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‘ The question 1s: wm:uuha:hmm

'pelieve the present emergency? ‘:I!n
. bonest anaswer is: all toa 1iikls, Bat

ll!hl.t.wemnmdmu-idnmhhm
for the immsdints problem, and wo must
povpde Wiat motion willds Jeng=-terns deneg -
ilation of héw nAtral gas. That 18 the
only real solution to our recuwrring short-

SRR
Pirst, this legislation allows smergen-

'eur parchases by distressed plpelines for

of 180 days. It eliminates pro-
ducer uncerialily by specifying that in-
tonstate sellers will ot fall under Fed-

- ‘eral Power Commission regulations.

' @econd. it addrezses long-term prob-
lems by eheouraging better consarvation

" ol sur most precious fuel, and by elicit-

ing precter domestds suppiies. It bans
pew coplracts of swlurel gas [or unDe-

' cessary boller 104 USe, and grants pri-
. ority use of gas fer agriculbure, including

fertilizar produstion and feod processing.
Y2 Foniging telln the parable of the
grasshopper and the snt: the grasshop-

:mnﬂmnumnﬁm l:.‘ne mt
- alored graln for thw winber, Ul
Iy, Congreéss

has Bddisd whils Hahdul-:l

- have been storing. And today, many con-

atituents are in the cold As & result. It
s e to stop Bddling and g2t to work.
people expast and deserve

. ,' 0o lean than speedy congresmional nction

‘mamt by disappro
" falltng tor mct faverobly upon ik with ali
deiberatle speed.

fo gustalles henn ail sdequale supply

¥ «of natural gaz for residentil neating

and Indusirial purposes.

HATURAL GAE ACT AMENDMENTS
aF 1877

The SPEAEER pro tempore. Undsr a

1" previous arder of the Heuss, the gentle-

‘man frem Kentucky (Er. HUBEARD). I=

plensed bo rise in smpport of this eritl-
cally needed measure whichh fuy distin-
gulshied and able colleagoe, Bos ERTEGER.
has introduced and which I have co=
epansored By promptly enacting this
begrislation, tha Hotse of Reprecen tatives
can recilly Its mistaken judgment of
last Februnry when the amend-
et W derepiilate mieistate netiral
Eas prices was tragically defeated by o
three-vote mangin,. We must not com-
pound the harm our Nation i& now
suffering becalise of that mistaken judg-
MEAELTE O

During last February's debate, oppo-

. ments of Interstabe natural gas deregula-

tion argued that the precariousness of
the sennomy, the repatad adequacy of
existing reserves. and the profits of the
domestic private nstursl gas Indusiry
rendered pur propesal wseceplivhle, IL
seems thas every possible Lastor was con-
sidared except cmve—the commonsense
realization that the Matian might experi-
encé & sévere wintér., This eversight has
0w came book to houak ws.

The heat of la:t February*s m will
ol kesp the water plpes from bursteng:
ibowill niok keep the factories when
there Is no energy with to run
them; it will nat provide employment to
the more than 100000 Amecicans who
have been sent home from thetr jobs; ik
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will not open the countless schools which
have been locked: and it will not help
tha hospitals in my home State of Kot
tuskcy which have been cut back to that
amount of natural gas which 1= sssential
o pffer the most bazle of human services.

'I"Eﬂ‘be‘t'ﬂl-l.l:rH in Hentucky have aver-
aged 131:* below pozmal for the frst
half of January. Hatural gas suppliers are
serlously undesstored. Due to the cold
weather and the dearth of atored re-

serves, there is not enough pressure to’

move what Mttle ges we have (o Uie
places we feed Lt In hiimaAR téfies, tha
situation Is disastrous, The Loakville Gas
& Elacstric Oo. has beens forced to cut off
supplies for the enthre winter to 113 -
dustzies and large commercind users whe
need natornl gee for bodler fusl This
manth, that compuny hias hed to termi-
nate naturnl gas delivery t an addi-
tlomal 435 customers, including 2008
schpals. Thoas educational, eommercial,
and industricl users who are fertunate
enough not &0 have been totally cut o,
muat now cope with 46= or 65-parcent
curtailments rather than the 10-percens
curtallments provided by allocation.

