medernization, particularly their
eounterinsurgercy and sea contrel capabilities,” lem:
phiasis added) $48.4 millivn of this murey waes bur Foe-
gign Military Seles credits. meaning that the money
would be used to purchase weapons and equipment
from the U.5, government, Last years ad induded =
high proportion of helicopters ard taciical radio equip-
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{from page 1}
week later bwo pelitical prisoners, Darda Cabo and Ru
tina Uriz (La Opimion, [an, 9, 1977), were killad by Sec-
urity Forees “while trying to escaps  The Seate Depart-
ment, howeser, is not clear on this matter. The recently
released report says: "U.S. military credits have little or
no hearing on the counter terrorist capability of the
Apmed Foroes,” Another Stube Department document
however, the Congressional Fresentation for the Securs-
Iy Assictance Program prepared on Mazrch 8, 1976,
says: “The FMS credits belng preposed for Argentina in
Fiseal Year 1677 will support their program of armed
forces modernization. werticularly their counter-insur-
geacy and sea control capabilittes.” Furthermore, the
hunicls made available through the Military Assistance
Program are being used by Uhe Argentine Armed Forces
to acquire equipment intended for counterinsurgency
use. For examgple:
® 12 "Huey” helicopters of the type which were
commonly wsed in Vietnam lo- transporting troops
inlg combat zones, Similar helicopiers equipped
with high czliber machine guns and epot lights were
used on December 23, 1978 in a counter insorgency
operation in the outskirts of Buenos Aines in which
an undisclosed number of einiliats were killed, The
State Department itself admits in the CFD for Y77
that such hehicopters would contribute tc improvs

Janu args
ing :he counter-insurgency capabili # gt
Armed Forees of Colombia, Nicaragua, -he Philip-

pines and Indonesia, Sgnificantly, these helicop-
ters would expand the halicopter fleei of the Amgen-
tine Armed Forces by 11.2% in a single vear.

® Taztical Radios nol avallable in Argentina are

used primarily for communicatian in dose range

rural and urban eombat, Sirrilar moeds] radios 2w
ised routinely to coordinate bouse ta house searck-
es and foad checks.

Fonally. Argentina is under no threct of @tack by any
fareign comtinental or extracontinental natior, The only
threat Lo the Argeatine Armed Forces results from the
Interna! Security problems they are Facng.

The State Depariment report acknowledges that active
duty and retired military and police personnel are re-
ported members of the sguads responsible for the ki
nappings, the torture and the assassinations. Hawever,
the Siare Department altempls to disassociate the Ar
gentine government beacders from the zcls of their subor-
dinates. The repert affirms that “Argentine leaders have
stated that as a matter of policy they do not condone
and are seeking to corb violations of human rights, but
that in the present alinusphere of terrorism they can act
vet centrol the situation.” The State Department accepts
the public statements of the Argentine government lesd-
£r5 ab face value without comparing it with the govern-
mert's acteal record.

Father James Weeks, an American priest who lved i
Argentina for 11 years and was kodnaped on August 2.
1976 in the rity of Cardaba, analyzed the testimenies of
a large nurrber of wictims of Ridsapiogs and conduded:

“. . - all the kidnapers were icentified by their cap-

tives as police or military men. They were specific-

ally addressed as Uhiet, Captain, Colonel, Lieuten-
ant, ehe
. all the kidnap victims were taken te pre-de-

tention centers, police stations or military head
quaarters.”

Testimony by Father Weeks befors the
Subcommnilies un Internationz] Organlzailons

ol the U.5. House of Representatives
September 28, 1676

Furthermore, additional testimeny from 1.5, citizens
ava:lable ba the State Cepartment indicates <hat the eap-
0% were in permanent communication with the highest
echelons of the gevernment. The military officess in
<harge of the pre.detention houses learned withir. kouss
of the tnguiries being rrade by the 11.5. Embassy and the
State Department an their hehalf.

It is widely sccepted amang observers of Argentina
that the presen: military government’s two major peli-
ciea are to stabilize the economy and to wipe out sub
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version. in the latles task, the government in fact er-
couragzes the acticns of semi-clandestine, well-dscip-
lined scuads made up of and under the leadership of
military and pelice persenne, not only becayse they o’-
83 capture and/orassassinate suspected left-wina zrer-
rillas, but also becawse they intimidate the general pop-
ulation, preventing il from appesing government policy
inword orin deed. In summary, what the State Depar:-
ment does not admit in order to be able to justify con-
timring M ilitary Assistance, is that the actions of the so-
called “right-wing death squads’’ sre competible with
Argentine government pobuies, and supplanent the re
pressive activities of the legal secarity agencies. Ir. this
comtext, to attpmpt to justify the Amgentine govers-
ment’s pollcles and to continue to provide it wita Mil-
tary Assistance isto condone the actions of the more ex-
treme clements in the Armed Forces and m fact to sup-
port the structures, which provide them with lozlstical
spport 2ad permit them 1o operate with impuniey.

The repuort etimates the numbser ¢f political prisoners.
at the time of the coup to be 4,000, citing Amnesty In-
ternational’s 1975-76 report as their source, It then goes
on to assert that “the figure &= corrently lower in all
prabaisility.” For this asseriien no spurce or authority is
given. Howover, Amnesty Internaticnal's 1976 report
nates hat several thousand people were arrested imame-
diately lnllowing the coup and thal some estimates put
the number af these in detention as kigh as 20.000. In-
terestingly, f the figures vpheld by the Argentine gov-
ernment and apparently accepted by the State Depar-
ment were factual, they would incdieate a significant im
provenent on the situation mheriled by General Vicela
or: March 24, Tt would e to the gaveraments advan-
age lo inprove s international tmage to publish a
complete list of the prisoners they hold and thus quiet
most criticisms. However, the governmert refises ta dn
this claimiing that swch a lisl is a military secret and it=
publication would “help subversion.”
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The mepurt alffrirs that the we of torture; amd cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or purishmen: “have
not besn a general practice in Argenting.” Since the
coup we have been receiving regularly testimonies from
victims of torture and mictreatmen!. Feports fram a
dozen independent. governmental and non govern
mental investigative commissions kave determined that
ir fact locture 5 megularky practiced an all detatness sas-
proted of being politically active in opposition to the ra-
gime. Terture has been particularly wicious on those
susvocted of being associated with what security forces
consider to be “subversive ornganizations.”

Fepresertative Drinan from Massaxhussats, who met
with high gevernment offidals during hie recent, Am-
nesty International-spossored Investigative visit to Ar-
gemting, said:

", . . tofture goes or and these people who said

they din not practice it were very familiar wita the

consequences of torure and know exactly how long
the marks stay from an lectric shock. And the gen-
eral wiho came 14 brilke me at Ty kvl kmiew exact-

ly how long eleciric shock marks stayed. And if

tortere does not go an then how do they know so

much about it. They have to prove to the warld
that they are gl condomieg oo, and borlure
goes an

Thw= peprorl, claimms that the I';gl:i (i} Egdl redress and
the right to a tair hearing and olher guarantees af due
process of law are in effect in Argentina excepd in cases
related to subversion or resulling from violalions of
State of Siege regulztions. The reality of the situation js
that the overwhelming majorify of arresi cases never
raach @ sawrt of lmw. When they do, the prisoner is
judged by a military officer or by someore appointed by
the military or approwed by the military. Detaimess are
gereratly interrogated, judged and semtenced by those
wh arrested them or kidnzpped them while in che pre-
detention centers. Sheuld a eose bowever reach & milila-
ry or civilian tribunal, the prisoner would neot be able to
el a detense lawyer for & palitical case, A Lawryer weho
would agree to defend a palitical prisoner would there-
by bacome in the eves of the security farces an accom-
plice and would become subject to imprisonment him-
s¢lf,

Tre gt of understatemerts, distortions and iraccuras-
ces could go an. The point, howsver, s that even those
viclations of Human Fights recognized by the report
should suffice to justify an interruption of all Miliary
Assistance to the Arpentine military regime. Meverthe-
less, it s mecessary that the report be exposed and eritic-
ized and the new admin:stration be requested to pro-
duze & new repoart which reflects more adegquately the
stuafion in Argentina.
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ment sach as were used by 11,5, forees in Vietnam. The
other 900,000 of last year's total ald was for the train-
irg of Argentine military personnel. specificzlly o train
104 officers in the 15.5. and the Panama Canal Zone and
72 officers in Argentina itself. OF this tra:ming program,
the Srare Department says it assists in the accomplish-
mentof the U.5."s political purposes by providing a sig-
n:ficant opportunity for communicati nz with and inkla-
encing the military leadership of other countries, espec-
tally the emerging leaders and youthrul elemrents of de-
veloping nations.”

