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= A VISIT TO AYACUCHO(PERU) ‘'THE CORNER OF DEATH'

(Report on FEDEFAM delegatifm vieit to the area from 23rd to 26th
January 1984, The delegation was integrated by Leyola Guzman(Bolivia)
Fresident FEDEFAM, Fr, Pat Rice Secretary FEDEFAM, FPable Rejas(Peru)
- Executive Secretary CONADE, Javier Diez Cansegoa(Peru) Parlameéntarian,
Carlos Galinde(Peru), Parlamentarian , Carles Capelletti(Perm) Farlamenta-
rian and Alvare Martinez(Peru) Photographer)

Ia Lima itself Ayachucho seems a long way away, It is
mot only distamt by culture and language but even more so by the conflict
which that entire region has now been intensely living over the last twe years.
It was in Christmas of 1982 that Peruvian President Belaunde Terry decided
to move the military inte the area in order to combat an apparently well
organised guerilla movement which identified itself by the strange name
of Sendere Luminese(tram s. 'Shining way'). Complete control was handgd over
te the Army and some weeks later in January 1983 & eight journmalists
were murdered in a remote village in the region when they were investigating
stories of Army abuses, The incident has yet to be sktisfactorally investigated
in order te fully deterpine thee role of the military in these murders.
The effect of that case was that since that time there h,s indeed been very
little reporting going on fregy the area. With few exceptions foreign
correspondents still concentrate on Central America in their stories of
human rights abuses.

During our IV Congress held in November in Mexi ce
City we recieved some direct reports from the area which really shocked
us and 80 the Federation -FEDEFAM decided to organise a visit as soon
a8 possible to Peru. We had spent a few dayes in Lima meeting with the
different authorities to exchange views about the situation finding abeove
all a great deal of indifference to even inquiring inte the situationm,

The flight from Lima te Ayachucho was very quick =
& little over 30 minutes. Shertly we found curselves descending dewn
through the steep and beautiful Andean Mountains to the airpert of Ayacuche.

itself which is situated on a high plateau y These hilks have been
completely taken ever by the military as the lecale for the Cabrites
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Army Base = the headquarters of kkexmilitary eopertations in the entire
region. We had spent the week end agonising over wheiter te make
the trip at all, On Friday the Feruvian Atornourmey General stromgly
advised us against going using every pessible argument, There would be ne
hotel space availabik, peeple would be afraid to speak with us and we
could be assured by his word that human rights abuses were going te end im
the area and things would get hetter, However a lawyer friend had
travekked to the city in erder to prepare the trip and he said there
was great expectations about our trip mmd particularly amoung the few human
right's workers in the Area and the sadly now numerous families who have
a Yoved one eithe r disappeared or assasinated. We had decided to come

and see things for ouraelves,

We had been surprised in Lima that there were so little security
checks on berading the flight., Weuld it be that the whele situation has
been exageratéd , I thought. However as the airpert came inte te sight
I began te really realise that we were going tnte a real battle zone,
There were gome 4 mew bright red helicepters on the tarmac and ene could
xinikk see very clear the numerous machine gun nests around the airpert
digtinguishable by the black plastic bagging that they were using against
the rain,

Expectantly We moved towards the exit deors and down the bearding
astairs. Leyola and I the only twe foreigners in the group anxious to keep
¢lese to the parlamentarians. Suddenly we found ourselves walking between
two rows of bayonetted automatic rifles held by very tense leocking soldiers
with mikwi¥twwm armed civilians commanding the situation from further bgck,
A sense of shock came over all the passengers gs we were unceremoniously
searched and ushered into te the airpert building itself. Lovela and I
were of course guestioned and then we were pushed over against a special
counter together with the other passengers to awsmit the rest of the luggage.
Finally we were able to legve the terminal building but found surselves

ence agiang surrounded by the military until we got te & neraby road where

there wes a final cheskpeiat « The public were allewed ne further near the

airport than the read . Deputy Galinde parlamentary representative from
Ayacucho itself was really angry and quieckly piled us all inte the nearest
taxi we could get. It was so old that it had te be pushed te get started.
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We had scarcely got underway when we were flagged down by the leokers-en.
The Lady Mayeress and herm dmllentourage had just arrived to welceme us.
We climbed out of the war te be greeted by & young wmmam bespectacled
woman Leoner Zamora who had been recetly elected as Mayoress to prebably
oene of the most conflictive cities of all Latin America. Clouded in dust
frem the cars she warmly greeted us inviting us te immediately go to the
town hall where there would be a special session of the eity coumeil to
welcome us. We were ineed everwhelmed gfter the hostility of ourarrival
in the airpert.