Opponenis of deregulating the price of
interatate natueal goe talked a great deal
about the jobs whith would be lost If de-
regulation were achleved. But. what de
those people now have to way to the more
than 100,000 workers who are withoul
jobs becanuse of the lack of natiral gas?
What will, be the cost of the unemplay-
ment cnporastion benefits which must
be pald? What will be the cost of alter-
nate forms of energy which must replace
naciural gas if gns is no Jonger cvaliabhis?

The people of my Stats sod my dis=
trict have been hit hard, and ws will
probably be hit much harder as the cold
spell continuess. Nexts yenr's aubloak will
0t be Aoy lghter unless we In the Con-

move immediately to dercgulate
interstate natural gas prices to glye pro-
ducers the Incentiva.necessary o develip
new natural gas resoiinces.

Perhaps it iz- time to revise the adage
that sveryone talies abouk the weather,
but no owe ever does -anyililng aboit it
Though Cangress

yihing alse, 1t has ignored the threas

d weather to the health, salely and

wellsre of our cizizéns. The time for do-
ing something about it is now.

STATE DEFARTMENT REFORTS UN-
DERSTATE HUMAN RIGHTS VIO-
LATIONG

The SPEAKER pro tempare, Uncder &
previous order of the House, the gaintle-
man from Messachusetis (Mr. DalNAN)
is reccgnized for 30 minutes.

Mr, DRINAN. Mr. Spealier, plirsnant
10 mection 602(b) of the Farelgn Assist-
aoee Ach the 3tate Department at the
requist of Congress compiled Teports on
the human rights slfuation in six coun-
tries which recaive TR, miflitary assisf-
ance: Argentina, Haltl, Indooesin. Iren,
Perm, nnd the . After repaated
inslstence by myself and other members
of Congress, these reports were finally
declassified and releassd o ke public an
Decercher 22, 1078,

Buased upon my own nlpcrlmm a4 &

“seems to tolk about

Jaﬂuaryij
member of a delegation org

human rights violations. During the 10
dava which I spent in Argenting In No-
wamnher 1878, I learned of the arcest and
Imprisonment mof thousands without
chargs or trial, the widespread uses af
tortare by the police &nd thé military,
the suspension of all civil libertles. the
dissplution of parHament, the prohibitfon
of gll political activity. and the com-
plicity of the Covernment in an indi-
Eﬂ;:uulgiu ﬂm‘h pivlgn of terror.

B & moat oulrageous single
action of the military government in
Argentina ia jts fallure to produce a bt
of those Imprisoned. The familizs of labor
and political leaders, professors, sku-
denls, und athers who have beés afrested
without charge in many ceses do not
know pf the fate af their relativas. T have
witnassed Arsthend the sufering en-
dured by these families, and T can only
conclude that 4 govertunent which in-
Hicts it merits the condemnation of the
world community,

The State Departmest report on Are
pentina dismiisses the suspension of par-
lisment and the ban om all politics]
Gobivity in & single =entence, It asserls
that “lepal rediess for povernmenkal
u.l:u.me of basle rights is normally ayail-
&ble " while this is plainiy not the pase.
It fails to staka unsquiveeally & E:t'!'ﬂ]
Enown Lo evaryime in Argsatine; That
the milithry government is directly. -
volved in right-wing terrorist activithes,
for the commission of which not & sin-

sugpet new ini-
‘Untives which the ﬂ'nll-elggtm might
‘ake to bring about & reduction of e
‘mllilary junia's abuses of power. And i
T OEOMELITE E

While o Jeltizt berrorist movem art dpes
exial In Argeniina, the measures takenm
by the Government for sxceed the legiti-
mate needs of & vigorous anHtarrorist
edort. Tlie offivisd Ampesty Internationnl

