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in Argentina today the military government led by General Jorge Videla is flagrant-
1y violating every principle of democratic traede unionism.

Since the coup of March 24, 1976, the military junta has attacked the rights and
lives oT workers and their union representatives. Unlon offlces have been closed
down or taken over, union lecaders have been arrested, kidnappec or killed, ard al]
reqular union functions, including the right to striks, have been outlawed.

Workers in Argentina are carrying the burden of the worst economic crisis in that
country’s history. The annual inflation rate is 3150% and ths goverament's economic
policies have resulted in 2 56% decline 1n real wages. A skilled auto vorker 1is
earning an average of $100 per month and thz cost of living in Argentina is emong
chz highest in the world.

UNIONS UNDER HIiLITARY CONTROL

The ppen and systematic attacks an Labor are of International cencern to all trade
unionists. Since the coup, the following measures have been taken to limit unions:

1. Military administrators have taken contral over thz 4 millfon member CGT (Argen-
tine Federation of Labor).

2. All normal urion activities are prohibited, including collective bargaining and
election of union officers and union meetings.

5. All strikes are bdanned. Any striker Taces § years o impriscnment.

L. A1l laws protecting workers from unjust discharge have been arrilled, As a result,
in Dctober 1576, 300 leaders of the electrizal workers, including the entire exe-
cutive board, were fired from their jobs.

5. Factories are operating under military rule anc disputes over work conditicns
are handled by military tribunals,

&. Escalagor clauses have been abolished, although tha cost of living went up 348%
in 1976.

7+ At some planls, workers are under militery guard. The auto lfaclories of Gereral
Motors and Ferd wmere occupied by federal troops in September 1875,

In addition to these methods of oppression, thz Argenkine military government has
encouraged para=-military groups to kidn2p, torture, and kill without restriction,
Leaths and discsapearances attributed to these sepf=official groups run now at about
15 per day. Hore than a thousand workers ard union delegates have been arrested, kld-
rapped or Killed in the last six months.

Gn Pecemher 9, 1975, the following trade wnionists were kidnapped By commande graups
in Buenos Alres:

Arture Ga»in: union delegate of the U.0.M. (Metallurgical Workees
Union), at the Propulsara Siderurgica plant.

Oscar Chavez: wunion delegate for the U,0.M., at the Acindar plant
in Villa Constitucicn.

Raul Rarrionueva: uninn dalesgate for the Auto Workers Union, at the
IKA-Renault glant in Cordoba.
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On January 7, 1977, three urion leaders of the Percedez Ben: futc plant i la Memaia

doba, Jose Antonio VMizzini,; Esteban Alfredo Reimer, and Victor Hugoe Ventura, were
Kidnapped From thzir hames,

Late Fekruary, laber lecader Oscar Smith, dalegate from the Light and Power Union,
was kidnapped aftar participating in negotiations with Argentine Hinister of Laber
Ceneral Horacio Tomas Lizndo. His dissapearance was carried out by sectors of the
military regime which in several cccassions have expressed their disagrzement with
any kind of government dialogue with Labor.

LMICHS RESIST

Gut Labor in Argentina, wnaich has a long history af united action, hes resisted
these appre5sicns. In 1978, strikes and slow-downs erupted all ovsr the country.
In Sapterber, 20.000 zuto workers went on strike demanding 2 12% wage hike. In
November, 35.000 electrical workers confronted the military with long lasting
znd determined series of [ob actions ir protest for the dismissal of their )
vnion leaders. Most recently, 8000 workers from the State Telephone Cempany ini-
tiated a folded arms strike refusing to work longer hours.

The First week ef January 1977, representatives of unions still legal made public
£ dorument addressad to the military goverrment in the name of all orcanized labor.
Their derands were:

1. A substantial wage increase above present covernment guidelines o compensate
for cost of living increases since the military taxe cver.

Z. The right to collective bargaining through the workers' freely chosen trade
union organizations.

3. Lifting of all restrictions to trade unian activity imposed since March 2k, 1976.

L, Pelease of all trade-unionists whe have not been formelly charged and publica-
tion of a list of all priscners and their place of detention.

6. Anhullment of law #21476 which voids protective legislation that in some cases
has beesn in effect for 30 years.

6. Annullment of the law decree which allows for indiscriminate lay-offs, presently
being used for ideclogical and political purges.

7. Imalerentation of suhstantial charnes in the eccnomic policies of the govern-
men: znd re-orientation of the economy to reduce the severe unemployement.

WHAT WE CaM DD

The Argentinz Junta has been buttressed and supoorted principally by the U.5.
goverament. The Carter Administration has reguested §15 million in loans for
military equipment and $702,000 for military training for Argentina for the
coring year. An additional 543.3 milllon in willzary aid remains wunspent

from last year. This aid helps the militery junta in its cfforts to supgress
the Argentine pecpla.

in the U.$, wa can do much to help our brothers and sisters In Argentina. Concern
for the human rights vielations in that country has become nationwide in this
country, and unions such as the U.AW. and A.F.S5.C.M.E. have called for an end

to U.S. support of the inhumane Argentine reqimz. In =arly April the House
Subcomnmittee on International Crganizatisng will hold hearings on the vialation
of human rights in Argentina. The outcome of thase hearings may determire whether
1,8, military aid ta the junta will continue.

Mleass express ycur concern abcut the repressicn of Argentine workers and uniconists.
Write to the following two members of Corcress who will play an important role

CUT OFF OF HILITARY AID TO ARGENTINA.

Rep. Gus Yatron Serator Huberlt Humphrey

Chairman, Inter American Chairman, Forelgr Assistance
Affalrs Subcommittes Subcormittee

I.5. House of Represerntativas .5, Sanate

Washington, b.C. 20515 Washlngzon, D.C. 20510

Send a cogy of your letters [srd write for further information) :

Argentine Cormission Yor Human Rights
1912 M St. HN.W.

Washington, B.C. 20016

(207 256-334L0
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