The eity of Ayacuche kxammimkmd a Quechua werd which means 'cormer
of death' is one of the most historieal places in abl of Scuth America,
There are some caves nearby where prehistoric remains of humaniexistence
has been discovered. The area was at the heart of the INCA empire and
was also an important centre after theSpanish Conquest, It is a Emall
eity of some 40,000 peeple but boasts of some &® 33 churches and still
preserves totally its celemial architecture in a way which is unique
not enly in Peru but in other parts of Latin America, With the independence
movement it marked the place where the swuthern armies under General San
Martin and the northern ones under Simon Bolivar met. Under the leadership
of that extraerdinary man Mariscal Sucre the spnahish were indeed finally
defemted in the Battle of Ayacuche and all South America became independent,
The eity from that time recieved the name of "The Cradle of Freedea" ad
there is a magnificent statue of Sucre dominahing the Central plaza.

However even though Ayacuche has played a foremest rele inm the
pelitical history of the #ntire continment, economically it has been increasingly
depressed and expleited. The level of misery and poverty is amoung the
worse in any ceuntry, The indimn peasant farmers whe dominate the
countryside scarcely survive while in the city many dedicate themselves
to folk crafts imxmrimrxim selling their products te the numerous tourists
who vigit the area,

With the surrounding misery the ome hope for peeple came to be
the university of Huamanga which is also situaeid in the central plaza.
It is & very old University and most peasents try to aend their children

there in the hape that with a career behind them they could finally get
work, However that has net happended and there has heen a growing
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frustration amoung grﬁﬂu&ta students over the years, It was over 10
years ago when the situation in the entire area began to slowly explode
and the '"troubles'" started.

A young ayacuchaman profeser of phileosophy called Abimael Guzman
whe had dene his doctoral thesis en the unlikely subject of Kant began
te lecture at the University. Of indian steck himself he hefan lecturing
on Marxism and particularly on Mae-tse-tung and guickly gathered adepts
to his cause. He decided to found the Sendero Lumifioso Comunist Party eof
Feruan event which largely went unnoticed amoung the countless other
Communist Parties of Feru,. By 1980 howevever he had infiltrated a goeod
deal of the rural eduation programme in the entire regiom and his movement
had built solid reots amoung the Indian pesples who are the vast majority
in the area, He then decided to launch a war of Guerillas on the Governments.
That wam has been charcterised by the extensive use -f dynamite by |
'senderistas' and a deliberately terrorist stategy. By the time the Army
were called in last year +they had already ceme to control a large area of
the region. However the group have been very silent about themselves.,
They issue ne statements, are not interested apparently in the seo-called
international revelutionary scene and they concentrate on the quechua |
cubture ., Scme have deseribed the movement as habing atained a messianic
dimensi on Hégiiil the Andean Indians . Due to leng centuries of margination
and misery they have indeed chesen a fertile area in which te work. Their i
ruthlessness which is shocking te mest revelutionary mevements in Latin |
America, may in the opinien of some observers be the first c¢clear signs

|
of what future armed grmu revelutienary groups in South America be tempted |
to de in the aftermath of so much repression by the military, The 'senderistas
commonly take over a village, then hold am assembly of the people where the
lecal shopkeepers and particularly anyone suspected of working with the
government are publicaccly convicted and them sxecuted, All preperty is

then collectivised. And then the group moves on to anether mountain village,
imprisioned 'senderistas' in the past refused to have anything to de wi th
doctors, human rights workeras with some in fact dieing from lack of

attention. They are absolutely convinced of the justice of their struggle

and in many cases practically have come to control their own prisien, For

example a large red flag regularly flies over the island prision of
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"El Bonten' which is very near Lima.

Arriving in Ayacucho itslef one has the sens&tien of coming to just

another Andean town several thousnads of feet above sea level, The

women wear shawls with dark hats and their children heatly bundled in
porches which they carry onm their backs, Because of the sold and also
perhaps for cultural reasons the wemen wear many petticeats so they all
seem stocky. The men wear dark heavy shawls or penchos and sandal type
shoes, The air is clear, trees are scarce and one has the clar sensation
that seme 100 years ago the situatien was not very much different. However
Ayachucho is ne ordinary Andean Tewn there are armed guards on every
street corner and armed carriers transporting scldiers from one place

te ancther cohtinuously.

