THE EMIGRANT

If there is one subject which is dealt with extensively im Ireland is that of
emigration, However one would probably have to go back to the last century in
order to disecover the real rigors of travelling to the States or Australis where
it was touch and go if ome arriwved in the first place and e jually precarious to
ret ppegy papers and to get started, Many pecple died along the way, Like R A
thing else we think that is very much of the past and don't realise that im

todays world the very same drams is teking place with other peoples in other
places,

I have just been to see a mew film which is an extraordinary aceount of
thses problems particularly facing ﬂenﬂr;l A méricans who emigrate to the States.
It is a film produced in but with its Spanish name 'E1 Nur‘t.ai that is
‘The North® In Centre America that means the US which is of course to the
morth, The film begins by telling the meuyx story of a typieal rnrlhn
family in the mountains of Guatewals who have been erushed inteo poverty and misery
by the rich landowners in the area, The people begin to organise in order to
¢laim their land and the repressiom by the army starte, All the family are
brutally murdered except a som and a daughter who decide to flee to ' the Northsx®
that is the U3, Walking aeross mountians and woods they arrive into Mexieco
and there they petend to be Mexicans arriving ¢ventually to the Mexican S
border;

Like thoysands of others they try to cross the border but without su.ccess
Zntil they finally get seross by crawling through anw sbandoned sewage system,
Bere the film pives aome stuﬁing imilgl\ﬁl into the abuse that is given to thoss
attempting to cross by the so called ‘eoyotes”, who are those Mpxicans who offer
to bring one across for exorbitant sums and then rob the people ilong the way,
The border of course is almost impossible to control as it is thousands of miles
long but the Americzne have helicopters patrolling constantly and have alse
tried to isolate the border area so that if people marnage to oross they can be picked
up afterwards w@:ﬁ:h they move fnland: People are sent back im their thousands
and e CHa Se-Centrgl American je¥ are sent baeck to t-heir own country facing
dehthe in many cmsesi, They are : I am told, +wo plane loads of people who are
deported weekly ﬁ;:thq US to Bl Salvador alone, using Mexican aireraft, Protests
have been so strong that no TS cﬂnpm}b.- want! to handle theae passengers,

The young couple eventually get into Los Angeles where they begin the

tvpical life of Hispanic ilegal immigrante, They are exploited im their work,
They have to be careful where they go, The Migration Police °La MIGRA' aw they
are known usually keep tabs on cheap employment factories,sx restaurants or
o
fa-rms carrying out light}ng raids, The film fllustratew how dramatie the
situation becomes because sometimes s mother can be picked u and sent baek to
. o ples” L ’

Mexico leaving her chiH ren ybhetipss babies abandoned because they get no time
even to get their clothes together,




Personally ¥ have knmown many hispanics who have lived for years as ilegals inm

the States and they really are open to all tvpes of abuses and blackwaily. Some
le grn Enzl}sh others dﬁn't}huwever they all feel they are better off than in
their own country. Reagan in order to try to get some support fer
his highly unpopular Eantr-l talks about the 'brewn hommde’
of refugees %( & phrase used by ome of his advisers) which will eross the

Rio Grande river inte the Statcs uhless the U3 sends more arms and i&]itary to
these places,

The film reaches its climax in Los Angeles whem the brothéer is offered a
very good job in Chicago and prepares to leave letting his sister alome, Un-
known to him she has got a wery serious attack in her work and fs taken to hospital
in a critical state, A friend comes to give the mews to the beether,  He has :
to decide wheiter to travel to htx%‘m-i:n Chicage or stay with his sister,
He eventually stays +to be with her turning dowe asx one frined told hiw the
‘chance of a lifetime',

It is indeed a very beautiful film with a powerful message about the import ance.
of those basic values {oviifer which so many people in the ‘'rat race' of life are
prepared to sacrifice:, It has only been released some weeks age and even though
it is not a Folywood produetion it is getting a lot of support ., Hopefully it

will herald in more films whieh degls with people and their problme giving a
mesuu.g:e which is trully werthwhile,




