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Cﬂ’ﬂl mailing to selected Congressmen with Jewish constituencles regarding
anmfanti=Semitism in Argentina -- 2/22/77

Flerida: Senater Rlchard Stone 358 Russell
Pep. d Herbert Burke 2242 Rayburn
Rep. Claude Pepper: 2239 Rayburn
Rep. Cante Fasecell 2160 Rayburn

Hew York. &8
Ellzabeth Holtzman 113k Longworth
B Benjamin Gilman 1226 Longworth
/ Hatthew McHugh 1204 Longworth
Edwrd Koch 1134 Longworth
Norman Lent 423 Cannon
John Wydler 2234 Rayburn
Lester Wolff 2463 Rayburn
Benjamin Rosentha; 2372 Rayburn
James BdHd Scheuer ' 2438 Rayhurn
Stephen Solarz 1228 Longowrth
Frederlek Richmond 1533 Longworth

Sen. Jacob Javits 321 Russell
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| ARGENTINE COMMISSION for HUMAN RIGHTS || |||/

COMISION ARGENTINA POR LOS DERECHOS HUMAN 0S (CADHL)
Washington, D, C. Infermation Bureau

Washington DC, February 22nd, 1977
Inismational Offices: Senator Jacob Javits

Jenera U0.S5. Senate Building
Rome Washington DC 20000
Pans
Mexico City

Dear Senator Javits;

We are writing to call your attentiorn to what journalist
Harry Maurer in The Naticn of February l2th ecalls "one of the
ugliest eruptions cof anti-Semitism since the Holocaust" curren-
tly taking place in Argentina under the military regime of Ce-
neral Jorge Videla. Viclations of the mest elementary human rights
have become a routine practice in Argentina and have been throughly
documented by international oryganizations, and investigative com-
missions.

The grewing press coverage of the dramatic situation in Ar-
gentina has resclted in a world wide repudiation of the prac-
tices cf the Argentine Military. Tn the U.S., religious, com-
munity and trade union organizations have expressed Lhelr con-
cern and have urged the new Administration to withdraw all Mi-
litary and Economic support for the government of General Vi-
dela. The State Department however, has decided to ignore this
pregsure anc has recommended and requested monies for Security
Assistance to Argentina for FY78.

It is now up to the Congress to apply existing legislation
and suspend all Security Assistance to Argentina. In the words
of Representative Robert Drinan, "The U.S5. gives (549.3 million)
in Military Assistance to Argentina in this fiscal vear(F¥77).
This aid@ must be cut off for the next fiscal year or sven sus-
perded during this year if it is established that Argentina is
engaced in a pattern of gross violations of internationally re-—
cognized human rights."

There are already several initiatives in th2 House and Se-
nate intended to carry this ouz. Senator Humphray, Rep. Koch,
and Rep. Fraser, among others are already working on this issue.
We urge you to contact them to express your Support for their
initiatives, and we encourage you tc further the efforts to
make human rights one of the primary criteria in the allocation
of Security Assistance to repressive Military regimes such as
the one in Argentina. We would like to know your opinion on
this matter and hoping to hear from you soon, we remain

sincerely yours

Horacio D. Tofredo Dlga Talamante

1912 N Street, N.W., Washington, D. C. 20036  (202) 296-8340
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JEWSAND LEFTISTS TREM3LE'

HARAY MAURER

CJupuary 13: A building housing o Yiddish caly news-
paper is daubed with inscriptions reading “Out Tewisa
Iavadars™ : SER s
eMarch 27: Armed men claiming to be police mvade
the home of a Jewish doctor, After interrogatimz amil
beating his family they leave, but not before scrawling

on the wall, “Jews and Leftists Tremble, We 3kall Re-

mwm.” . ‘
vAugust 4: Mere than twenty Jewish-owned shops in
several Jewish neighborhoods are machins-guoned, zlong
with a Jewish school and bank. ~ 3l ST
€September 3: Bombs are found in a Tewish-owned

shopping center and in the building of a major newspaper -

- s e iy

whose ediror is Jewish, e,
€Thrcugiout the year, bookstores and kiosks are

fRaoded with ckeap editiens of Nazi classics such as Hitler's -

My Enemies Are Yours, Guebbels’s Hitler or Lenin and
Gottfiried Feder's The Jows,w ~ © -7 S