We arrived at the Hestal where we would be staying. We were aletted
some rooms on one side of the indisde taio. On the oth . r side ths head
of the political pelice and other security chiefs were staying, It wa s to
be indeed iremic, I had just left my luggage in the reom and was
preparing to go te the city-hall when I was asked te go down to the
patio. There were already some twenty people gathered there immTudix
largely women in indian dress and children. There “eiggiafnaiiéﬂ' journalists
with them, one who had himself emcaped from several Emmkk attempta. The
group immediately descended on me. " Father my husband has been taken away
by the police , can you pleace bring him back to me", Cne pleaded with me
and then the others each began pleading for someone else in their family.
Some spoke only in Quechua and that was translated to me, We began to
move out on the street down towards the City hall and the procession began
to get bigger and bigger., At tat stage many were distraught with tears
and 1 myself began to feel so helpless as I saw them gather with their
childrem victims ofxak¥¥xmf a situation which they could not understand.
Finally we got into the City Hall where the special meeting was just begining
getnéngx The Lady Mayoress spoke briefly and to the point. 5he was determined
te bring Justice and peace to the area and ons of the major problemg wa s that
ée many people had been disappeared by the security forces . 5She waes very
tahnkful to our ceming to help deal with that problem. Then the
representatives pf the town speke including many lawyers,; parlamentarians
and it suddenly began to hit me that the problem was indeed a most dramatie
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one, Hundreds of families were affected and people were been disappeared

every day with tetal impunity by the security forces en suspition alena.
The hall itself had now nearly xmw two hundred people attending the meeting
the vast majBrity women and childrem families of the disappeared, Later
we discovered that some had travelled many hours to come and had been waiting
since 7am in the morning. Finally one women spoke and as she explained
the situation of a young son who had been disappeared a wave of anguish
overcame the entire hall and all except the few 'planted' gecurity guards
finished in tears. For those of us who have lived that situation in
other countries one finds oneself getting very bitter and agry at seeing
new families going through the same anguishas as thousands of others had
lived, It reminded me ¢f the families I had seen some months previously
in Bogota, Honduras and abeve all Argentina. As the time had gone by

| very quieckly the metting ended and people were told to come back the

following day when we would attend each one individually, The city

hall was to be the meeting place.

It wae 8till an hour or two before curfew time(@pm < 5 am) se we
decided to visit & priest in a mearby church whom we had been referred to
by the atourney genmeral. We eventually found him and wibhh a lot of fear
explained te ge some of the realities of the area. It has been aver
& year now since the priests began attending outlying missions and they

scarcely left the city. They were themselves offering some food to the
people fleeing from the areas. He had recently been witness to the 'finding'
© some six bodies that were dumped in a place near the city. He was shocked
by what he saw and was prepared to help in what he could once he could

be assured that no political mileage would be got out of his initiatives,

1 tried best to explian to him that in these situations the most important
thing is to save peoples lives and we have our conscienece to answer for,
While we are working on totally humanitarianm lkvel there is ne doubt that
that is oftentimes construed as been politically motivated., He can be well
assured thst there is no 'senderista' supporter even the most remote ocone
amoung us. We got back to a local lawyers office where we met a
University professor from the nearby town of Huanta whose boother i

had been assasinated and another brother disappeared in the previous

monthsy He said it would be very impertant that we pay a surprises visit
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to Huanta and try and get into the lecal feootball stadium which was
been used as a gecret detention center for prigomers. 1 suggested that
Loyola should go with a Peruvian pa rlamentarian as she could get by
less conspicously. However I was ruled down as it was decided that m
priest should be in the delegation asd the military commander might have
mepe trust in such a delegation, We then spent a long time spbing
out numerous papwrs and files telling us of all the barbarities whieh had
been committed in the area over the last menths,

By the time we got back te the Hostal around 8,30 there was

not a soul to be found in the streets and the city had gone inte a deadly

type of silence, That immediately struck me as normally in latin American
cities one at night hears dogs barking, cocks crowing and people moving
around, Here even the doge seemed to be silent. I had never thought of

it before but maybe animale can alsoc become terrified to silence. Be

prepared two types of forms for recieving case infarn&kfaglgﬁs §3¥ general

data and the other with specific antropometric¢ infermation in order to

help in body identificatien, By the time we geot to the town haif the morniag
there was already a gqueue ofmpeople wiating and we decided to start with

those who had travelled farthast. There were three of us recieving the

information but by mid morning we had scarcely made any headway and there
were over & hundred people waiting the We decided then te hand out the

forms so that they c¢ould be filled in by other peofle and later handed,
Several Itimes I had to got to a shop nearby which had a rhotecopy machine

to reprint the forms. The situation got eveh more chaoti¢ as more and

moe pecple arrived . I found that I had become s0 nervous by the entire
situation and the fact that people really seemed to have the impressien

that we would magically get their dwved ones back bj the follewing day. The
military are really massacring hundreds of people as if they were animalas

and no one in the world not even in Peru seems to be interested. Our coenstant
message to the families was to get themselves organised and fight thi =
terror with the only tools they got that is public denouncement and ethical
apreal , The last we thought of was a lunch break and in very little

