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Popular nublic opinicn on Tatin dmericag and its people asci}fe& la Memoria *
S|
between two extremes. We have the hapoy=go=lucky Mexicsn Cowboy with #
X

L "
his' combrero which smwimx =ny decent umbrella should envy for size and
CGlnurJnnd af courze, his dngenarable "amigo'! the guitar wiith mhich he

sercnades a1l the vounda lLediss af the neighbourbood. In: fact the Haélywacd /
: ;
-

veesion will have Fim doing little else except drinking *Tecuilas' - &
; bush
rether excuisite liceor mede from the Cpotus,-nd which is drunk scompanied
A happens
by a pinch of s2lt = and of Course singing and carocusing. Ths Al Calras

in tiems of peace, when there is war and that seems bto be never vVery -

f=r pwpy , he donsg severgl belts losded deown with smunition ~mmd zRweXsl

tucks two or three cuns into big holsters 21jd sets out to bettle on
hoeseback only to be lown: in &pecteculsr fzshien by some melancholic
However an otherwlse
hlue-eyed "Cringo’ . ks sttractiwe fioure hes its sinizster sfe with

- gl
& propengsity for cruelity »nd treschery g much that in any moment he

=haolt

c=n be considered outrsicde the human pale =6 thst his downf=111 ne=d pnt
be regretted by sngbodys MHlesst of 211 the fud-loving cinemagoer. 2 :
Nacidedly this flamboyant version has been nrajected over =211 the peoples ...

( ’

o T
whédeh live south of the Rio Grende be they prgentinien Gsuchos, :

Carribbean Plretes or Peruvian Indiastis = There i a0 emphzgis on thelr =0T

colourful elotheg, their streange customs and exmloits which wonld m=ke
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totally fickle, imger ignorasnt #nd prone to _

=ny kind of crime whHich means their eliminestion can only be the triumph

This ‘of course repnresents one extreme of the spectrum of publiec ppinioh 2
sbout Tatins Americans 2nd it is guite eazily to show the falsity of .

gsuch -2 wvision &lthouch that does not mean this poepular Esriesture will Y

ggpse T BEXIisT 2E 1te real £48rce I on 1*5#‘*“?1‘{0!'1:-'!}c-“-s-'n"rion:-] or |

stuib=tcomcions level. The other pole of our ecoustion =re the sga2d mhotos _|

nf South American kids living in miséry , their wothers with hamard, -, |

eye-sunken faces anpdaling for heln; Dhotos Wwhich have become = Common o

featture of most religious or missionsry magazines =lthcough thHey =1=0

ERpEsr fow 2nd then in the daily neuspapers. it ds the Tatin am=ricsas

of the tragedies, thevictims of hunaer, noliticsl violence, auerrills

|
warfare, underdevelopment . /i Contiment of peoples who for some mysterious

reason seem condemned torlive on the edge of humanity, wWwhat a strange

rredicament, we could say for a Centinemnt whose wezlth continles to
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bolster many £0f the large multi-nationsl compenies == 1+ built g JL
Spanish Empire end indeed the British Empire in the nast! ¥&s Indeed
we could say, how can ve explsin thet such = centinent, 2 feithful

exponent of the Cathelic faith despite its numerous deficiencies on

that score s Powcan we explain xkxkx its present st-te of hopelessness
1 . A
Fnd poaverty. Divine Providence could be more bepion witk zeme of

his most faithful children, We wolld sey  slthough bibilic=I tradition

would say precisely the onpogite} Thbse whose lot is = hea.vy one in

lr\

this world sre closerto God, +than those privéleged with weaslth and

ﬁévﬂﬁuxﬁe'{HFré is no epsy snswer and of cobirse this second 3 spparent Iy
rerlistc vision of Latin fmericas and dits peaple is exsgerated. Not =11

Latin americsns »re living on the edge of poverty - there iss minority

who heEve an awful lot of weslth so much that they are the envy of

13:

well-to-do Europeans or orth=americans. Ne

u

re not khinking simply of
Maredona, the Argentine football star but rether of oil, cattle , ‘coffee
or sugar magnates wha in szszocistion with transnationsl companies earn

veritable fortunes every vesr which they invest in Zurons or the s,

Now we have the cocaine kin

i)

wvho seem to be the fastest growine
entrepreneur class in this part of the world thonks o +he boom of drug
seles on the werld market. It is scendoulous of course azs ¢an be cleasr
to anvone that has worked with addictg and it is s»d to see .so much

money been made out of the suffering of others. But there it is - some
Seuth Americsns have more money in their possesion than most of us could

imsagine.