Such incidents might seem to have been culled from 2
history of Germany in the 1930s; in fact, they ocourred
last year in Argentina, along with dozens of other assaults
that constituted one of the ugliest eruptions of anti-
Semirism since the Holoczust. For eighteen months Ar-
gentine Jews were pilloried in priat and maligned on tele-
vision. Jewish leftists were hunted and tortured with
special gusto by terror squads. Bombings and shoct-ups
of Jewizh establishments rose to a latz last sum-
mer. Thea, in Ostoher—shortdy after the U.S. Congress
held bearings on human rights in Argenting, and after a
seres of mestings between American Jewish leaders and
high Argentine officials—the attacks ceased. Since then,
and althougzh the mest scurrilous racist literaturs rémains
on the stands, Argentine Jews have developed a pervous
optimism that the worst is over. Some of them even

support the same military junta that apparzatly controls.

the anti-Semitic groups—which is only ope of the para-
doxes spawned by the mighmarish social erisis that Ar-
gentina has suffered since 1973. i I

The Argentine Jewish community “aumbers argund
400,000 in a total population of 23 million—by far the
largest gzecup of Jews in Latin Amernica. They came in
thres waves: durrg thz late 1Yth century, when the
German Basen de Hirsch bougat tracts of pzmpa land
and hzlped Enstern European Jews ¢migrate to that fertile
expanse of the New Waorld; during the yeass ipelween
Warld Wars, from various European countries, especially
M2z Germany; and after World War I1. Many Jews of
the saennd and thord waves saw Argentina as & SISpPRIng-
stone o the United States but never took the next step.
They liked Argentina’s European eharacter, and they

Herry Maarer, avistant editor of The Natan, bay lived in
Buenus Aires and writer (reguentiy on Lotin Amerieen sub-
jecrs. :
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assimilated well. Today, 85 per cent of them live in
Puercs Aires. Althcugh most urban Jews have worked
their way into the middle class and the professicos,
Argentina is unusual ameng Lacin American countriss in
that it harbors many poor Jews. A few Jewish [amilies
arrained wealth in industry, banking, dnancs and agn-
culiure, ST
The historical reots of anti-Semitism, Iike those o
Judaism !tself, go deep in Argeatios society, The tradi-
tional ruling alliancs of clergy, military and native aristos-
racy (the great landowners of Spanish descent)- mever
looked kindly on the Jews, but did mot often muolest
them. Children of wealthy Tews who attended school with
the young blue-bloods suffered social ostracism, buat” aver -
the years were increasingly accepted. The Jewish com-
munity was never confined 1o a ghetto or widely bated.
The Jews did kive through bad times during World War
Il becouse Argentina, while oficially neatral, openly fa- -
vored the Axis and was govermned by a junta whose ex- -
treme patiooalism and authoritasianism were modelsd
after Mussolini’s Italy. Jnan Domingn Pertn, who sexzed
power in 1945, bad Fascist lzanings, and may have opened
the way to mors violent anti-Semitism by welcoming a
herde of Nazis after the war. But Perdn, paradexically,
also was remarkahbly huspitable to Jews flesing the wisck-
age of Europe. And his overt Fascist tendenciss waned
during his tan years in power, since his regime was based
on h's pose as the man who would kead the Argeniine
working olass to power and prosperity. = Eipguplas
Fallowing Perdo’s fall in 1955 a series of civilian and
military governments staggered across Argentna's stage,
noze of them able to sclve econcmic problems that bred .
Rerze political condict. Civilian regimes could mot con-*
tain within a stoble democracy the demands of the coun--
try’s highly arganized {and solidly Peronist] ‘workers; and .