Yime the car had arrived for me to take some of us to Huanta, Deputy Galinde
and Aurelio our cameramen and myself soon found ourselves leaving the town
through a very strict road block and out into the open mountainside. Someone
Joked what would we do if we were held up by the 'senderistas ', "They certain-
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ly can be no worse than the military " someone answered . Some miles aleng
the read we came on some hauaﬂn-ﬂwhicn had once served as a police station
and had been blown.up . An other remarked how really stupid it was to
station police in such an unprotected area, The road eventually hegan
to wind down into a very green valley and soon we found ourselves pulling
up in the c¢entral square of the tewn, It was about 35,30 in the afternoen
but seemed almost & ghost town., There were one or twe journalists waiiting
and we decided to go right on shead to vigit the football stadium, It was
situatiéd om the sdge of the town and overlooking it but the wall surrcunding it
had been visi bly eeinforced with sentries on the different corners. As
1l drove up to the gate with the sipgn Estadic Muniecapl de Husnta and another
sign which read tickets here I could net be reflect back on the seene
from Chsta Gavras film "missing' when Mr, Horman enters the football
stadium of Bantimgo Chile to search for his son. Here we are over 10 years
late¥ goingto another stadium on exactly the same errand,

The twe guarde on the gate locked at us nerviously , They called
in on field telephone te their commander and we were told to wait, Meantime
a jeep loaded with soldicrs came out, They were obvius}tgoing out on
patrol and locked at us nerviocusly, Aurelio began filming them and then he |
was order by the soldiers to stop, This was a secrity place and so could

not be photegraphed,

Finally the 'commander' arrived. A well built man with a
military clothes, dark sun glasses and a base ball cap. Th e gate wa 8
opened and he presented himself as Commander 'LinX' . We briefly explainmed
our miassicn and our desire to speak Wi th him] He said yes we could speak
there at the gate. Finally we convinced him to invite us to a more
comfortable place in order to speak.

He leamd us in through the football stadium. There were
open cement stands on both sides of the wide piteh and we were escorted in
through the central door on the nearby stande and brought to a small roem

which served as office-cum=-bedroom for the commander. When we were seated
he offered us cigarettes and excused himsklf that he could not identify
himself = it was orderas in the area but he was the political commander of

the entire region aAmound Huanta and had been in the post some 30 days.

He ordered no photographs to be taken nor recordings to be made, Shortly \
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he began to explain his role in the area which he defined as as a 'repressive'

one as hhey were involved in s total war against terrorism, He agreed with
us that what waes really needed in the prea were economi¢ and social solutions
but he had his job to do, '"Terrorism here is not just a question of
hungry peasents trying to get a better deal. It ies a ideological question'
He ilustrated that point explaining that he had gust captured a young boy
of some 12 years of age who had attacked a army patrol with a timber pgunm,
fde bhad the model gun hanging from Jjust over his ped, That youngster had
been recruited by the terrorists and later sparently confessed that he

had been responsable for 2 muximxs deaths, '"His father could not believe
it until the son confessed to Hm' afirmed the commander, 'I myself have
two kids Jjust a year or two under and they are just interested in swimming
and sport, One can see how the terrorists are spreading their poision
amoung the kids", He then admitted thzt in the countryside there are neo
men or boys left, They have all fled or been foreced inte the guerrilla,
"The problem with se called abuses by us here is that they are really
committed by the senderistas who dress up as soldiers and then murder qgnd
disappear the population, For example I can show you know some & bodies
nearby which have been killed by the senderistas " The commander was now
warming quite a lot in the conversation and I could scarcely believe what
I was hearing, We began to question him rather timidly. {®id he not feel
that the law should be respected by the security fores in their task

of ¥ax counterinsurgency ? ' Commander "Linx' anawered that he had his
own conscience and was a devout catholic having in fact a brother who is a
priest. "The Law is alright but one needs & strong hand to deal with terrarism.

