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Argentina’s Terror

By John B. Oakes

BUENQS AIRES — Llieut. Gen,
Jorge Ralfael Videls, Pregident of Ar.
genting and head of the mititary junta
that oustad the dis gisgrating Peson
regime in 1976, speaks with p=
recounts the junia's accomp
during the past three years,

“When we 100k over, there was
chaos and & complete vacoum of
power,™ ke reczlls, "In three YERTE,
we"ve achieved order where thers Fas
cisorder, peacs whers there weas wig-
lence, and pregress where there was
none, Al this Stage, our aim is tossrah.
lish an zuthentie dempcracy thr Cgha
dialogus between the people and the
armed forces, This will take some
time."

The President's Ninister pf Fi-
rance, José Martinez de Hoz, far and
away the most porverfal civiian in this

military Government and thetoast pf 5

international bankers, cites a -8
siring of figures to s%ow that —desnie
persisient infiation of 150 percent on
e per annum that is Mecoming an
Argentinian way of H:‘F — theecunomy

af this ir.h:::rit!ly rich and potentially

productive countrv of 25 million poople
ison the verge of taking off.

But neither the Presidant nar his Fi.
nznce Minister is shle to Eive & satjs.
faztery erplanation for the contirn.
E-ceod the muted reiznof terror under
which the Argentine pegple have been
living sinee even tefore the coup that
brovght this law.and-order govern-
ment o pirmer., ,

Law and order? The rerime has in
f2et junked the lzw 1o achievs and
mziniain f18 definition of order. Arbi.
irary arrest, denial of habeas Coipus,
brutal prison cunditions, kidnapping,
terture, murder, dismemberment, dis.
appezrance — these have become sys-
icmatized oachiove a kind of military
‘order atthe expense of civil Jaw.

Reign of terror? Na Jass bioody than
SN PrevVIous reigns of terrer in
cther lands amtpher eras, she Arpen.
timian reign of terror is vet mife siTe
ter —executed in the dark, operated in
s=crel, - uninhibited by law, uncon-
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Iroiied by authority, unacknow) wdaad
in public and (excapt for e brave
Amenicanowned, Enzlishlanmuage
Buenos Aires Herzld) all bul vmre.
porisd inihe prass

It has bean responsible for the “2is.
appearanse” of at least 5,000 — more
probably 15,000 — Arpentinian citizens
without a trial and without = trace, I8

has alse bzen responsible for the ar. i

rest without wamramt and  wilhout
eharpes of 2,500 to 2000 oth erT, sorme
of whom Lave been Janguishing in jail
lor two yeoars or more. Thousk on
much redueced szale in recent monthe

in the face of an impending visit 1o Ar. |

gerting of the Intsr-American Com.
mission on Human Pights, the ar-ests

Pan ST
continug — znd can alweys be reo
sumed in full force at a moment's o
tice. o

“Uhat happened at the sare wag
rezlly very simple," said a fureion o !

server who has lived through 11 a)),
e military Governmeng atiupied

LerTorist tactics o combat the urkin |
guerrillas who in the early and middie
1570's were conducting a reign of ter. |

ror of their own, including kidnapping,

~ torture and mmurder. The military were

50 successful in their Undercover wap
that in 255 fhan a year they had
achieved their original obicctive. The
W0 main gusrrilla ETOURS Were virtu.
ally eliminatad, But ther the Merime's -
coanter-terrorism began to take on a

life of its own. The targets have
changed But not the methode . an
that's whers wo gme ey,

Where we ape today wag dmone
straied — untif recehtly — by the
weekly eathering in frone of Areent.
na's White House, (he “Casa Rosada, "
of anvwhere 'rom 3 few dozento 2 fuw-
hundred motherg of SO of *'the van-
ished onss * dernanding news of thaip
Sons and €aushiers even jf nothing
more than the Faowledge thay Lhey
were deadoralive, ;

Afler some threatening arrests, this
form.of Prolest has now besn aban
Uoned — bur npt bfore the morhars
Lad maoved acrpes the Plaza d= nrayg
{rom the Cosg Rosada 1o the Cathe.
wral, whoge s were Fromptly
elossd in thair face.

Where we gre tlay jc suppesied
frum time 10 time b the discovery pf
bodier waehad L2 along the banks of
the River Plara the budies afien diz-
membired or disfirered 1g prevent
any possibilioe of identification,

= T e Ty
MR e are 1023y 82 tald in the SIDy,
ries ol thoss few whn have come back
Irevm tmpri et and who Bave i
been termorized inro silencs; tales e
Cefrading toryre by elecirie ghock
&nd glher devicas of bLatings and in
Carceration an fedid celle far woree
han  thuse resesed for COMmOn
Crimnals e
here we apa taday is reseaied in
e fate of the 2 500 1 2.000 Crisonors
Suspecied of "ideglopieg] Subversion'
andnww held undep what i5Ca fing =5
ECulive de:e:;;inr:."‘l“heyha'.'t been ar.
resied withogr tharge, interropated
unter routine lorture, fmpr:_;-mEﬂ
without tria) rarjndefir::'!&:er-.ns. Sl
They are being helg eatirely at the
Plresura of 5 President whe as he
Said it an intervicw g few daws peg
lucks foreeard i ghay distant day whep
his' Ganhavea “Cialasue" with thegess
ple. sdh
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