 [re armed fources, who custzd civilian Presidents when- '

ever the Psronists appeared to be making a comehack,
eould impese only mamentary order before abdicatny in
{h= iace of intractable econcmic dilemmas. A chronois,
sicadily deepening crisic lhus afflicted the country for
mare than two dzeades, with the social fabric from tme
to tims threatening to ueravel altogether, - T

It was at those tmes that anti-Semitism tended to
became ovart, The worst outhreak before the most mecznt
one came in 1966, when the military under Gep. Juan

Carlos Onganfa took powsr and savagely suppressed -

Perenists and lefiists. The flurry of anti-Semitic incidznts
that acccmpanied the repressicn $oom ended, but stroag
racist currents remained. In 19€9 a publishing house in
Bariloche, the Andean resort where manv Nazis took
refuge, hegan circulating meo-Naxi beoks by one Juan
Maler, in German and Spanish editions. In 1971 appeared
an ancnymous pamphlet that purperted to deserbe a
secret Jewish plen to bring chaos 1o Argentina and then
carve «ff the southern porzion of the country for a Jewish
state to be called "Andinia.” The pamphlet was mailed to

e
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miliiesy officers and umivemily studenis, and caused @
minor furors.

- -

Rut it was pot untl Pesén retumed in 1973 that Ac-
pealise’s seciosconomis crisis and its reflection, ast-
Semitism. besan building to o climax. Pefbn wat eagerly
awalted afier seven years of repressive military rule that
hed sesr. inBation and peliical terrorism rise while the
gensral standard of kviag fell. But Perdn had long since
lost kis ebility to please all factions of his absurdly hetero-
genzows movement. When his rightst outleck became
pbyious, left-wicg Peromisis, mastly young, flocked inlo
the Minatopercs and the People’s Revclutivnary Army,
which had succezded the Tupamaros as the most effective
geerrilla organizaticns on the coatinent. Bombings, assas-
sinations and attacks on ariny bases increased. The econ-
omy, after a brief improvement, again spiraled downward.
- Perén countered with Tepressicn. Amd 2s the political
polarizalios. grew more extrems, 50 did the tzndency to
bizrre the trouble om the Jews, '

At first the vemcm was confined to priot. As Ted
Cordeva-"aure roted recently in Aras World Press Re-
view, “During the Peronist period magasines such as
Primicia Argentine (Argentna First) and EI Cadillo
(The Leader) defended Franco, Mussolicl and Hitler and
artacked Masons, leftists and Jews.” By early 1975, with
Perdn dead and his widow, lsabel, stranded in power like
a shipwrecked sailor ou a raft, El Ceudillo had reached
the poiat of printing a poem calling for 2 pogrom: “Nine
at nichs is a good bour for this. . . . The place you al-
ready kuow: The Quoarter of Usary. Wave a thousand
trazcasons, blnody a thousand beads . . . that ali will be
devastated.™ =7 - i :
- On March 3, 1975 a synzgogue was bombed. In April,
“he cizector of 2 government TV station was fired for

- showing the film QB VIl {about a Naz war criminal),
- which the newspaper Uitima Hora lermed objectionable
because it was “decidedly pro-Zionist and anti-Nazi,”
Later that month, government news agsncies circulated a
report fromSpain thay seriously discussed the “Andiniz
Blan.” The walls of Mendoza were painted with swastikas
and slogans such as “Be a patriot, Kill a Jew.” With the
campaign now in full swing, at isast forty-four other major
altacks on the Jews—bombings, pamphlets, slanders on
TV, inflarmatory magazine articles—marked the next
eighteen months. : 5 st Py

. Most distusbing wss the appearance of anti-Semilic,
Neri and peo-MNazi books. A mew edition of The
Frotocols of the Elders of Zior included the “Andinia
Flan" pamphict. Jewish Argemting, by Horacia Calderon,
former press sccretary of the University of Buenos Aires,
and Argeatine Inflation 1946-J975, by Walter Beveraggi
Allende, contained the wsual fantasies abuul the Jewish
menace to the fatheriand, Worst of all was the seres pukb-
lished ty the firm of Ediorial Milicia, beginning in Jume
1975, Heavlly advertised (~For the first time in Span-
ishi™), the Milicia books ware mostly translations of
" dascics from the Third Rzich. Francemasenry by Dieter
Schware, The Euwropgan 5§, by Uniessturmiihrer Eric
Amald, and We, tke Raclrs by G.A. Amaudruz, were
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theee of the ninesesn Htles in the “Library of Doctrinal
Fo-mation.” Milicia’s hardback seiies and their “Beyond
Lies Coli=ction™ offered such jewels as The Talmud Un-
maskad. Wha is Behind Kissinger? and The 55 in Action.