Forssxasple if I approach a house at night and mo one answers 1 have to

break in because it can only mean that thekris no one at home or if there is
they don't want to open it for some reason . I then have teo bring the
prisoners here hooded so as t: advoid pessible identification of informers
or would be informers. " There had been cnumersus testimonies

about pecple been disappeared and assasinated by the military in this regien
and we were dumbfounded at hearing the commander cractically admitténg it.
'I had 30 prisoners here up to yesterday when I freed them all except one
who has been sent te Ayacuche', Some cne picked up enough courage to

ask him if we could insepect the phkace , 'Neo, sir, theks is a teop secret

place and you can net ge sround’. However he did admit that in his region
he had four other detention cen tres imxkhis: similiar to this onme,
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abhor, That gives them a sense of powerm and authoritiy whichis so
sinister and dangerous, As we neared Ayacucho #gain we had come to
one firm conclusion, The relatiges were indeed telling us the truth and
the situation seemed only like getting worse,

Qur colleagues were still in the c¢ity hall taking cases and we
Joined them to continue the work. They had have a major problem with
one suspicious character whe began gathering papers from the people as
if he were working with us and then refused to hand over the material
to us, OCne of wur group had te snatch the mat rial out hfs hand, We
began then to be more careful and to reslise that th: security forces were
watéhing us more than closely. I began attending some cases. It was
a family of which the mother had been knoeked over by a bus and was pasalysed
but the company would not even pay hosvital expenses, I tried to expllain
as best I could that really we were dealing with the question of disappeared
persons so there was nothing really we could do. When one had been hearing
so many incidents of people been disappeared , tortured or assasinated
my immediate thoughts were at least that woman has net been disappeared .
On reflection one realises how unjust that eituation also ies.

That Night we worked on the information recieved, e hed nmow come
80 cases or mere , The following day we would work all the time en
cases, We had scarcely begun to work the fellewing day Wednesday when some
people came to tell us about a case which happended the previous night.
Some two blacks away there was a wake going on fer a young child, At
about 2 AM a group of hooded police broke in and teok away the father
and anteher son. hdded to the problem was the faet that the father
had all the papers for the burial in his pocket so the child could net
be Purried without those paperas. The Feruvian p rlamentarians began ‘
to immediately search around the ploice stations but te no result, 1
began to settle down to some iterviews. Iwas asked to tece the testiony from
a4 woman who had traveeled over a hundred miles. She was a tall well built
woman whom I thought at first to be in her fifties only to discover that
she wae in her late thitties and had 7 children., She had two of them
with her. Ohe youngest some two years old was noising a lot and so she

began to breast feed the c¢child but she child continued after a while., It
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He then explained hew he waas trying to keep discipline amoung his own
troops. He had just order two seldiers to be sent to a military tribunal
racently because they had both shet and kildbed a woman and a c¢hild . It
saemed to him to have been a very dmrting iniciative and was not at all
perturbed that he could have under his command treops who readily shoot
woman and children, Someone began explaining hew on the way up we had
@een & plddn clothes patrol car with many woman in the car and plenty

6f beer, He iddediately called for another officer whe then dispatched

a patrel with orders te bring to the base the commanding officer of those
agents. I am afraid I was not terribly impreased by this rather stilted
campaing on cemruption, We thanked him for his hospitalklty and the
Peruvians exhorted him to recovering the lost pestige of the Feruvian
military and hopefully he would guarantee that abuses be not committed,

It was later explained to me that this officer was ineed quite a decent
individual. As we were leaving the stadium he began to express hia sympathy
with the university .rofessor whose bnrthér had been assasinated and
another disappeared, 'I am really saddended by what has happendi but of
course cannot judge if it was justified or not'. Ikat remark of
Commander'Linx"has stayed with me as guite c¢learly it shows his concreterx
attitude - there c¢an indeed be a justification for the method of assasination
or disappearange 1if the vietim is "involved' im terrorism., When we got
back to the central plaga in Huanta we had an impromtu prese conferen ce,
and there were some relatives who wished to lodge some cases with ua,

Just a few days ago I recieved a report that cone of those journalists with
us that day was himself'disappeared!: recently.