-ram-tmnumnnﬂmummunnm

be awvailable in the mear future, and 1
will shara with my colleagwn the raaults
of that cul:npl‘ehlﬁ:.lw study. For the
present, It is the  Uniied
Bintex miet ruu.mu ite ;:-cll:l.r:}r tward
Argenblun snd oiher governments which
volate the Nindamefijal human Thghis
of thelr citizens, to begdsiation
enarted during the th Comgress, the
Urnited Biates must terminate all mili-
tary nsuistance to such governmments
Addltional inftiatives aje also avallabie
Incernationnl pressure, in the Unlfed
Hations, the Organlzation of American
Statss, or other appropriate farums:
vaclous forms of economic safctions; and
positive economic inecntives based on
improvements o the human tights arep

Mot all of the preceding apuroeache:
will mecessarily be appropriate in all
cases, but their serfous consideration and
Judiglays implemantation are Inng over.
dur. The lnck of sensitivity to the human

-




' Jiltl-lt{u‘u 18, 1997

Ufrghta issue represented vy Abe Stale Des
b report - o human sights
UUArgentina nrist cence,
S0 There has bedn consikierable eritbeism
ol the State Deperument heman sights
0 weesrla, Two editorials i RhAc Detralt
¢ Mpes Press on Janeary 1, 1007, peinied
. ohib the inacouradles and deficiéncies In
‘e reports and highlighted the pariicu-
harly disturbing sitoation in Asgenddne.
Om Jarusry 17, 12 chiwrch and political
including the Americans {ar
mmug Action, clergy and lalty con-
; the Priends Committes omn
"'LH L‘-u.hilnun-n celepsed a sharplye
critieal analysis of Lhe reports. The ans!-
yEis of the reports. The analysiz ac-
'mlﬁl o Ietter o Presidenl Coarles
‘regquesting that more and betier niosr-
mation  on  buman righls be made
b xomdakl

The editorials from the Detooit Free

. Tress and excerpta from tho jetter to
. President-elect Carter and the scoam-

panying analysis of the Argenloe silu-

!ﬂlﬂl Tollow

JPram the Dvimil Free Presd, Jan T. 10T
m m-l Tesan Ricors Pans s TE.L 1T

H i} Lawg IT In

The Htale Deparinicnl, ¢t the regusst of

b reporked on BiifaE Figns vio-

I slx coumtries that recel e Abritan

maks us dhink the Mlks &b
Biate would have dewcribed Jack the Ripper
iy wocused of certaln and

. ordar b teal the State D-c'plrﬁm-!-‘! =Ulmg-
- &, o ennply.

Tha dsparaieil’s reports  say  biuman
n;nu nase besn wiclatad In varying degrees

- were found In all thé slx eotinErkss)
This 5 obviusly s trileky bumiess [or the
EL;h Deparanent, add come of s chathan DL
1s nindemtandalile. Bvdn &3, these

“H-. !I.I'.'l I!F'I"I'Il':lm Teahion, ninol, sbronger
, 'Jﬁ-ﬂnh of loiations in some of ihese conin-

'I.I-

e be in the nl.l-lu:u:l Lrigr-
Ldal. Bt Ll also ks trae thit the (nived Sestes
) great Talence upon other coun-

“ﬂmﬂﬂl o vholate harnan rights

‘I'p ml]- hianve hEd soowe apsact, for
O lpstaewee, L mwsderailing e Darahess of
“Maljl'w reglmw, Aureckein pioteilaldois Lave
wven ipfgeoced e Soviel Tolpn, el Wwes, 10
u.. h-;l-ll repressve b the case of Fews To sloort,
it 1 simply pot e dhai our expreslons of
AOnCETI] GouL Inonans Siplte can beoepsily
S mm b
T Members of Congress. as Lhey deml with
Ol programe, shoukd raiss quertions and de-
] answers eoudowming haoaan rightls.
Furcher, the =gate Do t ghould be
© prodded te Spell je Mke 11 @Y whon Congrees
ek for peporis an vEGlal lonme
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EAhers b Wahlagton wil be makiog »
wockerpof dhe foncgn ald Ee's feguirennt
vhamt the Uniled Statis relllsé Gld L Y FOT-
eridnents thal engade 1 e conslatensly pat-
sorn of gross wlolabtlovs of LGWETRGINNALY
Tescgriac humat fdghts'’