The U5, also sends training and equipruent to the Ar
gentlne Police through the Justice Department's pro-
gram. the Drug Enforeemnent Administeation, This pro-
gram is supposed to assist only in narcotics programs
bt a number of sources ircluding the U_S. Government
Arenunting Dffice and columnist Jack Arderson have
rep-:wr!ed that thiz aid iz alva ased (or “inlernal seurity’
parposes. The most -ecent figares available ird.cate that
Argentina received $87,000 in equipment in 1975 and an

unspecified amount for pollce trataing in 1995, 1970 and
1977,

2. LL.S. Feanormie Aad

In the past several years, only a limited amount of
this a:d has gone tn Avgerting becasise the naton is al-
ready mare sconomically developed than mwost Third
World councries. However, the U5, Export-lmport
Bank loaned 368,600,000 to Argentina in FY76 far
the purpose of develaping exporl Lade for U5, and
other foreign companies located there Ar Avgust, 1975
LL5. Embassy report from Buemcs Aires stated that
unre Export-Import Bank loans should become avail-
able because of the econemic “stabilization” programs
being developed by the Junta.
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E Lending Agencies

These agencies, which receive funding from the 115,
government, have dramatically Increased thelr lending
program to Argentinag in the pering just prior o and
snoe the coup, The World Bank, which had granted na
s.zeable luuny e Argentlna for the past several years,
approved on September 23 2 $115 Million loan for a pri-
vately owned cleciricity teanerision project in Buenss
Ares, Four more loans for Argentina are awaiting ap-
proval by the FRank

The Inter-Amenican Developorment Bunk (IDB) began
to step up 35 lending pregram in 1976, and has ap-
preved two loans totalling $150 millien since the eoup,
and has five others row under consideration.

Ihe Interngtionn! Monatary Fumd (IMF) kas 4lso
stepped up its pregram to help Argentina’s balance of
payments problem in the past year. IMF aid is measured
in “Special Drawing Rights.” & category of paper money
created in the 1960's to help stabilize the wen b suon-
omy. The 1otal emount of SR s made available to Az
gentina increaced from 64 millien as of Sepiember 1973
to mare than 700 milljor at present.

While these zid programs are usually justifisd =
terms of helping Argentina protect itself against other
countries arul ol assisting poor people, [t is clear that
their main purpose is to grop up military goveraments
such as the Argentine Junta and to prosest that govern-
rent against internal oppos-tion. If more such aid 1s ex-
tended in the coming vear, it will stand as & mark of ap-
proval by the 1.5, government for the practices of the
Videla regime.

REP. KOCH ASKS FOR
END OF INTERNAL
SECURITY AID

According to the Foreign Asaisiance Act, the U5,
Diefenss Department is not alkewed to provide police or
military aid to foreign police forces, However. a repor
issued by the Gevernmenl Accounting Ciffice ICAQ) in
Februasy, 197¢, stated that the Defense Departmert for-
eign aid has gene to units that pesform police functions
because of the inter-related nature of military and palice
wurk and berause pan of the Defease Department role
in its aid is to enhanze the internal sevurity of connbries
being assisted,

Ia practice, the applization of these regulations has
led to a serious problem: she 115 has no ylrimate cone
trol aver how “ts aid is used by the berefited countii.

{cont'd page 6)

January-Febraary 1577

P'dgg 5 Du!rem:h

EDITORIAL

WHAT CAN BE DONE

I'he existing legislation regalating .5, Secarty S
sistance requires that the State Department produce ev-
ere yuar 4 report on the Human Rights situation in
countries tor which Security Assistance is being request-
ed. The recently seleased rzport on Argentinz condudes
that whatever violations f Hluman Rights may be tak
ing place there, they do ro: constitute sufficient cause
for the U.S. government to discontimue Seciieity Assis-
tance to the Argentine Military regime. It further states
that “it is in the natiopal interest of the United S:ates 1o
srovide continued ascistance to Argentina.” )

The repert sighificant’y understates the exient of Hu-
man Rights vinlatinns taking place, ignoring important
welimony and decumentation available from highly
reoutable internaticnal sources. The report, bur ex-
ample, does not take inter eonsideration the well-docu-
mented kidnaping, killing and deportation of political
refugees in Argentina; understates the number of pr.:l-t.-
ical priscnars, ignoring Arrnesty International’s estim-
ates: atcemnpls to disassociate the Argentine government
from responsibility for the majority of the violence tak-
ing place; acknowledges that some torture takes place
but refects the notien ¢f a widespread pattern of such
practices: does not mzke any references to the inhuman
conditions prevailing in prisons and concentratinn
camps it Argentina, again ignueing the testimony of
eyewitmesses. The report also suggests that humar
rights wiolations such as at:acks against Jews. persecis-
tior. of journalists, professionals and general apd indis-
criminate repressiom have subsided in recent months, ig-
noring daily press reports decumenting an increase i
such activities, The State Department report even con-
tradicts the Department's awn positicn when it stales
tha: U5, Military Assistanee has “little ar no bearing 2n
the counter terroris: capability of the {(Argentime}
Armed Forces,” On Mareh B, 1976 the State Department
said that the Military Assistance program fer Argentina
would “support the program of Armed Forces medernd-
zotton, particaarly Heir counter-imsurgsncy and sea
eontrol capabilities.”

The =eport waswidely covered in the Argentine press
and was interpreted as reaffinming the long range com
mitmeent of the 1.5, government to the overall policies
of the Argentine military. We may assume that the e
port has been greatly reassuring to the Azgentine rilita-
ry leacers who were worrie€ as a result of months of
“guiet Jiplomatic efforts” and “repeated statements of
congern” about Humar. Rights from the State Depact-
ment, and interse criticism in the international press.

What can we du Lo counteract the efiect of this report
and its implications tor U.S. policy towards the Argen-
tine military reagimnal .

First of all we must pressure the new Carter adminis-
tratinn to reject this repert and its policy implications.
The State Department will be required to produce a new
report on Human Rights in Argenlina to iufstiﬁ.r or deny
Military Assistance for Fiscal Year 1978. The State Die-
partment is also responsible for requisling such astis
tance. Therefore it is important that the new adminis-
tration be urged 1) 1o see that the FY 78 report is more in
depth and more comprehensive and takes intc consider-
ation a broader spectrum of sources on the vivlations of
human rights in Argentina, anc Z) tc nal request amy
Military Awistance for Argenting for FY 78.

Secondly, Representative Edward Xoch Is curremtly
circulating a “dear.colleague” letter in Congress to ob-
raln co-sponsorship lor an amendmernt te delete “inter-
~al security” as a purpose for which military assistance
may be provided. We believe that this amendmen: is a
positive step owards avoidizg, unjustified U.5. support
o regimes which consistertly vinlate human rights. We
urge you to comtact your local coagresspeaple to #r-
coutage them to join Rep. Koch in spunsoring and sup-
porting this amendment,

Finally, it is erueially important at this time that we
redouble our effarts te infarm LLS. public upinion
about the situation in Argentina and about U.5. gov-
ernment policy towards the Argentine military regime.

Ve believe that an internaption of U.5. Military As-
sistance is ore of the few initiatives on the part of thel
1.S. government which cculd significantly influence the)
carrent attitude of the Argentine military with respect to
human rghts and cemocratic liberties
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Also , since the assistarce 1s nct monitored o 2 coantry
byw coaint=y hasis, there is no guarantee that, as in the
case of Argentna, the mikitary assistance, far fror en-
hancing internal security will help the cevelopmen: of a
dictatorship’s repressive technigues.

In a letter sent to all Heuse meanbers, Representative
Edward Koch expressed that "such aid contravenes our
oft state¢ policy of non-imterference in the internal ad-
faits of ancther courtry.” He also warned that “the am-
higuity of the present law” may parzicularly aflect Latin
America “where there s often no differentiation be
tween the military and the police and where many
countries aré raled by rearessive military dictatnreships

Represertative Koch requested in that Jetter that his
colbeagues support his initiative in Congress by co-
sponsoning the amendment to celete "internal security”
as & pur pose for which military aid may be furnished,

We urge you to write a letier to your local representa-
tives requesting that they support Koch's initiative. This
action will resirain the flow of tax-payess’ money fo
military dictatorships which often use it tp violate the
human rights of their own dhizens.

URGENT ACTION REQUESTED

Al this time it becames doubly important to renew
our efforts to influence the U.5. Government to inter-
rupt Milikary Assistance to the Argenting regime on the
basis of their continueing patlere of vielations of human
rights, We believe this would be greatly beneficial to the
praple of Argentina

We ask vou therefore to take on the fullowing v gent
campaigns:

1. Write a letzer to the State Department regarcing
their report on Human Rights in Argertina, and urging
them risf fo request afry aid 1o Arpenting far Fiscal Year
1978,

2. Wraea letter to your local Senators and Represen-
tatives sskirg them to enntacr the Srate Department
willy Lhe same recuss:, and 1o support Representative
Edward Koch's iniciative (see page ).

The Fellowing are two mode! letters to the State [
partment amd bo local Smalors and Representatives. I
vou belong 1o 2n organization, please write the Jetiers
o s etationary.

