ARGENTINE COMMISSION for HUMAN ricHTs I/

lnternational Offlces:
Cenava
Fome
Pariz
Mexico City

COMISION ARGENTINA POR LOS DERECHOS HUMANOS (CADHU)
Washington, D. C. Information Burean

February 12, 1977

Dear Friends:

In the next few weeks, tha State Department will bz decld-
ing on its request of military assistance to Argentina. Due
te the mounting evidence of that country's gross vialations of
irternationally raco¢nized human rights, the Carter Adninistra-
tion has been under tremendous pressure from Congress, religious

- groups and human rights organizatlions not to continue milltary

aid to Argentina. In our most recent canversalions with State
Department pecple, we have gathered that they are seriously con-
sidering limiting, =nd possibly eliminating, their request of
zld for Argentina,

We feel that a concerted campaign of pressure to the presant
Administration from organisms such as yours at this time,would
provide the crucial elemert of public concern which could very
well make the differcnce in their decision. It must be canveyed
to President Carter that Argentina is the most urcent case
for his Administration to apply human rights criteria. It can
become the pivotal decision In establIshing a new relationship
with the countries of Latin America.

The urgency of the present period requires that we act now
in a cambined and direct fashion by acdressing President Carter
on this issue, Indicating to himthz econcrete measures that must
be taken in crder to break away from past policies.

We are enclosing the suggested text of a latter to be sant
to President Carter with copies to Secretary of State Cyrus Vance,
Assistant Secretary of State for Inter-Amerlcan Affairs Terrence
Toddmzn, and to us. Enclosed alse Fird a copy of the letter we
are sending te President Carter, with coples to the above men:icned
officials, te Congresspecple and human rights organisms.

Ve are confident that with your cooperetion all our efforts
will result in a mare rapid solution to the plight of our Argentine
brothers and sisLers.

Sincerely yours,

f‘_,.'"

O 4T il T

Olga Talamante

1912 N Street, N.W., Washington. D. C. 20036  (202) 296-8340
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