Fie AmcEsirva, Teewor Huies

When Argentine, Gon. Jorge Videln led the
coup that teppled the paksied governmsnt of
Isabel Festm Iast March, 1t gendradly Was
agreed he had o sls-month “grece” perlod o
which to restors tho oounktres eguillbrinm.
Rt &fter Rlmost 10 montks, Arpemiing stUl s
poundsring in & tedllght zond of humam-

rejpression, terrorlzm by the Iefb and
the Flght, mnd persscution of palilleal wefa
fees ol B Sfalé that surphsses snyLhing
Jewaivm Ll pre=oouj ags.

The Videls Jaits understand sbiiy is nrxicas
to trurbare the world's Socdwill ard economle
namlgiance, wid s Lored  publilo relations
sgencles Ly spread Lhé étoCy of & decilning
inflelion rmile sl & fefelgn Jdebt that has
beey balwed. Bul unlll e junts sddressss
the pervasive problen; of poliThCal e e o,
it must expet o repnaln eoliled on the
fringes of respacindisy.

1 tos junis i3 sincere aboud ineklng & Sew
Deginning, howsver, this “Toterme il Pris-
ohers of CoBsolence Year, ' os Ampesly Duber-
BALKGNA] bas labeled 1077, provides s puod
BEpArtuEnRity, Lhe respeotsl Londan-bhousd or-
Ehiication, whlch has documented Hrl:uﬂ
niid other abists of Attalness ia Argentin
and elséwhere, Sa58 11 Wkl laugoh “an l.ll—n‘l'l
nﬂhnﬂumhﬁlﬂﬂhﬁﬂﬂiﬂﬁ“lﬁﬂ&l!b-
ouf the world” this penr.

The Carber sdministration ahd Colgidis
can join that ofensive by denylng khe Videls
regime Durther militery assistande by oer-
Ing smnobusrcy bo Boubth Américan reldgess
';:!.M lwes are Im El axsmunn“i:u

excrting plomatio and obber 2
avres oo the junta fo stop e repression.

PFurther evilence of just how far te Ar-

" gentine politisal =thation has detericrated is
lq:.lanldpﬂl

dar this month when Amnesty In-
tarraticnal relessss & repert complled in part
By Bap. BEobart Drinan Roman Osthslle
jprimt and Deinocemdle congredaman  from
Masachumlbis, wheé @ak 00 & Lhyes-mamber
e that speint 10 days L Argentios last fall.

Motng the “ineredible Lalés of tartune he-
Ing nead™ by the Argentine pavérnnment, AE
Triman says “therd's ro teassn Bo dEny o
question the wveracity of wlinesiss. It's Just
an anheljovble slination'

Earlier, Bep. Edward 1. Xoch, DN.Y |, Lold
il eollengues that “Argemfing i pmbralled
in & nowr olwll wir, and BNy innocent per
sonia mrlb Balng canght i 4 eresa fire of lertist
warfare and goveronent 'H[Illlﬂl.l'lll

Sy o bor- ter rondam .t

Alrendy tho political Tetelilies are neasing
the 1500 mark that was e estimale put an
terTorint killings & Mra. Peron's 81-
okl rile The instabifiy that these kil-
b produiced vas O Of the r¢as0nd fop the
Peidn ot Sinineit's colapsd.