Anri-Semitism was bad enough under Perdr, bul mat-
ters grew rapidly worse after the militacy coup lad by '
Gen. Jorge Rafael Videla an March 24, 1976. As repres-
sion atigined a riger never before felt in Argentina—
thousands of political prisoners selzed, hundreds mur-
dered, political parties and trade union activity banned,
purges in prefessional instittions, etc—anti-Semitic ia-
cidents proliferated and Jews who fell afoul of the police
became the objems of special brmality. Jewish leaders
report that political prisoners were treated much mare
hershly if they were Jewish. That is confirmzd by eye-
witnesses, including one woman whe was tortured in a
Duenos Aires safe house—one of the unofficial prisons
maincained by security forces—and now lives in the United
Stales. Anti-Semitism, she says, was like a dissgse among
the miditary officers whe ran the prison. She remembers
in particular one couple who were tortured together, with
the guards shouting at his wile, “Why did you mary this
Jewish pig?”

How can one accaunt for such o paraxysm of barbari-
tv? The wellsprings of anti-Semitism are 100 complex 1
analyze here, bat history has demomnstrated that in coun-
tries with a large Jewish population, when economiz and
political strupgle rises to the point of erisis, anti-Semitism

17



-l

inevitably mushrocms on the Right Fasdsm witkour anti-
Semitism would be inconceivable in Argentina. The
traditioa runs too deep, and the peed for 3 scapegoat 15
tog great,

One disturbine aspeet of current anti-Sermitism i
Argentina is the possibility of Arad involvement. Whils
the millior Argentines of Arab descent have historically
enjoyed warm relalions with their Jewish compatriots, both
Argentine and American Jews have receatly suggested
that Arab money is behind the mysteriously well-financed
Mazi publishing hauses, and that Arab propagacda has
helped to foster an anti-Semitic atmosphare, There seems
ta be no evidenee for the former assertion, buc the latter
may well be true. Argentica depends oo Arab oil, and
has politically favored the. Arabs since the OPEC price
hikes. As a result, officizl siaterments on the Midcle East
tand to have pro-Arab shadings. In 1975, for example,
the government TV network broadcast two shows oa
Libya and Syria, during which the participants (who in-
cluded the embassaders of those countrics) made several
dubions statements, among them the claim that Israel
was created by an imternational conspiracy thar “uses
Judaism as a screen” for its goal of “econamically domi-
nating the world.” Such a remark may fall into the gray
area betwesn anti-Zionism and anti-Semitism, but vari-
ous articles published in Asuntos Arabes (Arab Affairs),
a glossy propaganda magarzine circulated widely in Argen-
tina, stray for into the realm of classic Jew-baiting, ;

Arab involvement aside, the fundamental question
about Argentina's Spasm of anti-Szmitism is the extent
to which it ideolegy is shared and its cadres eaccuraged,
sponsored, or even directed by the government. The evi-

dence sugres!s thal at the least there are sympathetic’

clements within the junta. The Argentine military has long
inclined toward anli-Szmitism. Julio de Meinveillz, the
late aoti-Semitic prisst and author of The Jew in the
Mystary of Histery, was the spiritual adviser to several
bigh-ranking officers. Anti-Semitism is rife within rthe
police and the terror squads linked to th: regime. When
the government madz 2 gesture last September by closing
Editorial Milicia 2nd banning six of its titles, the com-
poany immediately reappeared with a new name, Odal,
which centinues to ficod the best booksellers with Naxn
works, Government ministries have placed ads in neo-
Fascist magagiaes, and government press ageacies, tele-
_ visien and radio have circulated anti-Semide ealumnies.
Even more telling is the apparent link between extermal
pressure on the juata and the sharp decline in altacks on
Jews. During the summer of 1975, s indidents multiplizd,
a protest campaign gathered force in Argentina and
abroad. In July and August members of the influential
Delégaticn of Argentine Jewish Asscciations mat with
the Ministzr of the Interior and the head of the federal
police to express their concern. The afficials said they
also wers upset and would do what they could, There was
no improversnt in - Aupust. In Septambar, however,
American Jewish groups took concerted action. On Sep-
iember 6, members of the Anti-Defamation League of
E'nai Brith met with then Argentine Ambassador (o
the United Siates, Arnaldo Musitch, On September 28-
29, hearings on Argentina were held by Rep. Danald
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Fraser's Subcommittes o Tatzrnational Organizations, and
Burtan Levinson of the ADL presented resn abaut
the anti-Semitic violence. On October 7, members of the
American Jewish Commitice met with the Foreign Min-
ister of Argentina and the Ambassador to the United
Nations.