Letter bo the Stabe Department:

1 'nderercretary af State for
Latin Ameicas Adfzirs
11.5. Stale Department
Waishimgton, TLC. 30520

Chear Sir:

The repor prepared by the Department’ of State ¥or
the Committee on Interrational Fe ations on the Ho-
man Rights situstion in A-gentina understates the extent
of Human Rights violations taking place in that coun-
by,

Furlheimoee, L Fepor I's il.l:.li.“l.d.“llﬂ!p for Gll.'.\l'l.lihl:iﬂ{:'l
U.5. Miiitary Ascigance to Argentina are vague and
simplistic. The items that will be parchased by Argenti
rathrough cur Assistarce Program are clearly internded
for the Argentine military’s imtermal security prablems
anid for caunterimsurgoncy. It is important 1o nobe that
Argentira is under no threat of aitack by a forelgn
Rl tE LR S

We urgs the State Department to produce a new
more in dep:h and comprehensive report on the Argen-
tine mulitary regime’s cordinuirg gross violations of hu-
1an |igl;|-_-, This new repuort shiould take it copgidera-
tion a broader spectrum of reliable sowrces ol informa-
tiom on the Argentine situaticn

We pelieve that no U5, taxpayer’s money should go
to strempthen the ability of a military dictatorship ta
violate the Human Rights of its own people. Therefore,
we urge the State Department and the Department of
Defense mal ta request auy Military Assistance for Ar
gentina far FY78

‘n the lang run sur natsonz] interests will be best pro-
tected by a LS. Pareign Policy which sees Human
ﬁiglll:. as e of 1ls pEamary crileris o celinirg LS. re-
lations with foreign governments.

Sincerely,

Letter to Local Senators and Bepresantatives:

Crear Senator/ Representative:

On December 31 the Siate Department made public
its report ta the Committee on Internazional Relations
of the House on the Human Rights satuation in Argenti-
na. Careful examination of the report by Human Rights
groups indicales that the repert understates signifxcantly
the extent of Human Rights violatiors taking place ir
that couniry.

Ferthermiore, the report’s justifications tor contimeing
U.5, Military Assistance to Argentina are vague and
simplistic, The itemes that will be purchasad by Asgenti-
ma throvgh our Assistance Program are clearly intended
to help the Argentine military solve its mternal security
proflens and for counterinsurgency purposes, [t i im-
portart lo nole that Argentina is under no threat of at-
tack by a foreign countey.

Rep. Edward Kach is currently circulating a "Dear
Collzague” letter toabtain so-sponsorship to an amend-
ment to delete “internal security” as a purpose for which
military assistance may be provided. We believe tha:
this arendment is a positive step lowards avaidiag un-
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'|'J‘$ti!:|ﬁ.iUE nvolvesenl in alfairs perlain'ing tache in-
ternal secarity of oher countries. We encourage vou te
co-spomsor this amendmrent.

Wi urge you to confact the Stafe Deparfiment re-
questing that they produce a new, mere in depth and
comprehensive report om the Acgertine military re-
gime's cortinuing gress vielatlons of human rights 2 it
pertaing to Military Assistance requests for FY78, This
new report should ke inta consideration a broader
spectrom of rehiable sources of mformation on the Ar-
gentine sizuation

W belisve that no U.5. taxpayer's money should go
to strengthen the abiliy of a military dictatorship to
violate the Haman Rigats of its own people. Thessiore,
we ask you to urge the State Department and the De-
partment of Defense not to request any Maitary Assis-
tance far Argevting for FY7E.

In the long run our national interests will be best pro-
tected By a U.5. Forsign Felicy which cees Human
Rights as onc ef ils primary criteria for defining L, 5. re-
lations with foregn governments.

Sincerely

ARGENTINE REFUGEES:
AN APPEAL TO THE U.N.

Argentne citizens atemphing to leave Argenting are
veing prevented from receiving political asylum in the
United States by a bureaucratic impasse in which bath
the U.S. government and the United Nations Commis-
sion on Refugees share responsivility. 1o the U5 Sena-
tor Kennedy and Representative Koch, arong others,
have expressad tacir support for a Parale Viea Program
for Argentnes wishing t¢ leave for the United Stales.
Mr. William Duers, deputy Assistant Searetary of 5tate
fer Latin American Affairs, said however, that the Unit-
ed Mations would have to make an expliclh appeal 1o
member states to provide asylem o Argentines before
the pragsrant could be put into effect.

Shertlv alter the military coup in Argentina the Unit-
ed Mations High Commission on Refugees made an ur-
gent appeal to member shates 1o provide political asy-
lum to the Latin American refugees living in Argentina.
Many countries, including the United States, responded
to the call and several hundred Famnilies lefl Asgentina
for Furape and MNorth America, Unfortunately the Linit-
el Mations appeal did not take irte consideration Lae
sitcation of Argentine citizens. This, It appears, has be-
come a mstdication for the LS. government’s lack of
inilialive in the case of Argentines. Reports reaching our
olfices indicale that literally thousards of Argzntine
families are being derisd sisas to enter the United
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Sratcs. Many of these families need political asylum and
help to leave Argentina. )
The prohlerm. however goes beyond bureauaratic for-
malities. A recent aditorial in the Washingron Pos! cor-
rectly remarked that the ULS. has keen traditionally re-
ceplive to people wha did nnt want to ive under social-
il guvesnments, but has been equally inhospitable to-
wards people escaping nght-wing dictetorships such as
the ones in Chile or Argentina. Thus the 115, received
650,000 Cubans, and 30,000 Hungarians during the
1960's. But of the 3,600 Chilean refugees ofically re-
settled during 1573, the L1.S. took oaly lwo: of the 1,500
in 1974 the U.5. tcok none. And, last year. the U5, ac-
cephid 182 Chilzan heads of kousehold, and resettled
130,000 Vietnamese. In the words of the Wasnington
Past, “This imbalance is politically anachronistic and

murally unssemly,” and ™ This cold-war biss should be
ended,” This process however may take months if noz
vears. Regarding the immediate needs of peonle in Are
genting we ask vur readers Lo dothe following

1. Write the U.N. High Commission on Refugees a1
Room €301, UM, Headquarters, MNew York, N.Y.
10017, urging the Commission to make an urgeni
apgpreal to member states to provide political asylum
10 Argentdne citizens wishing to leave Aggentivg,
with a copy ta Mr. Andrew Young, Head of the
U5, Missien ta the LN

Write Senavor Edward Kennedy ot the Senate Sub-
Cemmittee on Refupees and Escapees, asking that
the U.5. gover nment take the initiative on this mat-
ter 1o averrome the bureaueratic impasse,

bt
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HOW TO READ THE “NEWS”
FROM ARGENTINA

Perhaps the most appropriate reselction for defenders
of Argenzine Human Rights, political democracy and
constitutiznal government b make, as a new year. a
new tongres aid 4 new administration begin, would be
to chalienge Hirmly and consistently the red herrings
whick the Junta's propagancists end apologists can-
startly use in erder to divert amd confuse the efforts to
assist the Argentine peogle in reclaiming democratic and
civil =ights

Since the March 1976 coup, intermatonal public op-
inicn has besemre familiar with several-of the lunta's
standard publiz relations. gambits. This article will re-
view a few of them, pomnt:ng out the Fallacies involved,
since they continue to be widely circulated in the media
and may still affect (hose who lack access to the facts
which contradict them. (This is nct te say, of caurse,
that the Junta will not invent new red herrings as the old
cnes losz their effect.)

The original gambit. with which the Junta introduced
itself ta the public in Argentina and eepecially abroad
was the allegatian thar Argentina was in a stabe of Cvil
war berween lefrise guerrilla “subversives” and right-ex-
tremist “death-squads,” and that the military was inter-
vening as a third party in order 10 suppress both these
extraslegal forces and return order ta the country. This
allegativa is false on both eounts. As For the "death
squads,” the imzge propagated was cne of small groups
of fascist-arignted retired military men mixed with prof-
fessional criminal ¢lemsents. The facts established by the
testimony of numerous sye-witnesses and wictims of
“death squad” actions, are that these actions are target-

wanal de

"
ed based upon complex and sophisticated ml‘ﬁﬁhml de

cerepiled and passessed by the government itself. are
rarried out msing military and police weapens, equip-
mert and sctive duty, military persoanel; that tortore,
maltreatment and secrel murders resulting Trom these
kidnap actions take place within cffical military insral-
lations and public jails; and that the disposal of the
corpses thus produced is alse ca-ried out throcgh the
uee of active duty police in military vehickes. In shor,
the military government is nct a third party in this s
called civil war: it is in fact the “party of the birst part.”
The “death sguads" are the military. The military are
the "death squads.”