Chufeh soldoes satlmats et wt leaat 5,200

'|:umm prisoners are being Deld, without

BElng . With anF orinee and often
WIthOaL #ny Trace Deing prowided &8 1o their
wled i Ealonts, Thhe JUnta's e of Larmor fe-
ey Dby tnden An WElF entl=cherionl turm,
ws 8 resull of Che clhorel Daving el e One
vrganbealion  Chal lwas mol Deseil afrald Lo
speak—an cue pas o] Jebper pub = bes
JAHII' ol teose wio epiogh spek Tor Lheii-
m.m
gj tive political fubere of  Angenting—
ns n:d' Chile, Urugaay, Braxil and other Scuth
American diciaborshipe=Jies in the hands of
those upon whom the repressdve poyeri=
ments depend for eoonoozkae and dipleomtic
survirnd, Tao e extent that the Uniied States
provides a portlom of that sastenanoce, WIT
phowld be the year that leverage Ig broug il Lo
serara Dyvman-"ights welarmus B

l Archive

[

Tawmany 48 WA |2 Memo

Prealueil-e 6ot JIMMEY CANTER, I

Washidgton, D0,

Deii PRESDENT-ILLOT CARTIN: Wi Write t0

cifiyey ulr urgedlt GAnGET shout the Dtabs

Deparianent's s peiolal traatmant of huo-

man righis viclabhois, We have been very

hepclepsd By juur ateiments on human

righia throughoul your JOng caumpatgn and

belleve thai you will shide oWl ITUSTTRMGD

with che presnt Siale Depmitmenl’s way of

dealing with hurnan righls.

On Jonusry 1, W17, the Wouss TOterne-

tional Hsiptiors - Cooumi tles  relomsed -

Hally docinssified Buman righis mporle by

the Sinie Department on px ponwlries LUat

refelve seouriky neestancs, The jnmdeyuwscbes

af thi Ieparta on Argenking, Haiti, Indonesla,

LFALE and tie Phiippines compel us to glal-

Ietige Dol thelr content and wbelr eopoluoc

oA,

Alter Carelal scrutiny of thess ptatemencs

e SOdaGllds ThAt e State Departmest 05—

ures Fiven for poltical priscners are eoo-

ESEHLT USJSFeSUUOATSS ARl @0 DOt Take

it SoiEderalbion BIFLEr satimatss Dy do-

trsaticial OrjanlEakiens, HESDOLS]I DS TE-

parta Irof Hlcmetlonsl legal aikd NIMAD

righta groupa alléging widespftad A -

Hné torture by palleé and sy porsonnal

with the sanctlon of povermmaiit leaders . it

downgraded or disregarded enkirely. (A -

talled amslysis la attaohed. )

Amerioans for Dersocratio Artlon, Auti-
Blwrtlal Law Coalltion l]’hlll;-gll‘-ﬂ'i
Argentine Commbsslon for
Righta, for a Democratic
Forelgn

mion Jouncil), Morton Sclar (Catholle

University Law Schood), Fermman Wil

(United Methodsi Chusch, Board of
Chureh and Soolety).
ARCENTING

Polftioal Prisomners. The State Deparamen
report on Agrenting asserts that “lg ail proo.
abilliy™ the curren: number of poldisou
prisoners detalned without trial for unp
lalted paricds i lower than tha 4000 por-
Eons Amzesty International 1ALD) e 18TE-1076
Report eutiamtes Lo have bsan in detamniion
ai the times of the March 34, 1874 madlitary
coup, This assertlon ignores wo other atate-
mants by AL in thal same repost:

1. “mevoral thowsmod pecple were arrosicd
Immedintely niter the soup ... ~

0. "% . . estimebes recclwed by AT cluim ihai
the numbar of thoss In detesition s ma high
e 0 00D, "

Bven I wa pocopl Lhe Angantine gowern-
monts ciainn to have mlansed 1079 paddetosl
prissners slnos the coup, &l other Sguones
make 1t bnpoasinle o bel Like BLASR De-
pRITInEnt s eatimats st than 4,000 are
W palitioal priscners iT Argsmties jalls.