One good way I thought of interesting Irish people in Letin rmerica vithout

gding to sPny extremes is preciselv explorina the mx lives #nd experiences

of Irish peonle or peonle connected with Irelsnd who hsve become part

of South American History. At lesst we have » common basis on which

to build 2 mere realistic vision #lthouah T cen =ssuts® that this will

not be  lacking in colour snd drama if we recall only the

names of some

ef theee people, Madsme ExmeX Alice Lynch(1835 =1886), Dpaniel ¥lorence

af

o'Teary(1BO0-1854), - T will begin by exploring the lifie nd e =

heritage ifone man c¢losely associated with Irelesnd &nd Cork in particular

ang that is Sir Walter Raleigh(1552-1618).

repe g e e
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Sir Wadter Releigh was born when Speanish Rule had been firmly imposed

in the New Worlé snd =5 wmember of the E¥ExX Court of fusen Elizabeth
enviously chserved the geld 2né wealth that her desdly snemy Snain
ves Pervesting in this part of the world, A dedicated navegetor he
decided to explore ways by which Tfer Majesty's government could bex

TReASu R I
spnroniate the spild-9de-pemi-situar that the Spenish Crown wWes transporfting

to BEorope: in gnparently =astonomical ammeunts. .

Raleigh's iéea wes, which he published by a2ll me=ans mossible; that the ‘

REidxpriginzkwd I1NCES retreating from the inveding Spaniards to Inone |

Peru = had set up 2 country called El Dorado vhogse capital city

Manoa would become an extravagant crestion of Sir Welter's imagingtion.
- ke

The Key for Englsnd +to enter &l ﬁﬁfaﬁ;t{ﬁﬁé?;% &i ‘he Orinocoe River, THuefee

Britaln sheuld take avir and concuer gu&xpn

Raleigh's view wes to sesy the least very controversial z=nd the Elizzbethean
caurt Was more plessed with 'the activities of EBnalish buceasneers =nd

pirstes =sucha as John Hawkins , Sim Francis Draske whoseattacks on the

Spanish Gold Fleet was begininag to besr fruite. However the»pueen

conceded and Ralisoh led the first of six expeditions to the Csribbean

2 lein | VA However it ‘wag not until 2n expedition in 1995 that he got

inteo Guyana., In fact he is noted down as discoverer of the State of Virginieg
22 well 2% Guyana.

Even un to present times Guysna with dte cepital Georgetown is littile

known anywhere and if it were not for the episode of Jonestown some yesrs

ago with its rTitusl of mess suvicide even less would be knovwn of Ft. Howevwer

it was in this country scuashed in between the Csribbesn and the anazoniec

Junagle nestling the delta of thedrinaco river whose populastion even today

is lesgs that pne million people , it was here where Releigh made so meny

)
e |

discoveries some real,some imaginsry. lesving Shés fleet neer the |

Island of Trinidad.; Raleiah convinca& 2 groun of E:rlhh@:n indi=n=
e |
to bring him umstream the Orineoks . He apparently got a3 f2r =2 Caroni
v V¥ :
which is near nregent day Ciudad RGIENEX cuay: ANA, Wh=zt he had sean was

enough to whet his sppetite and convince him that he was on the right trasck.
on the start of his journey he saw what he; gdescribes as an 'ssphalt lake!

