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GCOMISION ARGENTINA POR LO3 DERECHOS HUMANOS
ARCGENTINE COMMISSION FCR HUMAN RIGETS
CADHU

The Arpentine Cormissicn For Buman Rights is a oon=profit, non-governmental
organization whose purpose is to work for the defense of human zights im
Aegentinag as defined by the Argentine Cormstisurion and Universal Declaration
Of Human Rights cf the Uniced Natioms,

CAHDU was <fficially constituted by a group of Argantine lawyers in response
o Che dramafic ewencs which followed the military takeover of the counliy
wa the 24th of Marchn L1%76. Through the practice of their profession, these
iawyers had become increasingly awere of the need for a permanent national
and ipterpational organization that would work to protect human rights im
Coield country.

Tae commission now has permanent representatives in its Bureaus in
Buenos Aires, Rome, Parisg, Loadoa, Geneva, and Mexico City.

Through its bulletin, produced in Argentina, CAHDU has disseminated
information o Lhe continuing violation of human rights ia that country,
Testimonies and decuments obtainad and compiled by CAHLU have bezen received
as evidence by the Uaited Nations High Commigsion Do Human Rights, The
Furopean Parliament, the Freach, Italian, and British Parliaments, the

U.5. Congrces, and other internatiomal bodies.

ilouse International Affairs Conmittée in September 1976, Attornies Lucio
Carzon Maceda and Qus=avo Roca told the Congressmen that in Koca's words,
"he level of atvocitcies taking place in my country is such Lhac there is
no way I could stop myself from spesking publiely wicheout defying my own
conscience,”

Two CADNY representatives btestified before hearings held by members of the ﬁ:}

Becduse of these heariogs, which were called by Representactive Donald Fraser
of Minnesota, concrete evidance of the violations of human rights in Arpentina
has ncw been piaced before the U,5, Congress. According Lo press ftpdfts

the Argentine military 1s very coscerned about the potemcial impact of these
hearings en its ability to continue its curreat policiles frae from tha
serutiny of internatiopal public opinioa.

At the sama time, it is clear that further hearings are necessary ta raveal
the zull extent of human rizhts violations in Argentina. The experience oi
the past hearings indicates to us a need for a permanent information Bureau
in Washingten to make available witnesses, documents, and cestimonies which
would otherwise not be available in the Uniced States.

This service, we believe, will be indismenaible for the U,3, public and their
représentatives to be able to comtibute to the restoration of human rights

in Argentina. |
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