Gorernmant TParrer. Trs SOtate Depart-
DdbEt FEpOrt ROKDOWIEdEes Lhal “acl.ve duly
winl Fellved miltary and police psn-uuuul
nra Hpulliﬂl! Imiileire of wlglnnis IL'\.I.I-Lh-
thal vperele “with apperens inpuniiy.” Mow-
ever, the Biale Deparknent stiempts to dis-
mmsociais the Argentioe governmeont lesdere
from the neis of shelr svbordinates, Toe re-
AOrT EVANSH  LERD ATgentns [eaders  Dave
BEALEL A i MBS of polloy Wiy do Dok Sdf-
ol ATid afd AEIDE to cuth wiolaklafem ol
humen rights, but that in the % nkoca-
phera of terrorism, they cannot yet contral
Thie wibuntion "

Father James Weelss, an American born

N ssalaa

'~'—='=va~'.%,“' 5




H 454

pritst whe lired o Argenbius for elpver
vears and was kldna on i k8, 1976 14
thve cliy of Sordoba. tes tifled the oo
Supmmmiziee cn Internationsd Ovganles-
tloos on Seplamiber 28, 1675:

In supmary, from my ows experlenze a=d
thit of others with whom I hape personnaity
speken, there appear 0 be ceetalm pommon
Gocurrences experlenced DF each of the vie-
tims throughbout thelr ordepd:

“FIret of all, all the kidpappers wers lden-
e by thelr cropoives &8 polins or military
men, They wers apeoifleally addresaed ps
Chis®, "Capadn’, ‘Calondd’, Tdanbepan.", eic

L] L - ] .

"Tuire, a1l 450 kidnap whotlns were laken
5 predetentlon cenless. pulivce slalivos br
mitary he pd quartsrs.”

T Iy widsly moospisd asaeng mosd ob-
sarvesd of Agremtina, lndudoly ghose in the
Brate Departoient, trhat We prosent melitary
sovernment’s two malod prioFiides are b ostn-
bilize the ecoramy and o wipe out “sub-
versive’’ elamremiz on =me (S0 10 TRALD Dl 97
lask, ihe presend povernment, A8 d10 Ehe
governmnent of Tsuhel Poron, encDUCARES Lhe
actions of semil-Clandesting, well disciplined
EQURdi of miNtary and polioe personnel Tivis
I done BOT STUY SHtiee These ofben capture
AN Br RELLITATE a0t lel-wice
rillas DUl AIES DESATIAE THAY Intimidate Fn
il population keeping it from opposing
Ehe govermment’s other pollcles. &s oeported
iz Al's TATE-10TH repors, Phe present govern-
ment. as the one hefore, “hins made memark=
ably few arrects In connection with AAA
TArgentine Anti-Commumnist Alllance). n
{rightwlnge) orpan wHeh has garsled
ot more than 2000 pelltical aemesinations
fines 1D7E" Tn smmaey, grevps ks the
AAM which include pades pnd a=med forces
persontel, would aspetr o be ezempt from
proseculfion. boosuse thelr setivities  are
compatibie with 1he Arsefiline Fovemment’s
polleiee and suUpBlSRest thy Fepreacd e ar-
tivitlen of the 1apal ArcHF LS foentles

Torturs. TER BEA*A IWrartment peporf acs
ke pdpes the prictrnes of torturs, bub in-
plién that 1t i some Phing eoocend lomad

“While torture, crual, Inheman ond de
prading treatment or rondahment heave nat
heen n general oractice in Argentina, snok
methods pre reportediy used by the recurity
foroea fo extract information feom seme
prisocara, partienlarly suspeeted ar praTen
terToriets,””

The Amnssty Tntemalianal ssesament =
fguite diferent:

“Howewer. Sosturs {8 allesedly & rodatine
prastiee n many Iookl pollos mod mmllitery
headguariera throughont the country.