The journey back gave us an orportunity te evaluated the meeting
and the events of the evening, VWe never thought that we would get so far
as to speak with the commander himmself, 1In fact that area under his command
is one of the worde in the region because the seoldiers are all from the
navy and know no quechua and despise the Andean people & lot, The car
slowed as some children were driving their smimatsxksmmy gostherds home,
That military officer was really living in another world surpised that
children here were not intefested in swimming or in sport. One colulusion
I drew from the meeting was that it really is impossible for a civilian
to have a dialogue with a military efficer. There is no common language,
They are either trained to or used to kill something which most e¢iviliana



AR AV -BUE .- 01-001 - -fﬁﬁg

~ "

was obvioud the mother had no milM, The two kids were bolend haired due

to the malnutritién and as the conversation went on I began te realise

that the kids were in fact dieing from hunger. As the mother could not

speak Sianish I got the help of a very attentive tramsla tor and she explained
how several months previously her husband a peasant farmer was arrested by

the poliece and then disappeared. 3he then recounted her search through
different nolice stations. How in one she had to pay some 15£ to get
information, S5he knew here children wer8 dying but what could she de.

She wanted her husband back. I then asked her if she had other relatives
in the area. She bnbkg° B3 then said no. She was on her own, and had not

got the fare to go to her mother's polace which was some distance away.

It was quite clear also that she had been 'nourishing' herself with

coco leaves which is comm enly used in the area to storm off hunger, It
usmally leaves & pe son's teeth in a very bad way and can scmetimes produce

a local parealysis. I told her to go around to a local church for some

help , slipped her some mongy and tried to give her some words of encouragement
If I had met this case before seeing commander '"Linx' I certafnly would

not have been as polite.

Larlier on in the morning some employees from the town council had
escorted in two men saying that they had come & long distantance and wanted
to speak with us. They had been sktting very quiketly for over an hour and
then I got around to attending them. They looked indeed very frightened
and I immediatly thought that it would e to dencunce some massacre ol
their families. They began to explain that they were farmers and have
had always a good relationship with the police in their area regularly
giving them some animals or selling tkem to them when they needed meat,
lioweve r over the last few weeks the police have begun to openly harasss
and have began shooting their cattle. One had already five sheep killed
and the other one cow leaving him wi th ome good cow and a heifer with
which to support his family. The previous day the police were on patrqlr"ﬁgf
and shot that cow together with the calf and a sheep, He had with him the
heads of beth animals. They both openened a poncho they were carrying
there they had the twoe heads of the animals, COne could quite clearly see
the bullet wounde around the mouth of the cow, Foreeing perhaps that
perhaps the next shots could well be agianst him, or realising the now

S
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precarious situation in which his family was due Ito their defpendence for
survival for the cow, he borke down completely . It was then 1 bepgan

to realise that indeed for a peasent of that area an animal such 28 a cow

or a goat or sheep are almost part of the family itself, He had already

made the official complaint but it is doubtful if he will ever get compensation
I offered them both a cigarette but they refused saying they were evangelials.
At that stage each one of the delegation recieving cases were going through
the same shocking expiereinces as I was, It was indeed a baptimm by fire

for all of us, Cne family in feet had brought as evidepnce the very clethes
the victim was wearing when he was arrested and then assasinated b y the
police, They had found his body but could not move it se they took some eof
the clothes with them. The body had since been devored by animals and

could not be moved as the judge did not go to mmkmxikecarry out that

task. About mid morning a group arrived at the hall in an obviocusly
perturbed situation. They were acompnying a young girl of some O years

of age who had just arrived from her home some 35 miles away, The children

together with an aunt began to explaim the situationm, Hgketr father

had been disappeared some months previously and on saturdady her mother

left the hombe to go & nearby village to the market. OShe as the eldest
daughter was left in control of her younger bpopthers and sisters. However
her mother had net returned and yeasterday she got the worl 6rom & neighbour
that her mother had been arrested some 2 days previously in theat village.
Bhe immediately decided to go to Ayacucho to tell her aunt and had left

the house around 4 AM ix. The child was now anxious to return to her

family to see how her younger berthers -nd sisters were doing., The siituation
was indeed a tragic one, 1 found myself been numbed into silence realising
that in that area the children had toc take on mot only the work of adulte
but alse their immense problems. Because of the effects on children it

has now been proven that the problems which the dissappearances provoke

in the family and the community increase rather than decrease with time,

2 tried to mobilise some prople on the case but everything seemed 88 hopee
less, In that another young girl approached me saying that her borother
kad been arrested that morning and was in such a place. If somec adult went
he would be redeased, I decided to gk during the lunch break., After been
severly questioned we were allowed into the court ares and she immediately
rought me to an office." H e ima in there sejted behind the deor", I went
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in and there was no child to be found. The attendaufkinfnrnad me that

the boy's uncle had come to take him away. The young girl went off not .
totally convinced that her brother had been released. (he could scarcely
blame her.,

%e stayed on working late that evening and go$ an oproortumnit y to
speak with meny of the town hall employees, 411 had scme personal
experience of repression . In fact one youth who helped me in the
translatations came to me asking me for some forms as he wished to submit

information on two near relatives who were disa;peared. He did not know

about thexzitdntismdunti¥xkhe our mission until he began to transl ate for
us.