At these meetings the Argentines argued that the
Videla governmznt was not anti-Semitic but was helpless
to stop the fringe groups who were. They also pleaded
for understandine of the fact that Arpentina was “a¢ war®
with internal subversiom and could fot zfford to be
dainty. Nevertheless, the meetings were followed by a
change that can hardly have been coincidental. Assaulls
o1 Jews tapered off in September, and on the 13th the
dacree closing Editorial Milicia was published. On Rosh
Hashana, September 25, ooe bombing was reported. COn
Yom Kippur, ten days later, there were only scattered
homb threats. After that no major incidents were reported
for threz months, The January 8th bombings of a Jewish
school and a businessman’s house, and a January l4th
bombing of a theatre showing tke film Fictory al Eniebbe
appear to have been isolated eveats. '

Ironically, then, official ties to anti-Semitic groups in
Arzentinz were most coavincingly demenstrated by the
junta's ability to restrain those groups. But'why did Videla
tolerate rampant and-Semitism in the first place? Same
of his military cchoits were ¢ertaialy aoti-Semitie, and
others perhaps felt that the diffcult circumstascss re-

* quired a scapegoat. But the Argentine povernmen: has

pever been officially anti-Semitic—a crucial diference
from the Third Reich, Tt seems mast likely that the gea-

“erals, In thzir war of terror against the Leaft, saw that the

ami-Semites could be useful allies and did not waat to
aliemate them. However, Videla also hoped to aveid the
diplomatic isolaton safered by the Chilean regime as a
result of its human dghts viclaticos. Oge can therefore
guess that he tolerated anti-Semitism as long as it seemed
to serve his purposc, but when it began to refiecs badly

. on his regime, partienlasly in the country to the north

that props him up, he saw thit the price of Igmn.ﬂ_g:
bombed synagogues was teo high.

Another, mare unfortunate irony lies in the contra-
dictory pesition of what might be called the Asgentine
Jewish establishment—the wealthy, conservative Jews in
industry, trade and the professions. COn one hand they
face & government that has amply shown its willingness
to tolerate the persecution of Jews, and that is contrallsd
by the armed forces, wikhin which Jews have always bezn
prevented from rising (o the highest ranks. Cga the other
hand lies a social cosis that has fosteced terrible civil
strife. Thus, conservative Jews fear Videla, but know
that there are other gencrals who are worse; and thev
fear intensified social struggle, which threatens their
economic interests. Caught between fascism and revolu-
tion, they have adopted a position of mildly unhappy sup-
port for the pnta that has perseculed them, and live in
terror of any event that might reKiodle anti-Tewish Names.
They now hopz to achiave security by unobirusive lni:‘r:-v-
ing among the generals.
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“Ir's fmportant to stress that the Argentine Jewish
community is nat sufiering alons,” 53y5 David Gelier,
head of th: Latia American office at the American Jewish
Commitiz¢'s Department of Fareign Affairs, “All Argea-
tines are suifering. And many Jews thers are saying, 'We
want crder. We want what other Acgenlipes want. We
just wast the killing o stop.’ They beiieve Lie Videla
govzrnment is @ moderate onc and should be strengih-
ened ™ Bu: this stand is dubious, even aside fram the
curions view of Vidsla 28 & vmoderate™ (a notion his
recime hos done its best to prapagae). For example, the
arcumant geperally advanced in Azgeatioa aod by Jewish
eaders io the United States for sizncing Nazi publichers
is that the junta rightly stified the extreme leltist oress,
and now in ihe interssis of order should do the same
to the extréme Right, This zmouals to & demand for
violation of human rights as lepg 2s it's done even-
hendedly.