It was of course oll seepages which were yused by the natiwve pecples: to

impermeste their boats . Fe s#aw the use of pdigioned arrow-heads. That
is weapons dirved in curare which wa

A8 & very desdly poison. Near

1
"
& -
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Caroni he swears he met for the first time , men without 12 ads § ]Iléﬂﬁ:
id ivig

u
teie to have eyes in their shoulders snd their mgths in the middle of

their brezsts. They are of course the Yenomami indimisns who have

RAR
short ﬂ”CkF ~nd outside of that have certainly no other = &, -

in their physiecal structtere., We cen imsgine then How certsin
rfCenibalisticerel ated practices sparked off Rzleigh's imaginatien giving

& fescination to the Ceribhean Tandian which has continued right down to our

own days. There is 2 custom in some drouns for iastsnce that after cre-
matinog a desd memrber of the family 7 kind 'of beverszge is made with the
Aank s =] ':I_u"!'." -, T T ogm 4 e BV e 6 :‘.El—lq e 11 R \'I'-)':_'! . —\'[- '!,n, An F OIS — women

arriorg whe Hdﬁ't secm to have =nv hiuskhends

¥
]

-
s U?PTﬁ?.g'F'?+ﬁAﬂTj founded the gresat myth of El Deregdg ,of the

i
=+
1

tange things which men will discover penetrating into the pmazonic

[ N
A

»nd OrinpkEo river bas

eligh an avid collectionist broucht back i

AS customary Releiq any souvenirs
from +EﬁrﬂmW'E%r‘ﬂ on hiia tripsl Fe 1s generslly reécongised &5 the
first'importert of tabacco 2nd of course potstoes. We =211 know of his
missdventure with the gueen when he introduce® Hor +o the delights ot

boiled motatoes.
Returning to Englend sfter Sigovering Cuvena, Sir Welter was more interested

in returning in 2 gran expedition te ceoncuer El Dorada than in

savouring the tributes he was recééving . That exnedition wauld nevex
come a2s he planned it, In 1603 cueen Elizabeth died end Sir Wealter
was imprisioned in the Tower of London 28 kKkng Jepes T wisked to
appeage the Spanish Throns ., Raleigh was now enemy number one of

e e In fact he was condemned to desth but the sentence was left on

Undeunted Sir /Walter insisted on & new expedition to Buyana b&nd finally
in 161€ he was relepsed from prision and set out =zgsin for the New World.
This time his fortunes hed decidely turnedzgirzt ~aainst him 2nd he

et = Jlpot 2Ff oppos

) |
i

tien from the S—znish. Fis own son who had esccompenied
bim on the trip was killed during the atteck he had oracanized on the

town of San Tomé&. in Verneziuela

e returned tp Britain in 1618, was imprisioned once =gain snd on the

29th October of thest yesr 2t the age of 66 yoares he wss beheaded
hios Epwnluuﬁ-&. AnD -

Iowever his Reritsae ek his myvsterious vision of South




american has pursued many neople down to own day.

never existad

nor

dscoveraes

aid the

2t the begining

AR-ANM-Ri7E 01 02 Y - 5/5.

&

)
Y
El Dorado oflfcorise

city of Manos but the German Count Ven Humbolt

of the nineteenth century thet

[

t was poom,

ib1 i B R e .
kj:‘bﬂ:n fﬁr_!__':‘“.{') L;:g-r er-_l“.".‘]'t_"ﬂ river to clo=e on the ﬂ'f“:“*._'[i?!ﬂ fronteir e
v “2 n Lol ; : . sl 3
=g - river called the Brazo Cssicuizre which joins up withe the
learo River which in t@rn flows into the am=zon 2t the clity of Manaus

me =t

gdiscovery

e e B
Eribbean

wakqﬂﬁrkhnnp that =such & linksge would become the Rhine-land of the
gbw World has remzined another pipe=dresm,
111 told we have = lot to thank Sir Walter Raleigh for anéd certainly his
tregic figure will remain for many Years more the great enigms of the
OringLo river,

T must confess T am cuite ignarsnt of the histery of Sir Wealter's
- — 4= 5 kS pd Aty AF ¥ e = h 11vwveard there for omea time =rnd hi
relationshi wit cughal except theat e ivead there Or Some Ime . F 1ls
house is 2 ntionzsl monument. His wandering #=nd asdventuuur aspirit must

Jw
have felt =t home in Irelsnd.
b
t

via

ﬁlemi—b&_ Ly el

£ that it was perfectly ‘mpebdibls to cjnfrom Peruy
t

the amszon= Orincco, ‘Towever even tp to today