The Videlz Junta has snught tn perpetuate the ide
that il is entirely separate from these actions throogh the
simple expedient of denying any knowledge of them.
Tae mask does occasionally slip, however, as ir the cage
wf Mariv Abdel Asisaya and [palite Solari Yrigoyer,
respocted deputies in the mainstream cemocratic Radi-
cal Party. whe were kidnapad by “mvsierious Farces”
on August 18, 1676, Protests by the party “eaenskip tw
President Videla reculted in the two men furming wp
within 1€ days in the custody of the “official” military
and placed in Villa Devoto ciwil prisan, where the aged
Amava died as a result of severe maltroatment and
where Yrigoven is still helé. Such eases, in which the
veil of official “ignorance’ of the nght extremists disap-
pears momentarily, nave not seemed to faze the Junta's
propagardists in their headleng pursuit of denisbility.

| he Amava case also throws light on the weakness of
the other side of the Junta's public assessment of the Ar-
grrtine situation, the egquation of “subversives” with
leftis: guarrillas, For Amava and Y rigoven, like so many
other lawyers, politicians, priests, teachers, peychiai-
rists, labor leaders, etc., while “subversive” enougk to
be officially detained and persecuted, even 1o the point
of death. by the military, were and are cdearly not gues
riflas:

The lunta, Fowever, has bren resorceful in dealing
with the logizal inconsistencies and irreality of their or-
igmal image-making effort. Two corralaries have been
developed ko provide a certam flexbility en the puislic
relationg front,

I'hetirst is the publir:ir.m;_ of a supposed “moderate”
we, "hard-ling” dichotomy within the Junta itself. {The
hard-liners" teing che MNavy and A Foroe leadership
plus certain Army field commanders: the "moderates™
being Videla and the Army Gereral Skaff. Exacily
whers the difference lies. in conecrete terms, between
these two lines is difficull 10 specify, except insofar as
the “nard liners” may serve as scape goats fo- particu-
larly embarrassing tight-cxtremist aativitles which can-
nol ke classified as “ur-oflical,” as, for example. the
house-ar-est of ex-military president Lanusse, which
sulled in the trapsfer of the “hard-line” Army Corps
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rammander responsble. Subetanciation of this dicko:-
pmy in fact must rest largely on rhetorizal evidence, Vi-
defa, representing the “moderates,’ iz credited with
wanting civilian democracy restored “in the near fu-
rure."" while the “hard-limers” have declined to discuss
this praspect. [t must be added, however, that in b=
vear-end press contereace, Videla stated that it was |-
possible 1o set a date for the return of civilian govern-
ment {an identical statement was made 5y General Pi
nache of Chile in his Decemnber interview on CBS-TV )
Beyond this peirt, we are offered such semantic diver-
sions as the prospect of “dialogue” (muoderates) cr “plu-
ral demaeraey” (hardliners) within the context of “unity
witli the prozess’ (continuity of the military dictato:-
ship).

Secandly, justificalicn is being offered for the exten-
siom of human rights violations of the most flagran: na-
pare (delention ard makreatment, including torture, of-
bicially sanciioned or uncifical) to individvals whe are
reither armed or leftist in any generally recognized
semse of thuse words. Speaking of the defeats recently
inflicted upon the leftist guerrillas in the milltary sphere
Ceneral Videla called for similas “adequate resporses”
1o sweversion in the “pelitical, social, economic and cul-
tural fields.” (kn the same press conference on December
13, Videla opened the possbility that demacracy. as
well as subversion, may won receive a new definition at
the hands ¢f the Argentine military: “The democratic
system may take or new forms better suited ta the polit-
ical, sacial and economic reality,” e sald.) Such meas-
wees are to be understood, according to Vedels, as
“fighting fer the right of the individual”

By keeping ir mind the general whes destroved Hue in
order *e save # (and in the end did nos caveit), and rec-
ognizing the elements of double-talk and dauble-thinx
in the Junta's official and un-sfficial statements public
opinion may be more adequately prepared to face the
qext public relations barrage from Bueros Aures.

P]Bg Q—C"u-‘rl‘ﬂ-r?

VIDELA ADMITS
PARA-POLICE IMPUNITY

A tew davs before the erd of 197¢, President Videla
Aated at a Inﬂ-iqna: press senference thar his govern-
ment “still does not have complete control of para-nol-
ice groups which hunt cown and kill suspected leftists.”
He added that. inspite of his governmert's will to con-
eentrabe “all foree in the hands of e governmert, 1
eanfees we mave net been able to do this 100 percent.
Thers are forces that escape our control.”

This stalement brought immediate internatioral reac-
tion: Laurence Birns, diactor of the Covncil on Hemis-
pheric Alfairs (COHA), iswued a declaration soon after
its release. The following is a transcriptien of that docu-
mentki

“President Videla's admission yesterday that right
wing “Death Squads™ freely operate m Argentina is a
small but encouragirg sign to us that the aitharities
may be moving to a less hypouitical positicn on this
phenomena. To our knowledge, this may be the first
time that a high Argeatine offizial has anequivocally
edmitbed that this form of terrorism exists in his couns
tr

)!'i fowever, there =ill exists the fact that the present
government has detained en the flimsiest of pretexts, if
any at all, upwards of 20 Dﬂﬂ]‘x‘liikk] prisnners without
eyt having the decency of issaing a farmal list of thoss
it has apprehended. Uther thousands of viatims have
been abducted and “disappeansd,” and «till other thou-
sancs have been prdered, tortured and brtalized 13:.?
right-wing terrorists or government forces. SHll the Vi
dela povernment kasn't charged, asrested, indicted oo
braught to trial a smgle righi-wing terrorist,

“The Argentine authorities shoold be aware thal the
Lillings and other atrocities now taking place in their
country has given It the reputation of being the mast
dangerones ration for human lifein all of Latin America.

“They should also realize that because of this ongoing
regn of terror there is absolutely no prospect that Ar-
gentina will he the recipient of the $32 million in milita-
ry assistance tha: # has been scheduled to receive from
the U.5.

“In ouwr minds and aresiimahly i those of the U5,
Corgress, Argenting has joined Chile as a parizh nation
that must be tightly sumcunced by a cosdon sank-
taire.”
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NEWS IN BRIEF

ANTI-SEMITISM ON THE RISE

In August; the Jewich community in Boenos Aires ox
Eer:cnn&d a wave of bombingze, kidnappings and peneral

srrassareent (see (Jurreach §4) Widsspread interna-
tional protest decried the gevernment supported terror
1sm 2nd, for several months, little has been heard of
anti=sémitic vielenoe. Acconding to the Mexican daily El
Din mew acls of violence against the fewish greups have
started again, beginning with the bombing ot thy Ar-
gentine Hebrew Society. a cultural center in the capital.
Eil Dia meporied that "it is agzin possible to purchase In
kiogks and booksiores a variety of anti-semitic pam-
phlcts. which are theorctically prohibited by the auth.
orties. The only visible change s that now those bulle-
tine are printed by & different publishirg fiem.” Odal, a
new publishing eompany, replaces the hanned extreme
right Mikcia in the prinling of Nazi literature. Last Sep-
ternber Milicia was prohibited by the Argentine Execu-
tive puwer, The paamgehlet B Mate ool Sigks XX (The
Myth of the 20th Centuryl, written by Altred Fosen-
berg, the official “philocopher” of Hitlerism and used 1o
justlfy the anti-semitlc campatgn in Germany feur dec-
ades ago, circulates widely. According 1o Le Cpinion,
pre-Mazi secters seem to have an mexhcustable supp'y
of money with which to continue large-scale publicaticn
af this kird al material,

El [ia also reported the disappearance of 3 voung
Jewish lawver in Argentina, 28 vear old Victor Jacobo
Moe. Nos, arelative of the president of the DALA {Dele.
gativm ol [sreeli-Argentine Ascocialpons), had reveived
telephone threats from an anti-semitic group prior to his
abduction. Another lewish attorney, Maro Gerardo
Yacuk, known for his wark i defense af pulitical pris-
oners. alse disappeared. Both abductions were de-
nourced by the Argentine Commission for Human

Rights (CADHU).
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MNEW WAWVE OF VIOLENCE

Professionals and umicn leaders continue ko be the
target of police harrassmens:. The Argentine Press Asso-
wation recently velled un the government o investigate
the cases of joornzlists held in detertion or missing.
Two journalists reperted missirg are Allredo Arturo
Kol liker Frers, =ditor of the German community maga-
zine Le Plate Fud, and Luis Fessatti. a contribgtor 1o the
magazines La Semana and Panorama, Ricardo Bach
Cana, director of the morming newspapér Prensa Libre,
is nelieved to be held by sevirity forres

lanuapyh

ON DEFINING 'SUBVERSIVE'
As of Novemoe 29 the administration of Justice 1o
individuals suspected of government appeasition is heing
hardled exciusively by the Argentine Armed Farces.
According toa new regulation, they will cover all duties
related to this matter, from the eallachion of svidence ta
presecution and seatencing by military tritunals, The
new law establishes that a “subversive” is now anyone
who wishes to achieve his ideological end "by means
other than those contaed i the rules governing the
country’s political. economic and social life . . . which
in this case means the inscitutional acts desreed (by the
military regime) in lune of this year (1976). In theory,
even propesmg elections wonald becorie a s ibversive act
bv this definition.” (Latin Amoerica, Dez. 3, 1976)
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NEW FULICE BQUIFMENT

The Argentine Federal Police Department has at-
termpred to modernize its equipmient in arder 18 appre-
hend efficiently lawbreakess and orher delinquents.”
Palice Chief Edmundo Kene Ojeda discussed the nature
of the new equipment in 5 press conlerence in late De-
cember. According to his report, te Polive Deparlment
has adopted a dgital date processing computer system
tn romplement radio commuanicalion in patrol cars,
This woueld allow wmeneddiate access b:'- D‘D“DE o info-
maticn about any registered citizen. The police foree al-
so purchased nine explosive systems which are compu-
terizead and eontrolled by 1ebevision programmers. Iden-
tirication cards, mandatory far all eitizens, will be
changed and rew, more sophistizated ones will be s
sued in order o prevent falsification of documents.
These technalegical innovations are but another step in
the advancement of Argentina's repressive machinery.