By backing the junta’s war on the guerrillas as neces-
sary to siamp oul swiolence” in the abstract, Argentine
and American Jewish l=aders have failed 15 apprecials
the social zaos of violence. Seven times since 1955 ibs
military has violeatly iatervensd o prevent Argentina from
toking 2 path mot to the generals” likng. The guerrillas’
bombings and kidnappings must be sten as a respomse,
howsver inchoate and ineffective, to the unsyual distribu-

THE PROLIFERATING A;_RMS INDUSTEY

AMERICA EXPORT

MICHAEL T. RLARE

Cozgress ir June 1976 passed the Intzmativaal Security
Assistance and Arms Export Control Act. Ths imporani
piece of legislation for the first ime scis conventional—
as distinet from ruclear—arms control as a major goal
of the United States, The new law, which supplaats the
Foreign Military Sales Act of 1968, afirms that it shall
be par policy “to exert leadership in the world community
to bring 2bovt arrangements for reducing the international
trade in implemenis of war and to lessen the danger of
outbreak of regional conflict. . . ." To this end, Congress
impcsed new restraints on direct weapons exports and in-
vested ijtself with veto power Over major &ms Imns-
actions, Unfortunately, however, it fziled to establish any
controls cvar the most dangerous aspect of the arms trads
—the sale of military technology via co-production and
licensing agreements.

Althcugh America’s technological “xnow-how" is con-

- sidered a3 eritizel national resource, the dissemination of

which must be tightly controlled, U.S. firms are finding
mure and mere feasons 1o participate in multinational

Mickael Klare, g visiting fellow at the Center of Inierna-
fione! Studies at Primceton University, is the cutlior af War
Without End: American Planning for the MNest Vietnam
({072,
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tion of wealth, the contradictions of uulii:rl:ltvc'lf.pmulta.r

and to the ferce employed by the governmant to preserve
the stzius quo. Ir S chive

HBut nut 2] Argentine Jews take the myopic Bk mgponarde

social peace shonld he bought at any prices some Xnow
the price Is always paid by the poor, While no stazistics
gre pvallable, sources agree that the Argentine left wing
includes a disproportionals mumber of Fzws, Jowish youne
people, in Argentina as clsewhers, attend university in
high numbers, and the universities have betu bucsding
grovnds for guersiflas. The support of the "Jewish com-
muzity” for Videla is by no meaas un:nimous.

In shart, Argenting Jews in this time of upheaval are
divided elong familiar zg2 and elass Lnes. But given tbe
fact @s Burton Levinson remarks, that the treatment of
Jews has historically served as a “moral barometer” of
socisty, it is painful to find that amy Jews, even those Gf
the upper classes, suppert a neo-Fascist repime tainted
with anti-Semitism, Feonomic interssts, it would seem, cut
deeper thac religious ideclification. So it is left to the
coupts’s youns end powetless, Jew and gentds now
prowded into jails and rorture chambers, 1o stuggle
against the conditions which give rise to fescism—and
which, unless they zre racbcally changed, will almost ear-
tainly rouse the monster of anti-Semitism from its fitfal
sleep in years to come. ¥ 0

]

S IT5 KNOW-HOW

arms schemes. Such co-production normally eatails the
licensed production of a U.S.-designed weapon by a for-
eien firm, or by several firms that agres o producs
separate components ol 2 weapons system. The giant F-16
fighter program, for instance, will involve the licensed
production of Pratt & Whitnzy's F-100 jet engine ia Bel-
gium, and the fabrication of other majer eamponaats by
a consortivm of eighty-five firms in Hollagd, Deamark,
Norway, Delgivm and the United States. Similaz projests
are underway in a dozea other countries—including soms
uaderdevelopsd nationz—and industry leaders believe
that such arrangements will increasingly supplant uni-
Jatersl production, “Multinational cocperaticn in delense
systzms,” Northrop Fresident Thomas V. Jones declared
recently, “is necgssary, desirable, and inevitable.”

The Department of Defense defines co-producticn 2s
“any program wherein the U.S. Government . . . ¢nables -
an eligible foreign govenmeat, international organization
or designatad commercizl producer to acquire the “know-
how' to manufactore . . . @ spacific weapon, communica-
tions or suppert system, or ac individuzl military irem.”
Depending on the techniczl competenza of the couniry
involved, US. participation in such schemes can range
fram the submission of Elugprings all the way to the design
and conmstruction of complets factories. According o
documents that I obtained under the Freedom of Informa-
tioin Act, the Pentagon is now engaged in some lorty
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