Ommteriienrgenoy. Ths BEuts Dl il
Teport atmtos: U6, mibtary credita Yevidoe
liktle or ne bonring of b0 COUNMNET tRTTOEIAL
capability of tho Armced Porces™ Thils ki =
recly contradicted by the OComgresiioal
resonistion Docament on the Seourlty his
visteames Drogram (Moren B 1870 whilch
otatoo! "'The FME erediss beimg propossd for
Argentinn will suppoté their program of
Emed  Torced  moderniestion, particulacly
thoir Sounterinsurgamey and sk cantrol ca-
patiiicies”

MUllEery ciedils [Oe FY¥ 17 aulbheeless ihe
A [ L R gurernmnmert e hpy 13 UH-TH
Bl aprlers (| HOET) of ldee Ly oLy
wE I Vietnam for bhee it of LD 8
inta combat nones. Slgnifaantly, thbes addl-
Liomkl adrerafl weuld sxpmod tae ‘hellcopter
Mol waf CBre Argreniine forces from 107 to LIS,
a ol Langg Bae £ v Len Ul = Bl beury Blalwmes ™,
thie 1870-T0 Baport of the Lol based Ln-
-tervimtonel Tastitile for Blombmgle 8lmdbes,

Fevarilp Asillfonce. Ty Blele Deparbment
olleis five rebssuy for cuntinulng securlty
slsline te Amgentiom:

I "Beperiby Assletance Jemdnstsalss olur
tembre bo pooprrate miliserily with & conmiry
wihieh Lins 1008 milea of copstlink or o
Tatith ALLaTitly roactilong o Segee Mo~

=
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2. “(Security Assistanes) offors the TTnited
Htatea the possitdiity of Improved mmmin-
cnton With the ArpenHng military who hare
Aiware inflaenced events In thelr oa untey and
are now the cominant factor.”

& “Argentine bo alresdy & middis powar In
torme af deysdop et .. .~

s .. 18 has sabetantial urabdam depostts,
woll-iralugd phyalelsts and ambdbious plans
for nuclenr power develapsisnt ™

5. UB. trade and lnvestment are signifi-
cant angd e Bave o ofedik Sxposure of §3.7
bl F

Bone of tBER: reasons olte s vital TS, in-
terest, Wohe ol these reasons polat (0 an ex-
ternal thivat to Argentina, They aze the kind
il Moy reasnns it hate coused the U S,
Berity Assistance Frogrom (o come into
such disrepiite amomg the Anerlean people.

Hiwa the Argentine government alemily
Aogubsaces tn terpar, U Kt does nat actively
promats 1L, M8 Seoorlty Assistance should e
FEeral i Fad Troraedintely.

ABOLISH THE COUNCIL ON WAGE
AND PRICE STABILITY

The SPEAKER pro tampore, Under o
pravisus ofaer of the Houle, the gentla-
man from Geprgia (Mr, LeviTas) is rec-
aznized for & miniites.

Mr, LEVITAS. Mr. Speaker, todny 1
am ipiroducing legsktion which ad-.
dreseps two aablers that have become
loereEisingly iImpsriant diring the past
several yemrs: First, the credibility of
Government o desl with vital maticonl
prahlemes, in this case, inflation, and seo-
ond, the création of sn ineffcetive ba-
renucracy despite the best Intentions sur-
rouisdiog e creasion. The bill I propose
abalishes the Council on 'Wage and Price
Siability. The Council cannod and has
not done the joh of stapping infstion and
it cotitimies as A besulling but ineffiec-
tive pgeney of Govornmens t5 the detei-
ment of publie Leliel,

Let us look at the recoid of the Coun-
Cil of Wage and Price Stability and how
it came to be,

For 5314 Nivon years, we witnessed and
suffered undar the diemni falure of mar-
datory wage ant price controls under Wie
Economic Slabllsation Act af 1970. [t
was palnfully ¢lesr that under this pro-

. Eram with ifs phaces 1, 2, 3, et cetera,

price and wage onntrals to contain -
Mation were not effective, and busines
und labor beoame vigorously opposed to
this form of mandatory regulalivn, The
dEborlons of prices, wages. supply. &nd
demand in the market place glso hurt
ke pauhlic, i

Recognizing the nesd ta o somelhing
tn halt the dodble-digit infationary
spiral gripping the country at that time,
ind the failure of controls, it was decided
lo eliminate the controls and use ke
market place, persuasion and informea-
tion Instend.