DEMUOCRKATIC DENUNUCIA'TION

On Decemnber 9, former legislator of the Radical Civie
Union. or Radical Party. amd former ambassador to le-
racl, Adolfe Gass, declared in the Venesudan Parlia-
ment that there were mere than 20,300 political prison-
ers in Argenting and czlled on the Argentine govern-
ment te publish the names of thuse detained, The Junta
admits 10 approximately 1,000 prisoners and has recent-
Iy arated it has released, orwill do so, same 500,

Gass, who lefr Argentina after his house was blown
up and is presently living ir Venezuela, denounced the
recess of the General Werkers' Confederation (OGT)
wilizk represents over 3 million Argentine workers. and
the dssolution of other unions and civilian organize:
tions. Gass called on all democratic lotces “ta take up
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the denunciation of the atrocities commitied by the Ar-
gentine dictatoeship

NEW AMBASSADOR TO THE U5,

lurist lorge Aja Espil was appomnted to replace Amal
do Musich as Argentine ambassador to the LIS Liatil
the timne af his dh'will—llll'lll. E_,f.l_lil sl Wil 3% 'u'!n!-pres.i-
dent ol the Inter-American Juricical Committes, an or-
ganization which has ite seatl in Rio de laneire. From
19262 to 1963, he worked as under-secretary of Foreign
FRefations and. from 1971 to 1973 he headed the Argen-
tine diplomat mission ir Colombia,

NAZ] FKEED OF MURDER CHARGES

Enrigue Jacobo Muerk, pilot in the German Adr Fores
during World War Il and close zzsociate of Adolf Eich-
man, was released in late December after having been
arrested for abduction, rape and murder of z five véar
ald child. Police investigatinns established evidence for
the arrest based on (dentification of Muoerk by neigh-
bars. Muwerk admitted that he had kidnapped and
abused the child but refused to respond lo qusstions
abroul the murces, Local papers speculated that the ine
fluential Mazi-controlled Ucessa orpanization had sec-
ured hie release.
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SOCIALIST LEADERS
DENOUNCE DICTATORSHIP

The 13th Socialist Interaational. which cenvened in
Geneva in late November, issued a dtatement denoun
aing terrorisr in Latin Amierica. The resolution referzed
specilically to Argentina ssating that,“In the Argenting
Republic tens of thousands have been detained without
trial and more hawe disappeared mio corcentrab:on
camps. The names of most areunknowr., Yet more have
bevr murdered by death squads and the killings wers
kater attributed to gwerrilla skirmishes. One case s
that of Hipolito Solari Yrigoven. who was kidnaped
and later rarned up in prison. The Soclallst Interna
tienal demands niz releaze” The orgarization urged
rcoromic sanctions and a reappraisal of aid pro-
grams and financial transactions for those repressive re-
gimes which vinlats human =ights. The meeting was at-
rended by prominent gowernment leaders of various
cauntres such as Claf Palme, Willy Brandt. Yatzyk Ra-
o, Mario Soares and Francois Mitkerand.
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MORE KIDMAPINGS

In Mié-December, arn ex-eongressman and Feronist
anion leader was killed 5y security forces in the city of
Copcordia, 400 kilometers north of Buenos Aires, Pedro
Villarreal, Tormwer secrelary of Uwe General Confedera-
tior of Workers (CGT) during the birst Peroms: govern-
ment, was assassinated while driving in his car with his
grandson. Police claimed that Villarreal sefused 1o heed
police orders 1o stop.

Two Argentine women whose testimories were re-
quested by representatives of Amnes'y Iaternational in
Asgenting, were anducted. Dga Cortes de Salamanca,
wife of autowoirkers coiop leader Rene Salarmanca,
who & currently detzined in Cordoba, and losela Mart-
nez. were kidnaped. Me. Madirer had met with the
Ammovesty International delegetion and Ms, Salzamanca
was in route to an appomntment with one af the dele-
gates at the time of their abduciions,

Argentine officials responded te the charges of terror-
is levelled against the government, According to an
interview published in the Waslhington Post, when
questtoned about the absence of political freedom For
inhivicduals delained, a military official told reporters
that il wae urlefunate thal many ol those arrested were
mnocert victime. The cthicia’ explained that marginal
error wis unavoidable in their search for “subversives.”

The military oflicer explained that persons arrested
cannot be permitted to make telephone ealls kecause a
conversation can result in a code message to opposition
farces, Families tryirg to learn if their relatives are held
must understard that information or a list of names can
be waluable intellipence tools for “subversive groaps.”
The cificer densed all allegatiors of torture in the pris-
ang However, other officials admitted to the use of
“physical persuasios,.’
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BANMED BEARDS

Through a new regulativn issued by the military re-
gime, men are prohibited from having beards when they
have their identy card photographs taken. Under the
state of siepe bnpusizion, identity cards are compulsory

any one not carrying the oificial phots 1D card can
be arrested an the spot and held indefinitely without
Charis,

This mezns that thousands of Argentines will have b
shavein order to comply with the new disposition. Pul-
ire nave not said whether bearded men will oe torcibly
shaven if they have not done so before renewing their
documents. However, some people bave reported har-
rassmenl. A reporer was nol allowed 1o cover the Ar-
genting airta-racmg Grand Prix because be was wearing
& seard anc his ID card showel him beardless,
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LABOR AND THE ECONOMY

In carly January, more than 100 wnion leaders called
on the Argentine government “bw 1 eferm national econ-
amic policy ar risk the stars of a clase strupgle.” In the
urcngest statement by labor sirce the military took
poveer last March. union leaders demanded salury -
creases to meel the sver-rising sast of living, They ac-
cused the government of “restoring the sort of free en-
terprise system that had always led to starvation wages
and widespread unemployrent.” The document. pub-
lished in Joval newspapers, addressed both the govern
ment anc the people, stating that “salaries which literal-
ly fail to feed a married couple with twa children of
school age is a gereralized and dramatic phenomencn.”
Among the 102 union leaders who signed the statement.
thirty were represertatives of croons o whick miitary
officers were appelnted as directors folluwing the Mar-
eh 24 Teup

The dscument was rejccted by Minister of Labor,
General Foracio Tomas Liende and received sewvee
criticgism fromr the pro-Junta newspaper La Cpinion,
which demanded that the miltary government imme-
diately tiphten ils cantrol of the unoas. La Opikien ai-
tacked the labor leaders, sating that "they learnmed
nothing, they understand nothing ' and indicated that
“labor leaders have returned to the scene forgetful of the
corruption, vielence, immarality and general tagnation
which characterizad the Peronist government.” Military
autharities consider that the union leaders stepped be-
vond their bounds by publiskirg a document dangetous
to the v age of the mew govermment, The Videla admin-
istratinn. which has intervened in the fundiioning of the
strongest uniors and has arpssted many vecal labor
leaders. now threatens o assame tolal comlrol of all
unions, This gep would sut an end to any possible dia-
logue betwee [abor and government.

[he publication of this declarztion follaws a series ol
protests and strikes by workers throughout the country.
In Outober, 36,000 workers of the ligh: and pewer com-
panies in Argentina went on strike te protes: the dismis-
sal of 208 workers and the asrest of important lakor
leaders teee Outrendi 451, Automokile and dock work
ers had earlier in the vear pone on strike and carried ot
slow-dowmn actions.

In December, a massive protest ercpied when the
gaverament mocified collective bargaimng agreements
and cancelled benefite already obfained by workers
This government measure affecied gaing in paid vaca-
tioms, sick leave. overtime pay and compensation, while
it rernoved the obligation of private or state enterprises
to hire and promobe warkers on a senionty basis, Cuone
pounded by the governments enforcement ot a law
which allows compences to dismiss werkers according

chivo
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ta basiness necessities, these new legislative steps nave

bwers evaluated as a roversal of all progress macle inla-
bar relations over the years.

ECONOMIC PROSFECTS

The demands of Jabor leaders coincide with the
g oomy procpects for the Argentine economy in 1577,
Otficial statistice show that the increase in cost of living
for 1976 totaled 347,83 %. thus passing e 1975 figure of
135%. In December, the consumer price index rose
14.3% while-the total rise in the last quarter of the vear
reached 23, 1% . The governmert reluctantly vonceded a
0% rise in salaries sffective January 1. 1977 in order to
wanbat higher living costs and to arrest the deteriora-
ton of read salaries, estmated to have dropped by 80%
in the past year. Workers wages increased 153.9%. less
than half of the 3656% inflation index for the wear
1976, This letver figure breaks down to & 250.3% rise for
clotking and 455, 7% rise in the cost of howsing. The av-
erage ndusirial wage nuw stancs at the ecuvalent of
UIS$120.00 per manth, Meanwhibe, unemployment is un
the rise despite denia's te that effect by Mimister of the
Economy Martnez ce Hoz. Offiual scurces cabeulate
unemployment at 2.5% ia 1676, Other sources esamate
unemployment may be as high as 13%.

These figures are nat the only bad signs that the gav-
ernment has ba repart. At the fisancal level, it was
beerned (hat the domestic moncey supply, a key lactor in
the battle against irflation, continués 1o grew. ln 1976
it rose 248% bringing the total amount of money in cr-
calation to 562,464 millicn peeos, about LS51.874.986.
In three days during the third week of December,
monctary creulation increased by 19,297 million pe-
sos. One news source conclodes that the average rate
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of increase of money in drculation for the year 1976 was
2.2 million pesos per minute, The extreme inflation rate
has necessilated the printing of a new 10,000 peso nate
(US540.00). The Argentine peso continues to drop in
value on the foreign exchange sarket. The dellar was
eechanged at the official rate for 300 Argentine pesos, a
rise in 3 peses from the previous citation.