By that evening we had some two hundred cases so de decided to
mike a resume of all those cases and present them in a letter the
following day to the political military authorities of the area,
We worked practically all night on the casea we found ourselves with
some 172 cases wit h I9 more in the month of January which we considered
of particular urgence, Apart éfom that figure which is indeed a
frightening one we had many other cases of assasinations and some also
of imprisionment., Some families had denounced the execution of one
of their relatives by the "senderistas' and they were really in the
same situation of abandonment as the others. Kfrom that fact we

Began to draw the conclusion that the political military command is
more orientated towards an extermination practically of the guechua
indian people rather than a selective appreache against terrorism.

Up to that korning we had practically no chance to get to
kKnow the town. Aurelio our photegrapher wanted to get some shots of
the eity and the neighbourhoods so we decided that the best moment would
be early in the morning Just after curfiew, I accompanied him on his

tour.
Just after leaving the hoetal as we were appreaching a street

corner we were both totally surprised te find a masked peliceman
etanding guard on a cormer, At first I flet like returning to the
hostsl but Aurelio was already filming it so we dedided to carry on.
we quickly salufied him, He had a lack woolkn mask just with eye-slite
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pulled down over his face, As we were passing hims we suddenly fould
ourselves passing an armored car where there were about 6 masked police
Sktting armed to the teecth., Some had doozed off to sleep, What shocked
mé was the masks and they were wearing them as perfectly normaliy. As

we continued up the road my friend beganto film some of the police as they

very roughly began seapching some women who were passing down. We were
immediat®ly called back and escorted into a nearby building where we

were briefly interrcgated and had to produrce all our XREXRE passports ete.,

For a moment I thought we were in serious trouble as we began to wrangle

with the police and their arrogance. Farticularly Aurelio was gsieck of all

he was seeing, We were lef; go eventually and continued our teur,

There were many reports that one of the ma jor expressions of the
'senderista' gpupp was that during the night they hoisted red flags on
different lecatigns, Some news reports gave the impression that EVery
morning the city was decorated with red flags, Inf fact we only saw one
in gquite an out of the way place. They were many slogans painted on the
walls including one *"Long live Mao-tse~tung and the Feking four'- ratheer
out of pkidce it seemd, The majority were appeals to the police to stop
the rrpression,

Interesantly we were told later that that very day the city had
been doceated by dozene of red flags. We could vouture cndy for one., A-
moung many people there is the convietion that the military in the area
forever exmgerate the threat %exk of the terroristas and that in fact
the military themselvee haul up someé red flags as well,

We were retruning bafk for breakfast when a woman called us

over. She was standing in the doorway of a corner house . We then re cognised

her as the mother of twe boys who were mks arrested and disappeared out of
her house Jjust before Christmas, She showed us how the door had been
Exzkemxintm forced mpen that night. When they took her two sons one aged

14 the other 18 she was herself lecked in tby the police. 'If I could have

get ocut I would have followed even if they 'd tried to kill me! Standing

in the deorway one seemed to be almost a witness to the entire agtion, The
nrmored car was parked nearby, The police got out pulbed down their masks,

Breke in the door, pulled cut the youngsters and brough t them off in the
armed car to some barracks which serves ag a secret detention centre ,
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There the priseners are beaten and brutally tortured and many later are
assasinated, We did recieve one very moving testimeny of conditions in
those centre in Ayaguche. She was a primary school teacher and one night
the police raided hef house anad began dragging her borther out of his
bedroom, She woke and went to the door and then found herself dragged
out with him, she was held over a week in seeret detention centre

where she was brutally tortured ahd was witness to the torments her
borther suffered, They had refused to give him even water se after

some five days whe heard her boother pleading with his torturers te have
pity on him and shoot him. The following day she saw a body been removed
from a nearby celd and someone informed her that it was her brother but she
had no certainty,

We asked the woman the name cf the neighbourhood 'Libertad' she sdid
which literrally translated means freedom., Indeed there was little more
we could say to her,

It is amazing how the human being can survive out of the most
difficult of situations and pecple begin to organise their resistence inm
the most terrorific of situations, A mother e xplained to us what had
hap.ened her son. He was arrested disappared and the police dedided to
ex-cute him, They hooded him end took him out on a lonely mcuntainside,
There were four police officers and each one had to fire a shot to kill
him, Apareatly they were at this stage drunk, Cne shot glazed his ne ck.
The next twe failed to fire andthe last shot hit him high on the shoulders
knoeking him over and the police went leaving him for dead. He managed to
get up and reach a neighbours house and his mother got him to hospital,

Now her worry was that on discharge from hospital he would surely be killed,
We could offer little more consolace to that mother than the extraordinary luck

her son had.