It wag felt, however hat che public
would feel better if it was told that some
ather ngency of Government was still in
the ball grome, Tl

Corsequenlly, In August 1878, Con-
ErEss, A% the adiministration’s suggestion,
created the Councll an Weags and Priee
Biability. This Council was supposed to
monitor wags. prices, dividends, inter-
et rates, pnd concentration of bushness
power and antiiFesl sctivites, As well
the Councll wus authorized to participate

g
877

in collective bargais |
Tilemakicg functio
cles, !l
The commitiee re which Acom-
ranied the bill cteating ihe Counedl o
1874 stated that the Counell would “have
power io nionitor the economy geher:
ally." have no mandatory or '
wonbrol over the economy.” “work wi
Iabor and management in an effort b
improve the structure of colléctive bar-
Frining ahd encourage price roestramg™
and “be autherized to conduct publis’
heerings to help publiclse the inflations
aly probluns and W0 loous attention on -
ihe nepd Lo Increase productivity in all
seclions of our economy.” RILE
In sharl, the Council has the respons
sbility of moniloring and impsoting
upon all —repoat, “ml"—gey ishons in the
private sclor mnd all— repeat, "mil e
vishons in government which have an ins
fatcnary consequence,
Counell, for the mosi part, Has'
nprhked with s stal complomaent of 42
perzans of which only 26 are - !
0—10 for motitoriy wll deetslons in
privale business, 7 for monitoring gl
EOVEITImEent activities, and § for other re-
sponsibilites such ws gencral eoiinsel;
publiz afRirs and the director's offioe
Fram time to time, the Counofl Twas. eny-
ployed the services of outdides consuM- .
ants, speclfizully six comsultants: ]
the first 10 months of its existence, :
15 the total capshilite of sn -
is supposed to watch aver the
tivities of pavernment and private ssetor -
operations. When one conslders that 835
Members of Congress with over 8,000
stafl members cannot éven kesp 5
the govermment end, not to mentinn the
ﬂrl:ﬂf EeciDr, who cAR ¥ h!
iak in supposedly doing its |
Councll checks inta thoss gmit“;u-l,_
nnd private decisiong which may be in-
fationary 7 Mow can they do this wigh
such an Inadequate stall'? e
I should point put here that ths Cogn-
cil has some excllent peopls in its siafy,
including the presont and past directors,
These have been able, dedicated, nod me-
ticulate men It is not thelr fallure T oome
demn; it 15 e Tallure of the Counsil’s |
statutory charter, These men, Properly
utilized elsewhere, sould b of great !
n a meaningful fight neninst ind

E&!Mm:' Celninerce, Clonsuiner, . and
M " ATalrs of the Government Op.
erations Committee condueted oversight.
hearings on the Counsil an Wage s
Price Btaklity. At that Hme, re { X
tives of the Council atated that thé work -’
of the Council was Initinted by 3 s
NS, reviewing the Pederal g
ter, aad tecelving lelters [rom the § )
and Members of Congress, all b a hap=
hazard and eatehi-as-catch-gan besis.
Using this less-than-systematic pry-
cedure. the Council has rosducted to Hate
43 studies of profll monitoring and Tied
GIRrox Imately 80 1ormal somanents with
Pederal agencles—inis in the name of
doing samething about stopping infiation.
Wio 1s kidding whom? What about the.
mmdreds of thouwsards of inflatlonayy
decicions. thial went unmotieed?
The Councll has obriously” moi been
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