GOVERNMENT ACTION

In late December, government officials held plenary
sessions to discuss plans for economic recovery of the
aation. This was the first timre that representatives of all
divisions of the zrmed forses met with civilian officials
o discuss a decisive proklem in Fulure national reotgare
ization. In this meeting, Minister of the Economy Marti-
ner de Hor spoxe of the necessity to reduce public
spending in order to allow for a greater rate of invest-
el and an increase in productivity. The First cul in
pubtlic spending will come in the form of a reduction of
state persoomel since. at present, there are 137 state em-
plovers for every 1000 citizens, The government plans
to dismiss 300,000 ctate workers in the coming manths.
Many state enterprisas will also be transfermed to private
companies. Siate entecprises require an addilivnal

265 0 million pesos 1o finance production costs which

have increassd by 13004 .

Minister of planning. General Raman Diaz Bessene,
affirmed that tae Fatisee “national project of Argentina,
Lo be completed by the year 2000, will rely on the pos:-
tive experience of some capitalist countries.” Tl United
Siaies, West Germany and France will he medels for
imitafeen.

Argentine oHicals are also trying to acquire credit
lcans from the International Menetary Fund [IMF)
which, unti] now; has been reluctant to extend credit 10
any natien which canmot control ite deficits beyond a
3.5% of the gross natbonal product. Private sources say
that the deficit rezches 7% of the gross national prod-
uzl. The TMF se=t a mission =0 Argentina in December
to evaluate the Argentine economic situation. Members
of the IMF committee expressed concern fo- the $1.5 bil-
liom deficit, which exceeds the limits impased Fy the
IMF whien it ariginally zranted emergency loans to Ar-
gerting several months ago. At that time, the IMF and
other linancial scurces gave more than 52 billion in
credit to help Argentina pay off its [oresga debl,

Meanwhile, the Argenting government is moving 1o
liberalize rigid mmport restrictiors imposed by the for-
mer adreinistration. Starting ir Januwary, imporiess will
no longer have to submit a siz-month program of im-
ports Fut will be able to import as their reeds dictate. In
addition, The system for issumng import certificates will
be modified to avoid unnecessary delaye,
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THE WHEAT HARVEST

Argentina's effosts to achieve economic recovery will
be hamperad sevesely by the unexpected fall in wheat
demand The gavernment had banked on high export
prices for the record wheat harvest which totalled be
tween 12 and 13 million tons in 1976,

Good harvests in other parts of the world and a con-
sequent fall i international pre have upset the gov-
ernment’s calealations, "The fall in the orice of wheal
has prover: once again that the belief that “with one
gl.ﬂ.'-s| crep all vur problears will be solved”’ is totally
false,” said the Buemos Aires Herald.

To aid wheat producers, the government suspended
its 10% expart duty on wheat, a igure that would have
brought an estimated revenue of more than $A0 million
for the gevernment, Nonetheless, this relief attracted no
buvers on the international markest. The povernment
would like farmers to hold on te their crop as long as
passible umtl] the whea: price rises. However, farmwrs
are skeptical, and they lack the space to store 8 to 10
million tons of wheat. (Latin Amar'ca Comemodities Re
part, Dec. 3, 1970k

IF the gaverament is rallad upnn 1o bay the bulk of
the harvest which is the largest since before the Second
Warld War, adcitional strains will be placed on an al-
ready grewing gevernment deficit. SO0 rargn tricks
Filled with wheat are waiting in the nwelropolitan port to
unkead the grain, The Matioral Grain Commission rec-
ommended that wheat producers not send additional
cargo to the port until further notice. The Grain Com-
mission reported that the cause for comgestion at the
port was due o peor coordination betwesn truckers and

{cont'd page 14)

REBELLION IN PATAGONIA
Mew Argentine Film
“IF you can imagine the passion of a restrained
Costa-Gavias (Z) corbired with the luminous
cirematagraphy of Barry Lyndon on a subject like
The Grapes of Wrath. it would provide some idea
of the sweep and power of Kebellion in Patagonia.”
San Franvesow Chronicle, Mov, 11, 1975
1omun piiads available For renlal from:
AlSC
156 Fifth Ave. #1008
Mew York, MY, 10012
(for showings east of the Missicsippi River)
AlIST
P.O. Box 4388
Eerkelev, CA 04704

{ler showings west of the Missisippi River)
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shippers and a lack of silas fer sinrage. Argentina had
hoped 10 melieve its ecanomic misery by a suocessful
grain sale abraad. With hopes for tha: project diamin-
ished, it remains to be seen whal course of action the
BOVEL fuinci! will follow next.

SUMMARY EXECUTIONS
CONTINUE

Cin Jamuary 4, Arpentine official military soarces re-
ported the death of two political prisoners, Dardo Cabs
and Fufino Uriz, both members of the Peronist Youth.
The military <laim the two were killed during an attack
I'J:.l Loz Bl ke ws wgr o PN LDy which was tak-
ing prisoners fram one prison to another, The reoorts
stated that Cabo ard Uriz were struck by bullets ex-
changed durng the attack.

It iz well kaewn in Argentina that prisonese are anly
transparted in heavily armoured wehicles which contain
Indlvidual cells. The prisoners are chained by their
nands ansd Feet inam apriz bt nosetion Given this fact, the
military’s account of the incident beads us to beljsve it
the dezth of Cabo and Urniz 15 another case, among
many, ot the marder of pnliiir.a.] Frisaners |'|1_,' the Ar-
pentine wourity {orces.

Fram May. 1970 up lo the presen: hime, docurenis
and wstimanies from Argentina and inlernational or-
panicalions lave “epoded the murder of 23 prokitical
prisoners in the Cordaba Pepitentiary, The tollowing is
a list of thoee killed:

Miguel Angel Mosse

fose Alberto Svagusa

Lug Ricardo Veron

Eduardo Alberto Hermandes

Luix Alberto Young

Diiana Beatriz Fidelman

These prisorers were murdered during the month of
:".r‘l.l!.' The h‘lii'ilﬁr}" & amed that I'Fw:v were xilled r{;lr'int_
an ‘excape atternpt.” After their murder, the political
prisoners in the Cordoba penitentiary sent a letber to
Card:nal Raul Primatesta, Archbishop of Cordoba, de-
nouncing the murder of the six prisorers listed sboye
and the death of another prisomer, Bartoli. According to
the letter. she prisoners were removed from the prison
well-bBewck and told they were being taken ia the infirmia-
ry. “In reality they wereshot, At the same tirme. another
prisoner, Carlos Alberte Sgandar-a. was beaten and
tortured ard saffered severe fractures and bematomas.”

On May 29 the military reported that Sgandurra was
killed in an “cscape attempt.” together with another
priconer, Jose Angel Pucheta,

In annther cace, Marta del Carmen Bossetli de Ar-
queaks, the wife of a prisoner detained in Rawson piis

e T

on, was derained and torured in the Infennmation Dovi-
sion in Cardoba. In the room where she was tortured,
che gaw a message scratched on the wall: “Jozge Cha-
brol— they are going to kill e Maria Russetti de Ar-
|Tr|'r-!.'| derouirced what she had seen. Chabrol never
apreared and Rometti de Arquesls was murdered on
June 30.

Fifteen more priseners were killed between then and
Cictoper 11, The nanes of 12 of them are:

Faul Augusto Bauduoco, Augo Vaca Narvaja, Gusta-
v Adolfc de Brewl, Higinio Toranzo, Danie] Tramon-
timi, Liliara Rinaldi de Faee,

Om Tanuwary 7, Le Monde reported that the follewirg
four prisoners were murdered in October in the Cardo-
ba penitentiary: Miguel Celballos, Pable Balustra, Mar-
ta Gonzales, lose Garda, ac well as three other prison-
e=s. The January 4 murders of Darde Cabe and Rufiro
Uriz are a tragic praof of the contiruativn «f miitary
siiramary exetutions of political prisoners.

THE KILLING MACHINE

Tlie Jamisary 7 edition of the respected Freach daily
Le Monde carried an investigative report by a correspan-
cent of that paperon the current situation in Argentina.

“The methody of the armed forces never wease o sur-
prise. |kev do ol arrest people; they take them away.
Those detained are not prisoners, but kicnap wictims.
sumetumes they reappear one, two or three months laber
in a prison and sometimes they disappear forever.

“Jus: one cace amaong thousands of others: M- En-
rigue Eizenschlass was arrested on July 2. In the office
where he works. The company had asked the peogple
who arrested him to idensify themselves. “Antisubyer
sive commands MNo. 37 of the Nawy™ was the reply.
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“Is he alive or dead? Thousands of Argentines ask
themselves this question after a group of heavily armed
men, dressed in uniformrs or dvilian <lothes, have en-
tered their hoaws and taken away their husbands,
wives, brothers or children. Immediately covered with a
hood they are taksn off 20 an unknown desliration.
Why proceed in this way? Seneral Hanguindeguy, M-
ister of the Interinr answered ‘Did the French behave
any c:fferently in Algeriat”

THE MASKS HAVE FALLEN

“After having blamed such operations on extreme
right groups, for a long time, the military have finally
let the mask Fall. What is the point of lying when no one
isfenledl The guerrillas have imposed this dirty war on
us, hey say. Cuoer-illas who they accuse of not fighting
‘openty.’