During our short stay in the city some local groups decided to come
togethor to form a human rights committee., It has some 7 or 8 memper
organizations and its president is the dean of the local lawyers guild.
They decided to offer a press conference inthe town hall to launch the |
new committee with us in attendance. Like most human rights press conferences

where the victims of the véolations participate the conference extende a to
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become & a thres hour meeting, We all said a few words . I tried te

make present the church there , It was no ﬁauy task., I had spoken with

the Archibishop and he had a lot of problms understanding what was happening
in the arca, He was helping in giving scme food to the victims &and these
fleeing but it was not much. HKe was concerned that they had to close
many churches because some robberies were haprening and they had very
veluable works of art in the Churches., I did try to gssure the many
families present in the hall that even though they were rejected and perse-
cuted in God's eyes they were indeed very precious. God was party to

their struggle for justice and peace and they were a noble people in His
Eyes. ¥xfaxx They are not many times when one feels totally contneted
that one is making a useful contribution to other people as a missionary
priest, On that ocasion in a very haphasarded kind of way I felt that
people were benefitting by my presensece,

Finally a woman asked to speak - she came with her six children and
began to speak in quechua. She was dressed in black and a¥ferwards her
worde were translated. Her husband was a street seller and was arrested
and disappeared with her eledest son who was wizhxkerlater released. She
began her search and was informed that her husband was more than likely
%ascasinated, She had found the body of her husband in one place but
the police standing guard told her to return the next day, When she did
it was gone., She continued searching so much that the opher relatives know
her affectionately as the 'Bodysearcher' She then manage to discoveer
him again together with others in another place, There the police opened
fire on her and she mangaged to escape. She ended her testimony pleading
that she had nothimg in this life neither a house, nor land, nor possesions
that at least she could get her husband's body back and her children wauld
get a chance, The mecting ended and as we were to leave the following
day we began to say our goodbyes. We had an impromtu meeting with the
families. They planned some axkixkkimm future activities and we promised
to work wth them as best we could. One could see already that a new spirit
was coming over them as they saw a perspective to fieir struggle and that

they could de something concretely. We spoke about similiar experiences in
other countries and that it is only when all the families begin to stand
up and say ne that this terror they are living can begin to be stopped.
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The following day we had to leave fairly ;iily. We had requested an
audience with General Huaman Military Felitical Commander of the Antire
Region, [Eis sectary rang early to say that he could meet with one of
the group, That person said it had to be with all and there the xuzm%
matter rested, We decided to hand him over the letter with the cases .
We got the letter registered but instead of handing it in personally as
is normal peactice the publie notary sent it by pest to the General' s
office some 8 blocks away. He was taking no riska. Later on in the
morning we met a military liasion officer in the town hall inquiring as |
to the namea of those preaideing the different organisations which had

taken place in the meeting the day befors. The namcscof Gourse were not

given however someone suggested in the future that one should give him

a list of nicknames as they the military normally do.

We spent the last hour in Ayacucho trying to e xplore the possiblity
of some legal assistence and humanitarian aid for the families and as we
were piling our luggage into a waiting pick up truck to go g¢o the airport,
we were calle d to a meeting with a group of people who had come from
& nearby village, They were the survivors of a massgzcre which had taken
place November 13th 1983 in their village which is named Socces. The
police had raided a marriage celebration and taken away many of the people
murdering them ever thirty in all. Amoung the survivors who came to see
us was a grandmother who had been witness to the massacre itself. All were
dressed in black ineluding the children and there wawas terror in their
eyes which was frightening. I have never witnessed a massacre of
reople but been w th those people is almost witnessing it. Televisien
particularly conveys very little of the real drama involved as it gives

Just & shapshot of any situationg Its not just the gruessome details of

a magsacre but what precedes and fellews it. Some people can possibly

never gleep agian for many years . It was one of the final images we

brought with us as we left Ayacuche. The survivors of Soccos many of

whom with little doubt will themselves become xiktimsxxmx future vitttims

as they are the witnesses for fukuxm possible investigations. and prosecutions
of the police involved,

Returning to Lima was like arriving in ancther ¢ountry.