"The gowvernment kas sacrificed evervthing o eff-
ciency. The snilitary tribunals have only rarely fure-
tioned, none, in any case, hes dictated 2 death sentence,
a punishment applied every day in Argentina, in fact.

"“The military say that they only kill Zighters who am
caught armed. In fact. other people are executed, Sach
ax: Sergio Karakachof, & Radical lawyer in Lz Flata,
Miguel Ceballos, Pablo Balustra, Marte Gonzales, Jorge
Carria and three ather persons inside the Cordoba pris-
on on Ottober 11

"Frogmen discovered a strange cemetery near Cordo-
ba—decam P‘.Pﬁﬁi badies £a1 EI‘It i the aanes at the bas-
tom of San Rogue lake. How many more graveyards

" will be discoverec?

“The Army, it is said, has ordered pits dug in the San
Jeronime and San Vieenle cemetenes i Cosdoba, For
whom? The neighbors of the La Perla concentration
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camp, near that city, have complained at the bad smells.
The sobdiers amured them that they have built a crema-
torium.”

The arhicle also stated that thers were several concen-
tration camps in Aigentica. “La Perla, La Rivera, and
Pampa de Olaen ir. Cordoba; La Atomica near the Ezéi-
za international airport near Buenes Aires and the Fs-
ciiela de Mecanica of the Mavy.”

U.S. CONGRESSMEN
DEMAND RELEASE OF
ARGENTINE COLLEAGUE

On August 18, 1976, Dr. Hipolite Solari Yrigoven,
former Argentine scnater, was abducsed by several
arined men together with his colleague and friend Dir.
Abdel Marin Amaya. lndes special oeders fram the
Fresidenzy, both ooliticians were later relsased (wee are
ticle on “How to Read the News” in thes issue). Howes-
er, soan alter their reappearznce, Drs. Amaya and Se-
lari rigreven were taken iate custody by the gevern-
ment and held in @ maxamum security prison. A few
weeks after his detention, Dr. Amaya died as a result of
the noteriously poor jall conditiors, Dr. Sclar Yrigoy-
en is ill a prisomer of the government and remains in
the same jail witheut due procrss.

In a letter currently circulating among Represenia-
tives and Senatars in the U5 sengress, Representative
Robert Driran has taken the initiative of reguesting
from General Videlz the release of the SArgentine legisla-
k.

The letter states that “lergthy terms of imprisonment
without due recourse of judicia® processes violate the
tundamental human rights expressed in Articles 9 and
10 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and
inevitably bring into disrepute the image of the Covern-
ment of the Argentine Republic abroac.” The decument
alsy paints out that “the regimen of maximum securdy,
to whiek Dr. Selari Yrigeyen is subject at Rawson Pris
en. = not in keeping with the State of Scige prowvision
for individuals held pursuant fo the Executive Power,
insofar as the President is specifically precloded from
aibjecting those held o any focrs of pumnishment.

NOTICE

As a result of the consalidation of 2 natinnal net-
work of conumittess working for the restoration of
human rights in Argentina, we have adepted the
lcommon name of Argentine Information and

Service Centers 14.1.5.0.)
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CHURCH MEMBERS
UNDER ATTACK

In spite of the constant denuncialions issued by Ar-
gentine and ‘nte-national church authcrities, the brutal
repression and perscoution of priests coninues with the
same intersity m Argenting

Or Maversber 29, 100 Navy and Army lroops with
helicopters and armared vehicles raiced the church and
the school of San Migael in the residential 2rea of Barrio
Morte. Four religious sducatars were arrested during the
search and baken te military barracks for questioning.
According to students’ lestimonies, the arrested priests,
Fathers Haldky, Faz, Racedo and Canal Feijna, had ex-
pressed during olass “thet sonething should be done
abowt social injustice.” Cthicial reports accused the
churchmen of "feeding Marxist poison to the youth”
Under this chargs the priests were kepl in jail for a
manth and released at the end af the vear,

On Decemter 2, Cardinal Raul Primatesta described
the arrests as “a new escalation in the regime’s harrass-
ment technigues,” while other Fishops expressad their
wopverm el Uhe loss of civil righ's b:.' a nurber of priests
and teachers and wamed the Argentine people “net to
be pressured mio making unjust and prematiare Tudge-
mients’” on church mmembers. Dut the Church hierarchy’s
cenunciations seem to have had litte effect on the mili-
tary: that same week Father Pable Gazzan was forced
cut of his parents house by policesien and has nol been
heard of simes,

On December 7, after twa monzhs of imprisorment,
Father Patrick Fice, an Irish priest residing in Ageeling
since 1970, was released and deported to Ireland. Af 2
press conference Father Rice said that police had calsely

— e
anised g wof pamiing subversive messaged . I":‘.'J'“hm. e

walle, He claimed that the true reason for his deténflon
was the Fact that Argentine authorities do st approve
of priests werking with puut sectors of the pepulation.

Accompanied by representatives of the Catholic In-
stitube of International Eelations and osficials of Am-
nesty International, Father Rice reported that during his
arrest he had been brutally torwured with water and
electric current and sonstantly beaten by his guards. He
also said that pelice kept his Aead covered with a hood
and threatensd to kill him if he ranaged to ses his cap-
tors,

Be‘ore the end of the year another large raid took
place in Buenos Aires, Twenty four menbers of the
Children of Gud, o refigious sect with Latin American
headguarters in Costa Kica, were arresied. Thirteen
memberz—ten af them 1.5, citizens—were subsequent-
Iv released and deported but seven Angenting palivieals
gill remain in jail. According to police reports the
yourgsters were detained after a search at their temple
revealed some “letters condemning the Chilean regime
of Ceneral Firochet and the LS. rele” in the coup that
custed Allende's administration.

O January 2, Prolessor Mauriclo Lopez, former
baard member af tae Waordd Couneil of Churches ane
dean of the University of Mendoza, was ako kidnappec
from kis houss. A spokesman of the Methodist Churzh
reported that Professor Lopez had hesr fanced out of the
IIL!I,LH' iJ'f' five armed cruformesd men

Al least 25 churchmen have been arrested since
March 1976 and another 10 have been assassinated in o
wiave of |jg||l—l,-l.i;LE arrli-tlericalisin [Jl'lCIiC‘lI.'ﬁﬂE unLEr
the beliet that progresdve sectoss of the Churck have

allied themselves with the Marxist beft.”

DEATH AND VIOLENCE
IN ARGENTINA,

A repert an some acss of violence and threats of
violence against church people in Argentina.

Compiled by a group of priests in Argertina.

Originally translated and published by the
Catholic Institute. for Inmtermnational Relations
{Londen),

4288, Derkeley, A 94704,

1 to 1€ copies: $1.00 each
10 to 25; 75¢ eacn
25 and over: 50¢ each

Avalahle in the 1.5, from AISC, P.O. Box] “.
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LETTER FROM PRISON

Fou the last two months the Argedine military gov-
ernmen; has besn trying to improve its image abroad by
maintaining that the conditions urder which political
prisorers ase being held in Argentina have improved.
This iz in 5art a response to intemational pressure.

The fallowing letter dated December 18, 1975 from
pehitical priscner in Sierra Chica gives the lie to the Ar-
gentine government’s allegatiors,

"Thee inilitary govermunent <ontinees ibs dArategy of
staging confrontations in which cozens of subversives
are killed. Howewer, we know that in fact the authorit-
ies take prisoners out of the jails and execute them.

¥, o . A week ago there was 2 raid in one of our cell-
blocks. Prison personnd and twoe Army  officers
stormed Into the cells and savagely beat all the prisomers
ror no reasor 3t all, As a resalk, several inmates were
badhy injured, sufering broken rils and Lrujses Two of
them are under observation, their heads having been
beater against the walls. They are in danger of losing
their, evesight,

"We also know that in Azul prisoners are being taken
out of the cells by Army officers and tortured. Many
people who have disappeared for months and of whom
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government otticials have denied any kmnowlecge, have
appeared’ in the Azul prison.

“We are getting acquairted with the simation of pol-
it:cal prisoners in Cordoba. Some of them have been
transferred here and, from what they tell us, their situs-
tion is nat any beter than ours. They are subject to the
same ‘treatment a5 @ matter of ccurse” as we are: beal-
ings, electric prods, tolal isolalion, small, dark oells
where it is impossible to tall whether it is day or night,
no food, no medical attention

“They reported that there have been 28 executions In
Cordoba prisons alene since March, Cne prisoner was
shot because he tried te pass on some salt to ansthe
prisoner. Twa inmates were totelly paralyzed as a -esult
al severs beating ta the head,

“Things like these may happer. o any of - here at
any time for any reason.

“Please tell people about our situzdon.”

JUNTA'S RESPONSE TO
DEMOCRATIC OPPOSITION

The Argentine Junta has launched a new wlensive ag-
ainst those democratic sectars who oppose it and who
call fer the return of democratic and civilian rule. The
Council on Hermispherie Affalrs. whose boand of direc-
tors include Senatar Jamss Aknurezk, Represeatative
Doiald Traser, Thomas Quigley of the U5 Catholic
LConterence and the Rev. William Wiptler of the U.5.
Mational Councl of Churches, stated: "We react with
vonsternation o e action of Lhe Argentine authorities
in incicting Gustavo Koca znd Garzon Maceda for the
alleged crime of assisting a campaign te bring economic
and political sancilons against the Argesdine Mation,
COHA’s positien = that it is net the astwvities of Hoca
and Mezeeda which are inviting sach consequenices, but
tke provacative policies of those who now illegally rule
Argentna,”

The stated reason why the two Cordeba lawyers have
been accused by the Argentine authorities Is that they
consented o appear before & subnrammittes of the LS.
Cd.1|1;5|“,.=, chaired b!,' F.epreunrali\.'u Ga=ald Fraser. 1o
cpeak about curren: conditions in their country.

O December 10, The Washington Post reported that
a Federal judge in Buenos Aires had requested the arrest
and extradition of lese Gelbard, an sconamy munister of
President Juan Peron and Isabel Feron between 1973-
1974,

The Post stated: “Argentina reopened a human rights
issue with antiscmitic overtbones this week in sevking
the extradition of a furmer cabirel minister now liviag

in Washingion,”

Gelbard's citirenship was removed by the Junta in
Jure. 1978, which directly cantravenes the Imer-Amer-

(mant'd page 18)
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ican Declagation of Human Rights, which Asgentina
signed.

The charges against Gelbard are that he advized [a
tel Peron to se: up a personal bank accoumt, She has
been accused of ilegally placing public fands in that ze-
coant.

The Council on Hemispheric Affairs charged that Ar-
gentina’s action Uis clearly ar act of political subter-
fuge.” The Council 18 not taking a positien on the charg
esagainst Gelbard: "We are savimg that loday in Arzen-
tina the judiciary operates as a 1oal of military repres
siar,

‘Argentine officials have roted privately,” according
o the Posr, “that Geloard's being Jewish was a factor in
the degision e LR iy cilizenshap.”

l'he story took on a new and Fantastic twist recenthy
whien a uidge accused Gelbard of being the fornder of
both the Argentine Arti-Communist Alllance and tve
Montoneros, in an attempt to provoke a chaolic situa-
ticn which would lead to a communist takeowver which
he supposedly favared. This ridiculous accusation may
be part of the junta’s continuing astempts to abselve it-
self of all responsibility in the current situstion of vio-
knice, repression and etomomdc detericration.

DEMOCRATIC
DENUNCIATION

On December 19, theweekly edition of the Argentine
newspaper La Opermon printed a declaration from the
Permanent Coundl for Fuman Rights which was pre-
sented in the form of a letter tn General Videls

The declaration stated: “Day by day we are infermed
of threats and attempts against diverse individuals from
Argentine intellectual and scientific circles . . . attempls
to mtimidate lawyersin the exescise of their responsibil-
ites and a truly slandérous campaign againsi religions
authorities, Nope of these actions have been attriouted
o che organizations declared illegal i 1973 anad 1973,
{1 he Meaple’s Kevolutionary Army | EKF | and the Mon-
toneros— it is forbidden to print the mames of these ar-
ganizalicns in. Argenzinal, These actions clearky show
that there s another terrarism threatening us seeking to
prevent the democracy which the immense majonty of
ovur penple desire and support.”

“The words of the Argentine Council of Bishops =till
have value: Every day the press brings us news of mew
deaths: time passss and one never knows how they oc-
curred and wha is respansible. All this causes a sense of
anxiety ard restlessness in our peaple. We ask our-
selves, or rather the people ask themsslves, al times
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orly in the intimacy of their homes or in then arude of
triends because the fear s growing: What dees all this
mean; What powerful Farces are these which with otal
impurity operate cormpletely arbitrarily in our society T

“These Facts, as Pepe Fau. V] said. “still lack an ade-
gquale explanation,

“The Azgentine community is paving a igk price: of-
fidal circles speck of a: many as 1200 deaths ciree
March 1976. Priests, politicicns, busiressmen, urion-
tsts, journalis:s, miembers of (ke Armed Forces and Sec.
urity Forees,” as Your Fweellency (General Videlal
stated, are wictims of thiv escalstion of wnselecs and of-
1en indiscriminate viclence: women, children and casual
viekimis an nof spared. There & not a single family tha:
has not been reach directCy wr indireutly by this vio-
kence. A climate of fear in which little by lttle no one
feels secure is growing,

"We ame suimermed, not oniy ai the violerce of this
sitwation, but at ity future projection. How to reestab-
lish respect, fraternity. a sense of wlidarity in a popula
tiun in which mistrast, fear. resentment. desire for ven-
gearce day by day reap their bitter harvest? We are also
concernsd, @5 much for the futare as for the present
that the deterioration of the ceonomic situation is being
bBarn by the weakest sectors of enre population.

"We consider il important to establish that cor coun-
iy is nct legally at war—reither internally or external- -
by—and that Paint Na, 3 of the Declaration, protecting
all individuals 2gainat torture and other cruel, inhuman
and degrading treatment o= punishment, which was ap-
proved by the United Nations in December 1975, is in
efbect.

"We feel it & an urgent neces:ity te respect the natien-
al Corstitution and the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights which states: ‘Any person accused of a crime has
the right to presumed innocence urtil guilt is proven
according to the law in a public trial in which all guar-
amters necessary to his defense are assured.” The fol'ow-
mg of this clause would allow those citizens whie are de-
tained without bega’ charges to return bo their home. Tt s
also vital that the st of detainees and their place of de-
tention be published. or at least that this infarmation be
given to thor families. which is the anly way to amel-
worate the prolonged agony of thousands of femilies
who dio nat knonee the fare oF thois dear anes

‘We unanimously express our conviction that a re-
publican, representative ard federal Argentina which 15
desired by all can only bé achieved on the basis of a sal-
id foundation of Homan Rights.”

Signed, amongoathers, by:

Droczor Alica Morean de Justo, one of the founders of
the Argertine Socialist Party

Mupseipneer Dishop Jame De Mevares (Bishop of the
province af Meuguen)
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Bishop Carlos Gattinan! (Methodist Bishop)
Doctor Olscar Alende (Secretary of the Partide Intransi-
gente, forume governor of Buenes Aires Province)

Doctar Raul Altonsin (head of the progressive faction of
the LCR)

Father Enzo Giustozzi
Pastor Alde Echezoven

. Doctor Emilio Fermin Mignone (Minister of Education

in the Lasusse Government)

Bishop Federige 1. Pagura

Professor Gregoric KhEmovsky (IIniversity of Buenos
Aires, School of Philesophy)

Droctor Genaro L. Carrio

CORRECTION

Late reports coming rom Argentina indicate that the
Fight of Ciption, contrary 1o what we reported ir Out-
reach #5, his not been restored. As a result of interna-
tional pressure the Right of Optior was pastially grant-
ed te these political prisoners whom the Junta considers
will not erdanger nationel sezurity by being exiled. But
determifiing who is and who is not dengercus & left ta
the arbitrary criteria of the Junta. In addition this pseu-
du-restoration of the Right of Gprion has been ruled un-
constituticnal by a Federal Court. However this ruling
was overturned by the Supwens: Courdt of Argendina
which upheld the total suspension of the Right af Op-
tion due te “Wrying” times the nation is undergoing

The lull resturation together with an effective en-
forcerrent of the Right of Option is sssential ta the re-
turn to liberty of thousands of peaple unjustly impris-
v because of thelr political views. At this time only
massive international pressure car force the Argentine
Military 1o restore the Wight of Optiog,
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SUPPORT OUTREACH

Otreach has become a reliable source of in-
formation on Argentina. In order to cantinge our
work we need your finandal support. Become a
sustainer of Cutreach. Send your contribution to
AISC. P.O). Box 4388, Berkeley, CA 94704,

—
SUBSCRIPTION FORM
Name
Address
City State
Zip Code
I want subscriptioni(s! for 1 year al %6 each

Make checks payable to AISC, P.O. Box 4338
Berkeley, CA 94704

—

Chatreach is published by the Argentine Infor-
mation and Service Centers (AISC), a national or-
ganization with chapters in New York. Los Angel
=5 and the San Francisco Bay Area.

New York: AISC, 156 Hth Ave., #1003, MNew
ork, N.Y. 10010, Tel. (212) 777-4847.

LosAngeles: AlISC, P.O. Box 86091, Mar Vista,
fCA 20066 Tel [213) 208-7000.

San Francisco Bay Area: AISC, P.C. Box 4388,
Bl:rhel-a:..r. CA @4704. Tel. 1415) 548 7615,

The :nfermation in DUTREACH is compiled from the
following sources: Latin America, Latin America Eco-
nomic Report, La Nacior, Ly Ozimion, Le Monde, wire
services from Prensa Latina, Interpress, Internews, [IPL
AP and AFP. OUTREACH receives press releases,
documents, and testimon:es from Argentina and inter-
naticnal selidarity organizations.
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